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JP R E F A C E. 



'ipHE public are now put in. poffeflion of 
this trial, of the fpeeches of counfel, and 
6f the parole Evidence ; 1 have likewjfc, in 
Vindication of^my chara(5t.er, which has been 
grofsly calumniated, thought it neceflary to 
give publicity to all thf correfpotxdence that any 
Way relates to this unfortunate bufinefs. I am 
aware that my having taken this ftep muft caufe 
fome uneafinefs to many, for whom I Jfltill 
feel iEhe findereft efteem; but the expofure is, 
not of niy feeking ; it is a nieafure of felf-. 
defence, and Could not be avoided,. The un- 
warrantable aftaclc made on my private cha- 
radker, by the Attorney General, imperiouily 
calls on me ta refute it ; but in itfuting 
the attack, it is the fartheft from my intention 
to fay any thing difrefpedful of the proceed- 
ings of the Court : my objedt is merely to 
ftate, that the. Attorney General, to fpeak 
tenderly of his condudt, appears to have very 
ac5 much 



( iv ) 

ihuch mifuhdcirftood the whole cafe, iii^ 
to have dirawn inferences from the ftatement 
lie thought proper to give^ which the letters 
he produced do not juftify; I feel myfcl£ 
fuperior to the bafenefs he attributed to me : 
I will venture to affirm that there is not a 
perfon in the wide circle of a very extenfivc 
acquaintance, who does not acquit me of the 
|bul charge, and who is not perfedly con-- 
yinced that ^ 1 am incapable of a condu dtib 
filthy ahd dijfgrac5ful'; but it' is ' not fuffiq^ent 
thaf i arp koQwh Wthofe who are ac<|uaintcd 
,^ith me to te intapable of fuch profligacy r 
the world, tp'whom Th^ve finally appealed, 
muil: atfo' be .convinced of my innocence. 
Thkf the Attprney General was juftiijed ia 
exerting his ingenuity and talents : in defence 
of Tiis client jj and, if poffible, to pl^c^e 
liim in a "light very difFerent to that which 
he dcferves, I will not deny'; it was for 
that purpole. his talents were . called into. 
a(9;ion, arid no doubt his labours hayc been 
Well rewarded ^ but his having indulged him- 
fttf in a torrent of abufe againft the cha-; 
rafter of a ,ra,an. with whom he was totally, 
unacquamted, though it is not abfolutely- 
without *J)r?cedent^> is certainly without ex.-* 
cu(e,-an3 d^ferves the fevereft reprehenfioql' U 

was 
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^4s pot heceflary for the fake of jpublic juftice* ^ 
that he Ihoxild have b^a violent becaufe I had 
been credulous and imprudent $ nor is it an , 
apology or an atonement for the wound given 
^ to my feelings, that if the Attorney General^ 
had been retained to fuppott the-pirofecution 
he would have exerted himfelf with equal forc6 
^nd fuccefs againft n\y opponent. The counfel 
of my advcrfary was permitted to accufe me of 
having connived at the difgracc of my wife. 
Xi is a- matter of the moft perfed}: indif- 
ference to me, whether I iland well or ill 
in the opinion of /hat geiitleman; but of 
tht good opinioti of mankind I am indeed 
very jealous, and will prove my claim to 
it to be well founded. The opinion of 
the world h^is nfiver yet been a matter of 
indifference to , me, and the rank I hold in 
focicty calls loudly on me to refute the mali- 
cious calumny of having connived ^t the in- 
trigues of my wife. It is incumbent on me, 
not merely to ftate, but to prove, that my 
entire and implicit confidence in her integrity 
rendered me blind to a tranfadlion, which I 
<!ifclofed the very inftant. I detedled it ; and if 
I bring before the tribunal of the public what 
has been difcufled in a court of law, it is for' 
the cxprefs purpofc of doing away the grofs 

imputa- 
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imputation, of my having been well apprized 
b£ the delinquency of Lady M. long bqforc 
1 invoked the vengeance of the laiws^ agiinft 
the aflaffin,of my {tonncftic trariqiiillify. It is- 
due to myfdf. it is due to the world, to^Blot 
out and for ever erafe from the minds of menr 
the foul ftain attempted to he imprefled on my 
charader. My domeftic misfortuhe, fn be- 
holding a woman,* to whom, in fpitc of al! the 
irregularities attributed to nie, I was tenderly 
attached, wreftcd from 'my afFedtion^bya rtiart 
to whom I had genertAifly giveh an afylunf), 
I mfuft bear with refignation. It is an- evil' 
that will work its own cure: /but fhe lofs of 
charader is of far greater import, and what 
no man can fwbfnit to furvive, who kn'ow^ 
and refpeifts its full value. It is an evil with- 
out rerncdy ^unkfs refifted ; and, howevei'Tacred 
the place in which, my charadtef'was aflailed, 
whatever may be the profeffional rank of 
the perfon by whom it was impeached, it muft 
and fhall be redeemed.. The Attorney General 
did not blufh to accufe me of having been the 
accomplice of my own difhonour. The un- 
warrantable inferences drawn from the letters^ 
which he produced, the dates of which were 
omitted, appear evidently to have mifled.thc ^ 
jury, where it moft behoved my reputation' 
, . 4 they 
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ihey ftiould have been well and candidly in^ 
formed. It is a painful tafk to remove unjuft 
impreflions, and I am not infenfible of the 
difficulties and prejudicesi have to encounter. 
My comments. on the letters alluded to will 
cn'able that public, to whpfe -juftice J appeal, 
to decide between the Attorney Qeneral and 
myfelf,^.nd to pronounce how far he has been 
juili^ed in t)^p attack he has made on me. 

Tedious as it is, I aip oblige4 to go bacl^ 
to a very diftant period, to, Ihow, that the 
intiniacy ^nd friendflaip between Lord Blandr 
ford and me was fuch as entirely to remove 
all fufpieion of his difhonourable ^nd trea-r 
ciherQus condud; afid that his filler marrying 
Lady Mary Anne Sturt's brother gave l^im ^ 
footing in my family that enabled him tp, 
perfeyere in his deteftable treachery, ^hd 
latterly prevented the flighteft fufpieion of 
I^ady Mary Anne*s guilt, or his bafenefs. It 
was my misforjur>e to become acquainted with 
his Lordlhip through Lord Shaftelbury, ar 
his Lord(hipV bpufe. I invited him to 
Criti^iiilJ j he came with eight or nine horfes, 
fervants in proportion, and lived in my houfc 
for near nine mpnths. J received hitn with 
hofpifality and friendihip* At a timp when 
Blenhcindf was pot fo agreeable to him, my 

doors 



doors were gcncroufly throwA dpfti t6 liipi^ 
?s they ever havte been at all times to my 
friends; and he came to me, and was hot-i 
pitab|y entertained \vith an eftabliftiment nearly 
as great as my own, for feveral mqnths 
at a time, and at dif%ent periods. It api 
pears this Noble t-ord, ^yho was living pndef 
my roof, vva^ at that very moment, when he 
had fjo friend to go to, abfolutely planriir>g 
|{he ie^udion^of Lady Maty ^nne, and tear* 
in^ up by the roots every thing that was dear 
and Valuable to my repofe. This cruel 
treachery the public will plainly difcoyer- to 
have been praclifed five y^afs before even the; 
- Attorney General hazarded accufing me hav-, 
ittg an inf:imacy with any other ' woman. . 
Adn^itting the facfl, I ^p |>ot prefpnie to 
ifoake any defence; I am aware it wa^ a breach 
of conjugal duty. The i^ttorney peneral, 
performed very well his part, in making it a 
matter of public reprehenfion. However 
blameable I may be, fgr blameabl^e I certainly 
atn, this could be no palliation of Lady Mkry'j; 
|;iulty conduct,. no juftification of the trea-» 
chery of Lord Blandford. Lady Mary had 
been perfuaded by the vrle, unmanly arts of his 
Lordfhip, to withdraw her ai(Fe<5tic>ns fron> 
iftc a year after fhe maitied the mafl of hej' 
' . own 
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ov!?a^chj(jice^, and continued, as apg^^rs .by 
tl?is /wofthy.ami ii^nqiaeul^t^^ gjentletp^n'sjei;- 
ter$v to h^ye continued tilLhe n^ariled, in the 
yeafj 17^3, the mpft^ deferving^ and amiable 
woni^aiji th^'tj ever, lived j an example of pa- 
renjtjal. affection to her fex, as well as an orna-r 
inent; tp.the high r^nk^ Ihe defervedl^ fiUs. 
Tjh/^.Learpcd Counfel was not apprized , of this 
^it;i .l^9.did not, kn,(jiw. the bafe, the cruel, 
tjjc- tr^cherpu.s,^.coudu(5tj of. his client, any^ 
x^xpre. tha^ the Noble Lorfi.wh|o j)refided.in^ 
the (^oyrf* ^f they.ejither of them had been^^ • 
aw^re. of thefe f^di^., fure I am the^ Learned 
Coyflfcl, wpuJd i^ve bfen inclined to have 
Ijpar/ed the. man who has beeniiidifcreet, not 
culpaW^ who poffeffeR a^ fotjl, as much fu- 
pcrior tp^bafe. apd^diihonpurable-^c^ions as 
tljp -LjEjMjned Gentleiji^i} b^mjTelf 1. and the 

No^l^J^fe^ ^^P VTi^^Sh^i'^P' ^^^.^F^ would 
• not iiave failed to rhaye dei^Tibed, in ftrong 

colpurs^j ;th^ fpu^ c^n^udt of this.ungenerou^ 
Clan:., J^ wowld: have expofed the blafphe- 
fnous,^ the vicioys tendency, of his letters i 
fpt.{\^c\y fuch a mais of vyickednefs,. of de- 
figfliPg ^F^f mixed with nonfenfical ribaldry, 
i>ey^f \!^as writteri by a^y man above the level 
of a lacquey. ; « 

•^ Iflis^li nqw, ft^te where th^ Attorney General . 
r>i' b fcem« 
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fecms to mifunderftand the letters he pro* 
duced, whether wilfully or not ha,$ nothing- 
to do for my defence. He afferts boldly, tfcat 
many of the Defendant's letters plainly im- 
port, he conceived the.liiif^and himfelf would 
give no check. Let me aflc the Attorney 
General, as a man of honour,' why did his 
immaculate client take the precaution of fend- 
ing his guilty letters in an envelope that might 
have been read by all the world ? If he had 
not b^en fearful of a difcovery, he would hot 
have taken that precaution ; or woujd he , 
have direifted Lady Mary Anne to h^e fol- 
lowed the fame example when fhe wrote to 
him,' had he not been afraid of awakening 
Lady Blantffprd's fufpjcions? Let me alk the 
Attorney General, would his honourable chent 
ineak into the neighbourhood of Critchill, 
which he declares he would do, if he did not 
hear from Lady M^t-y ? would he have 
changed his poft town, would he have fcnt 
his guilty letters fecreted in parcels, inPar- 
mefan cheefe, in a roalling pig, in novels, in 
gowns; and even in thefe conveyances, which 
w^ere intercepted either by myfelf or fervant? 
Let me appeal to the .candour of the Attorney 
General, if Lord Blandford was not appre- 
henfive of being difcoyered, could AAjr other 

motive 




( xi ) 

molive but few; have prompted him to fiicH 
deceptions? . % 

: The Attorney General ag«n. miftakes the 
time. I became acqjiaintedt with Lady, Mary!s' 
guilt; he declares^ I. was inr (ull^ knowledge^ 
of her guih fix weeks before Lady Mary was. 
confined. Nothing can ^ be more foreign ta 
the truth than . this affertion ; and if tha 
dates of thofe letters are referred to,, it will 
be difcovered, that it wa$ not till the z^tk- 
of December I detejfited LMj* Mary's lettpr,, 
which sClonerled me toiiUertept Lord Bland-*- 

/ fbrd'sv contefpondentte, which I did on ther 
Sunday following. This letter was not an. 
anfwer to the one whkh Lady Mary bad* 
written on the iz^th of December, aad which* 
P had copied andatteffed byafriendand myv 

. own fervant previous to its being forwarded tOr 
Lord^ Blandford^ but an a«fwer to a letj^t 
written by Lady Mary to him at Weyntputh^; 
when I was in London. ' / 

The kttec iwhich this, very affiduous. ad- 
vocate produced (and of which he^ did/ not: 
ftate the date), with a view to prove the torms* 
of friendfljip and familiarity, was n'otvWritten>. 
after my difcoveriiig Lord Blahdford's dif-; 
honourable caadu&ir but -zer/V/V^/.on theiiotb 
*{ * b a o£ 



of December, in, anfvfer to * Ifettep of his^ 
defiring me, in my way into Doi^fetihirc, to 
call it Wfeite Knights/ ArthaC- period- F 
knew nothing; I fiifpeAqi .n5» trdachdry oa 
hk part. It would havei beei^^more lionttiiit^ 
able, at leaft-more confiftent with juftkre, fdc^ 
which the Learned^ Gentleman affunicstb.be 
the champion, if be had n^ brooght it fori . 
ward; or^ as .he did,, ftated the 'd^te fakly^ 
^d told ' tlie JHry it was written. befeureanyi 
difcovery had been made, .v .; ^ . 

He triiimphiaptly zfksy whether^ wJieatKis 
letter Was written, t was adluated by the le^ffi 
earneftnefs to refift what I called the invaiiorti, 
of my bed? Had I oiFered any proof whitr; 
ever, that I was afFedled by tbe injury:! had- 
received? My anfwer to. this, is eafily ex-? 
plained. I did not deteft Lady Mary Viet tcffv 
or his Honourable Client's; treachery, or fnfrf 
pe(5ted diredlly or indireSly fuch a corfe*/ 
fpondence exifted, •* fo liclpmc, God !*' till 
five days after that letter of; .the aoth of De- 
cember laft. was written. I.kave^ it to the/ 
ingenuity of the Attorney General to difcov^^ 
on the abth what was not known to.exift till, 
the 25th of the famemonllu 

Tbe Attorney Geneial exprei&d his furr . 
4 . prife 
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\prifc ►it '^evidence dot b'eing brought fiacttonj^ 
ifwHofc[>£tnation ifn'my Jbaufe .beftr enabled 
'theimtQiobferyc jny ronduift* I ,fead^ ahuii- 
-rdaiiwoafTievidence, oittn/of as great- iritcgDity 
V^hd as runimpeacbableicbaradlers as-^ayniaiiiie 
vfcingd^aaa.^'^ Scwner;did Ibear; teftiraoHyitof imy 
- lunif (Mrhi • iaffetkion i and' kindncfs: -^.tooriiady 
v'^'Mary 5 eRhn^ were ir^dy^^todojibc '^aune* 
e-i.^had^ii&efidei, Several icft my dottisAiac]^^ 
• <2va»tvivdlot had* lived i^ritb me maiiyyeaais, 
:>all resrdy^and folicitous to prove to/the:Corirt, 
«'ihat'' tfcey never- knew the flighkft difagree- 
^''*Aeiit -m^ttiy family j that Lady Miry atid 
t myfelf liv^d happily. : Lc^ould likewifeihaVe 
Yibrooght the -lady'sown- famiiy.co ptove J was 

indulgent and kind. Delicacy for the fetliqgs 
b^ctf ^'aged apd. amiable mother, whb had been 
T(i for* federal fummers inthejhabitQf jpaking a 
^;:long ftay with us/ and thtrrefore. fully napible 
j^ of/ jiudgihg how ivVe livfed — ^^I repeat, rthat it 
' was delicacy for. her mother, as welWsrfor 
1 her brx>theTS .(who. I .knew. felt deeply .for 
'f' 'their fifter's mifcondu(ft), alone' prevented me 
- 1 if FQfn I calling on .them. for their teftimony ih a 
).. court of jufticc. Theiame generofityi.that 
', has ever actuated md through lif^^/h|Ovtever 
;• jirejudicial to myfelf, guidtd nie in this in- 
' } llance ;. ,^there is not one of Lthem, a»d:IJiAve 

.: ' ' . authority 
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Authority ..From the Noble Lord to iky khaf 
lie is fatisfied that I am not a man capable of 
conniving at hh filler's difhonouri nor did 
he believe I was ^wme gf her itnproperfa* 
xniliarity. It is with pride I own nriyfclf 
authorized to appeal to a man fo iotimatciy 
cooiiedred with me,' and who muft be natu- 

. rally attached to hi5 ^fifter. Ituhzs fcccn the 
i5i3ptated:'.declaration of his ,Lordi3iip:, fioce 

. the difcovery . of th is unfortUnariR' by finefs, 
that I am incapable of fuch depravity. The 
Attorney General's; pkafantry, .wheh- he ob- 
fcrved, he did not fcnQw me, /b.ut.that he had 
feen. me, and^.what .was worfe, had heard 
meVis unworthy of aiiy animadverfipn on ihy 
part.\ ' . 

He charges me . with going to: bed, and 
leaving Lord Blandford with Lady Miry 
Anne alone, . I may have done (o ; it "was 
from illnefs and fewrc fuffering, after what 
he called. a foufing in the fea. Was there 
any impropriety in trufting the womari I 
iflaced unbounded confidence ' ift, whofe. 
brother was married to his Lordftiip's fif- 
ter? Gracious God! What is become of 
all principle' of bonour and fricndihip, if 
your wife cannot be trufted alone with a 
man conneded by ties of relationlhip : in 
2 ^ my 
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jtoy family, on. the moft intimate and cqti^ 
^dential footing with myfelf? how could I 
liippofe treachery from the one, or infidelity 
in the other, under fuch circumftances ? 
; My allowing Lord Ef land ford to drive JLady^ 
Mary in a curricle, to permit them ihe^-d-^tf/e 
ip, a carriage with riGjpc to obfvjrve thern/ to 
leave them when I failed i— all thefe the; At-, 
torney General laboured to imprefs the Jury 
I did with a view to countenance and epcou-. 
r^ge Lord Blandford^s cruel de%ns. It re-., 
quired the ingenuity of the Attorney General 
to convert thefe circumftances into a cii^rgc of 
criminality againft me. 

There is not a man in the world who would 
attach any guilt to a perfon for permitting his 
wife to drive out into the country with his 
friend, or leave her with His friend's wife 
$ind other company in the houfe, while he 
partook of his innocent amufements. 

The letter written to Lady Shaftelbury, 
when at Weymouth*, was the fubjei^ pf much 
fevere animadverfion, from a man as coarfc 
as he is . dexterous, to prove jhat this letter 

* This letter Lotd Blandford fbrreptitioufly obtained 
or fecretly purloined from Lady Shaftefbiiry^ \\'hen-fiii 
Lordfiiip was on a vifit to Lord Shafteibury,' at Wey* 
mouth. It was written in Noveoiber. 
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\^as -written by me, \yith a full conviction 0^ 
Lady M/s guilt. It was written in anfwer* 
fb a letter of Lady Shafteftury,- when: at' 

' Weymouth, inviting me there for the advanh* 
fage of warm fea-bathing. This letter^ was 
written fix weeks before I made any difeovery 
whatever, or entertaine(:|tHe flighteft fufpic;io!iv 
of any improper • intercourfe. I folemnly 
protefti it was written without the fmalleft 
view or * fufpicion of any ibrt, Ibtely to make 
out a- letter^ to Lady 'Shaftclbury, ridieuliag 

'Lord '-Bland ford's drefling himftilf fo abfurdly* 
with, only Lady ' Mary and' myfelf in tlie 
houfe ; I think, as far as my memory will 
sllow me, 1 ufed the term petit- maitre. I 
likewiferidrculed Lady Mary ^s finery, but I 
had no authority, I proteft; for faying the 
baubles {he wore were prefcnts ; being in 
pofleflion of 400/. a-yeat pin-moivey, and 
knowing fhe was in the habit of lending or, 
ders to milliners and jewellers, I knew it was 
in her power to order what flie liked. I re- 
peaty and I do it in the moft folemn a-ndi 
a ivful marmer, - -that al t hough I ' made ; th^ 
pbieryation a« if I .conc:eive4 them to h^ pi^e- 
fents,',J h»d no geafori to.^b^jeve. it ; it wa,? 
only :to 'polxrf out to ^Lady i6haflcft)Mry the 
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%bi$ m v^hkh I vi<xvc4 the vaaity ^nd fi^V^^, " 
liny Qf ^0k1 ^landfoyd^s cppdij^t, wUpfc i^H 
r partiality tQ trinkjpts an4 dfef^J^ ^jiad^nvariably 
imfed with, ridijcul^. I am ^ lib^J^y *© ^^'v; 
clai;c» that this letter n^ver Wi%f fr^^fidercd h^,. 
Lady Slaafte&Ufy, or a^y c)f ,<i^ ^ip^y, ju» 
\^ritt€n hy nj^'with »ny alJijfiQp to jq irpgrpn: ' 

So' far from Riy aipproving ^ any . pxejljbj^t;^ . 
beii^ rqceived, my memory betrays nnte V^yj 
much, i£ that Ycry lettef produfCed by tfee^ 
i^ttbmey Genera) does not ilf^f fxprefe tb^ 
impropriety of l^rd BJ«ndfpr4^ nshm Pffr 
fents, and whiich was the OjccafeMV of :»?, 
jSBoaarlcing to Lady Shaftelfemy, 'ib^j?, . we» 
more proper for Lady Blapdfqrd tt^aaJL^y 
M»ry'^ but (h? former was np fs^vaiirite, ih? 
}aiew|. Lady -Shaftejg^ry having on ^ forp;\ei; 
piscalion obferyed the fame tp n>e. j[f t^.tjrd 
Bbtidford had nol prefented Lady M^ry wit|^ 
a Handfome ciock, and myfelf withfoyr ^Ivej? 
^ faUce^lars, Iftiould not have made the flightgft 
pbfervation to Lady Sh^ftejbiiry about pre-n 
f<?nts. Lady Mary herfelf knows tM I 4i^ 
§pprQve4 of thefe pr^fents bei^g received ;, I 
told her, (he knew that Lord Blandf^rd v^fa9 
{I diftreffed.maa.; that it would bettef become 
t^if¥|i£ he confidered .hi$ fan[\ily,,.3Xid curtail 

A his- 
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his extravagance; I obferved, (he neither 
wanted cl6cksf or myfclf plate — I Had enough 
of my own rtWsr-was fceh in the fanje light; 
by Lady.Mtiiry Arine ; and (he aflTuredtne (he . 
wbura Vetutn ^hem. 1 made the fame obferval 
ti6ns to a frietfd' of mine, Mr. Allen, and to my 
blitlcr ; I told hinri I did" not underftand Lord 
Blandford*s paving the way to vi (it me, by^ 
making prefcnts ; it was untieceflTaiy, what I 
did not expeft, and what I didiked; ajid I 
would put k ftop to it. The anfwer was, ^It 
was friendly and good-natured, and nothing 
extraordinary for a riian v^hd had known me 
fo many years. Surely, then/ this was not the 
condu<5l of a man who woulfi connive at hi? 
wife*s mifconduft. I am fure, if the whole 
of that letter had. been read, no fuch diprrid 
inference could have been fairly drawn. - 
' Another letter brought forward , the date 6f 
which is fuppreffed, was written in Decem- 
ber 1798, long before I had the fmallcft (tf- 
picion, thanking Lord Blandford for a pipe 
of madeira. When the plain, honeft fadi of 
this madeira is known, I feel no difEcuhy in 
declaring, that the charge of this being a 
bribe, that the har(h epithet of ** coIdMooded 
fniin of madeira^ who had been eating and 
drinking his wife ^'* will appear to be unfup- 

ported. 
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» 

pcJrtjsd. Lord Blandford, when l^e ttadre^ 
newed his acquaintance with t u^^Jn^ x 7981, 
mentioned; at my tabled, that h^. h^d.^p^or 
three calks of madeira coming tji9fl^f,,.tha^^^ 
Would fpare rhe one if I liked; ..Qoqc|^jflgjj- 
.^dfeira being difficult to be,,gpt,,. i^^gJft^ 
^a^ccippted it; he gave me^ the ^ ij^fr phant^s 
name* I wrote to him, defij ii;ig;^ hq [J^qijijifl 
have it cafedj and put on^ hpzx^^si^^Vjpolc^ 
coafter, and let me^know the p^4ceJ^— he^W^ 
me for anfwer, i^yv^> in tl)f ijijffi¥j ft|,i>9Aj/|& 
it arrived he wpuld do ,as,J^^|jj^^,,, ja^iid 
begged 1 would ^fuy fop.it, Jmmfdiat^^ as 
he did not make a .fixpeoce jpfojfit, .A:pp|t 
^ or t>yo after,- LqrdBlan^fpf^d.wfc^^ tp ^^^ 
informing me that,he,ha,d qrdeifed the wine,-|o 
befent to Brown fc^^ and begged my.accepta^e 
pf it ;— I told him 4^ reply,.,, I cjic^^'pqt^xpji^ 
it on fuch terms, I fhould f^jbl eqjiialJjirjhc 
obligation by letting me have it at the price 
he was to give; he anfwered^ he ha^d riot 
paid for it, but that he Ihould'take {t vefy' 
unkind if I refufed it; it was the firft oppor- 
tunity he eVer had of .makirijg nie any return 
for my friendfhip ^nd kindnefs in. former 
times, and tha^ a pipe of madeira could be 
no objc^ to either of us. Unfortunately, I 
42 received 
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ItbcliS^fcid it ; \ 'rt^turtied Ilim tH&rtks, and thft 
ifeAir vWts.iiftfttJfy: prefer^a 'to "brin^ f(*waF(*, 
'^¥flic'ithUcTi^ated*a<Jifcdv6ty. I neVcir pre- 
^Sy^^ltttor ofhis, Goa^khows, fr<:>m*iie& 
TSffln^teikncer^^ n^ver fafpeamg fo mtidi 
\!trAmn^ ariflitrfekcKtry 'iro^ any man whb 
%H"-t)titt' uti^r ^ ihahy obligations lo^ h*c 

■'' lict^ie^iflt, fSMyiri ckfiaouf/ihe Atterti^ 

^bd!foA.i;~ir W&e 'fe ahy tliteg 'eSMtfaotdrtiSiy 

%'u"ttiin uttHei tht loftg iritimady th^K Had 

'1)cient)etwcinW aha Lord Bkftdfora, tvho 

"j^9Xi<Mk of -etiiiy Svinif'fhe country pi'oduc*<9, 

^kt' my oWn t^ble j 'whoft horfes, -whok fer- 

VsiatSt ^hbfe db^s were fed. and maimkindd 

^idc tnotiths by tne ; let fare aflc liim, is fh^k 

"^aioy thing: <crittrife'al in 'rfeciftVih^ a.pipe'ofrtia- 

'wicr frohi a man irinder fuch circUfffftahccs ? 

^'.ii-Slirely^ridt'j ndr can there be ^riy f^r 

'girdund tO'firpport fucli a foul and-dcteftable 

■*ic*harge, th&tthis tvihe was accepted as a price 

^Ibr 'iny wife*5 difli6fn6tir. The mind who 

fcttn^ntertainTo b'afc'ao opinion of afty niaik 

IMh^ niuft'be'black inilecd. 

'The only obligation 1 ever felt myfelf 

'lirifler to'ihat Nobleiwah wis for a loih of 

ico/. '(fftYdlifcited, unaflced fbr» and- tlnex- 

; - ' » pcdted ; 
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■p£(ktd ; it tame vbltfntaril^r frorti Kitrttelt* 

'l^id feel Sbliged to liim on th^i occ^fioti. 

Being at an hotel, aiKf having takeii a lidcife^ 

i wifhcd to get into it, but, not liWtisg to 

vi^t t*ie h6fcl tiM'l h^d ftt*kd-^he biH, i-hid 

iriade up *ny Afyind-fo^itmaih tilla^Cifeif^I 

-*^s:pe^ed' ' in k ftfrtnight was remtt ted .^ ^ • L^y^ 

ikai'y kneW my reafon, and^f %aVe ni>'ddiibt 

ijbWithafThi^'^m^hticm circuthikmik^^to 

. 1.6rd- BJandfofdi for'i xbhW'hdvtr Account 

' for this voluntary ^ offfet in any oth^r way. 

As it wouM be a ^ri<ring of five anil twenty 

*'^infeas bir'Vnbre, latdrptcd-it, and in "toti" 

fequence removed t&ihy hofife. 'Idid^aceept 

thii loan ^inore readily, "becaiife 1 knevK'^ his 

Wati^ had' been fettled, itld* he a:ffured hit he 

' Tiad iiot thtr %ialfefl caH ^di 4t y and at the 

feihetihifcHeiriieiay ite^uefl^a^c notto ret^^^ 

it*tili 'i^ltc^tonvenient. ■ But God knows I 

* -aid hot' accept this paltjfy Joan frbm a'ny bafe 

.jpr difli'6tiera¥atfle motives- ^no, I pofiiis t^e 

^Itie df ti 'ttiain fob mudh, 1 valued - my ho- 

nouiable^fcbnhexions, 1 tffteemed niy QWn 

%onbur/c^haf&6lcr, Wd -t^putaition, too .highly, 

ever to Tuffer it to be 'handed do\t^n; to pofte- 

rity, that 1 was ^ nrtan capable of the mearteft 

and mofl defjHcable profligacy I fn tny-con- 

- ' fcience 
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fcf€n<!c' think a man :?ould be capable of-r^a 
bafenefs that I think, ibgjuld defervedly ftaoip 
^bim as.an outcaft of fociiety.^, ' ,. \ -. 
.r The Attorney Geneirar^ pitying' .Lacjy 
;Blaiidfprd, pitying LadyjMary, I can warmly 
^f^d^as.wcll as.^himfelf;^ but that he ihftl^ 
.feel the. fnoallcft ^fpark qf pity for that^xara- 
ple; , of ij>gratitude and immorality,' J am 
^.anaa^ped at, The man who could ddiberajdy 
utteT) from hiirlip^ /lichy arharili phrafe as 
/* cold-blooded ^^nmp qf^tfiadeir^^/^bo ate mi 
drank of his wi£ej\ deferve^ OB)iy difd^in i 
. and his frieixlfhip p^hi^^acquaiiitajice I ihalt 
never, confider^as^ an.accjuifition* - 
; I . have now laid before the public ?ycjy 
cirGumftance y^ I ; h<ive hon^ftly ,, witjbout par- 
. tiah'ty, without biding any^plartof my con-' 
::^\^Sk^ ftated t9 thc.pubUc my^cafc^ and I zscct 
not withQ^t the moftfanguiae hopef,^.that 
they will be firrply^^qnvinced that there was' 
. nothing ever in my beha>^iawr, nothing in ady 
part of the letters, that could juftify the fniall- 
cft idea that I am by nature capable qf con-^ 
niving at ,my wife*s or my own dilbo- 
nour; that my unfufpicipus difpofition^ my 
generous confidence in Lady Mary Anue». 
/has been alone the rock I. have been (hip- 
4 wrecked 



i 
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wrecked upon ; and that the defigning, the 
ungenerous conduct of Lord Blandford muft 
be coniidered a§ a fingular inftaqce of perfidy 
and depravity. , 

Londopi, Ct STURT, 

June 9/^, 1891. 
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YBRSUS 



THE MARQUIS OF BLANDFORD. 



J^R.JekylL-^1[h\s aakSn is brought by Charles 
Sturt, Efq. againft the Marquis of Bland- 
ford, for criminal converfatioh with.'his wife. He 
lays his damages at twenty thoufand pounds. The 
Defeiidant has pleaded, he is not guilty ; and upon 
that, iflue is joined. 

> • ' * ' 

Mr. ErPnne.-^Mvf it pleafc your Lordlhip— • - 
Gentlemen of the Jury ; • 

I am of counfel in this caufe for the Pljiihtrff^ 
Mr- Charles Sturt, who is a gentleman of the 
county of Dorfet, and Member of Parliament for 
Bridpoft ; and it is his mistortune to be oblig<?d to 
affemble you to confidcr ipne of the greateft injuriea 
poffible for a man to fuftain— <hat of the fcdu6Hon 
of his wife i and more efpccially^ under the cir« 
cum{lahce$ which ^ccomp^ny this melancholjf 
caf(8f. . '. . • ' ; ^ 

» Xrealljf 
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I really have been placed fo very, very dFten in 
the fituacion of coiinfel for perfons complaining of 
this mod ferious of all injuries^ that I fcarce knoMf 
how to addrefs juries ob the fubje&. Over and 
over again thd fa,me topics have been urged; over 
and over again courts of juftice have been im- 
pelled by that moft folemn duty they owe the pub- 
lic,, aft well as the individuals complaining;, to en-* 
deavour to reprefs, by every poflible feverity, the 
commiffion of the , crime of adultery. Unfor- 
tunately, their endeavours have as yet had very 
little effeft, and I am forry to fay, that the morals 
of Ihe public, in this refpcft, fcem very little 

The Defendant is a m&i^ of High and ijlpftrious ' 
rank i bfi kjh^ elded fon of ;hc Duke of Marl- 
borough, apdrheir to die title and fortune of that 
nobleman, conferred on his anceftors, at lead in 
fome refpefts, by the bounty of the country for 
the fervices forn^erly^renderfd by that houfc^ 

It is a painful tafk to me to open this cafe ; and 
the mor^ f<ar, ^fter the nnprcrfitable wafte of time 
which has oc^rred in the courfe of the bufirj.efsof 
the.day *. 

iOhe' would wifli that perfons in eminent and 
e*;aUed fituations of life would not, by their conduA, 
fyriii{h,.topkst like ihoih too often difc\jffed m this: 

t A perfon of the name of Spence had been tried for the 
publication of a fedJtious libel, 'and the reading of his'defence 
had taken up between two and three hours. 

'I 1 : place. 
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^ of higfa.-ftattctiG ; tnd I urti forry tdohfdrve inrtllis 

<afc, as far as i can judge from' thoiinfortnatibD iaid 

before ««, tliat the Noble Macquis^ the'Defimdaht 

oiv .tbi5' r^ecprd, has .ftos-cctodtiftcd. himfelf niilh 

difcrciion^i either as k cogawfc ibi$ femHy pc himftlf, 

or the a;ifortCniate geotlenwiniwhorh I reprefflnt , 

Mr. Sturt married the daughter of the* late Earl * 

\ .of Sbiftcfljury, arid fift^r of tht piftfcbt Earl, 

I tody Mary. Anne Sturt^ a lady of great perfonal 

! b^iuty aa<^ coeRttlaccompliflimentsV :Thit*inar- 

; ' fiage took, place in the year 1788, at which time 

^ Inord. ]Bl$rtdfojd was s very yovmg paan; At this 

^ pe)rk)d; atf intimacy fubfifted between this young 

nobleman arid the Plabtiff, which was cemented by 

I a conneijsion of a family nature ; for Mr. Afliley> 1 he 

1^, brother of Lady Mary Anne Sturt, marrwd a fiftet 

f of the Noble Marquis* Such a connexioqrrnnturaDy 

tended to impiove the acquaintance^ which, &r a 

confidettfble time previous, haid fubfifted between 

the parties ; and the Defendant conflantiy vrfitod 

at the houfe of the PlaiotiiF, and 'Uvcd^upon terms 

, * o( the ftrifteft intinaacy wiih hit». 

i I fliall have an opportunity of laying before you 

evidence of the exiftcnce of that degree of friend* 

ftiip which noceffarily took away every fufpicion on 

the part of Mr. Start, ahat lK>rd Blandford, his 

relation,,. wa$ availing himfeif of the aocefs to hts ^ 

houCe tQ debauch h^s wife* 

' » a Lprd 
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Lord Blandford is likewife a mamed^umj /he 
marned the daughter of the Earl of Galloway^ and 
has five or fix children j his lady vifitcd at the 
houfe of Mr. Sturt. Thus the 'Defendiant prefentcd 
himfelf as a married man^ father of a family of 
children^ conneftcd by marriage with ^hel^laintift 
, and living with him in a manner which deftroyed 
' every idea of diftruft. 

Lord Blandford ba's fo conduced himfclf in the 
* ! courfe of this intriguer; that it is out of my pclwer 
- to do.that which is ufually the courfi^ in adfons of 
this fort, namely,- to lay brfore you that fp^cies of 
cvidcnccformerly coafidered iridifpenJaWy requifite 
jto maintain them, and "'generally made ufe of to 
prove a criminal connexion. Lord* Bjaiulford has ' 
:fo contrived 'to withdtew himfelf from irflmcdiate 
•robfejivatibn, -that it isimpoffible to oflfer^yoii proof 
'. of any ifpeoific aft of adultery, ^ 

u In ihany cafes of perfons -being much together, 
:an apparent familiarity and affeftionate behaviour 
may re^fonablybeurged jas inferences of a criminal 
attachment. Such^ cdndud is often .ftrong evi- 
dence to a jury, where the parties have previoufly 
been in a manner ftrangers to one another:' for 
jnftance, if a man who is merely an occafional 
' vifitor in ^a family, and from whom nothing far* 
iher is expefled than thofe attentions which are 
the rcfult of the common forms and Ceremonies of 
the world, fliould be obferved to deport himfetf 

with 
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virith more than an ordinary degree of friendfhtp 
ind afFeftion. towards the wife of the perfonSn 

. whoCc houfc- he is a %k&(or ; fuch a conduft might . 

ji>ftly be conridered as calculated to awaken fufpi- 

, cron ; but I am ready to admit, that evidence of this • 
nature wpuld be of no value in a cafe drcumftanced 
as this is; for if you conf^er, that Mr. A(hley, ibc 
brother of Lady Mary Anne Sturt, married^LQcd 

^ Blandford's fiftcr, it will foUow, that the friendlhip . 
between him and Lady Mary Anne Sturt, and the 
reciprocal attentions of Lord BIandfbcd:and Lady 
Mary Anne Sturt towards each other, were perfeAly 
juftificd 'by the circumftance of their family con- 
nexion : — ^and I am free to confefs, they vv<)uld be 
infufficient to found your verdift. In a cafeiikc this' 

V it is fit I fhould give proof of a more pofitive nature. 
, But for a mere accident Mr. Sturt would nbt 

.have been in pofleffion of any proof whatever. He 
Vould have had the mortification of having chil- 
dren of a fpurious breed impofed upon htm as his' 
own. His wife would have been debauclicd, and 
the children of another man put upon him and 
inverted with the property fettled upon them by 
his marriage articles ;—r45ut for an intercepted cor- 
' refpondence, which it will be my 'duty to lay be* 
fore ymi. 

In a cafe of this fort I might hav^ contented 
myfeif with reading one letter; bat, not having 
any other evidence, I am afraid his Lordfliip and 
you would think it too much for^me to a& for, 

your 
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your verdftfc, withoiit convincing you, by the rcfdlt 

t['4. regular train of corrcfpondence, that I am 

. warratited by the fads^of the cafe in demanding it, 

. You will find, Gentlwnen, that when tht Plaintiff 

iarefccprcd thefe letters you wjll have read to ydw, 

' he comdiided hrmfelf in ^ manner highly honourable 

to hitttfelf.' • It wa^ -at a* pe-riod when Lady Ma!*y 

Anhi Siurt was within twa months of^ her delivery 

:iif'a"chi!d of'wbich'lhe waB ^regnant^ not by him, 

-but by ibe -Noble Defendant! Confcious as tie 

vwmsitfcactbexbildihe was about to bring into the 

. WDrld was not his> yet apprchehfive, by a premature 

• difcovicryy of (hocking the feelings of tht wotti^'n 

who had/ betrayed him, and deftroyin^ the fruit 

^cf Hear /womb, .he was too liberal and too h^ 

.'Donrable tor think o£ doing that which,' many others 

:.\mdcr fimikr circuroftances would have-done* ^ In- 

fteadiof immediately cxpofing her ,^ he confulted Ws 

friends, adopted their advice, refolved to withdraw 

himfelf firora all future eonnexfon with her, and 

. immediately brought this adion, the objeft of which 

is to receive, /at the hands of a jury of his country, 

thofc- exemplary damages which the circumftanccs 

of cWs cafe, and riie nature of the injury, entitle 

hJm to. 

The way In which the correfppndence ^Detween 
the Defendant andahe Plaintiff's wife was difco- 
vered, was this : — Mr. Siurt, who, as a Member 
of Parriamcnt, was in the habit of fending and 
receiving a great number of letters, had a bag, 

wliich 



( 7 ) 

which his fcrvant generally carried to th« Pofl;- 
office, with fiich aii he had occa^on to difp&tch to 
his correfpondents. Happening one day to examine 
tbis bag after bis letters had. been put into it, be 
difcovered a Jester Written by Lady Mary Anne his 
wife to the Marquis of Blandford. 

This furnilhed hiril with a clue to further diG. 
coverics, and it turned out that Lord Blandford 
had been in the habit of correfponding with his 
wife. He knew that the defendant had previoufly 
written letters of common civility, oflEering her. 
prefents of Parmefan cbeefe, and mentioning his 
haviflg approved of the particular colour of a 
portico, or the embeliilhments. of her rootns^ but- 
npnc of the letters wfcre filled with thofe endearing 
exprcffions calculated to excite his fufpicion. He ■ 
now difcovered that they had merely been ufed 
as envelopes to letters within, and purpofely em- 
ployed to impofe upon him, and conceal the mif- 
chief they contained. ^ 

The Marquis of Blandford is not a Member of 
Parliament— Mr., Sturt is ; and many of the letters 
which 1 (hall produce to you came tnclofed in en* 
vdopes, and franked of courfe, in order to impofe 
upon this unhappy hufband. 

You will fee. Gentlemen, from thccoutfe of ', 
the correfpondence, that the Defendant attributed 
to fomo change in the mind of the lady, that filence 
on her part which was produced by the intercept 
tion of their letters. He had no opportunity of 

clearing 
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dearitig up the caufe of her ncglefl in wrtting to 
bim, and hjp confequenily thought he had loft her 
affc£lton$. 

, I (hall fekft fome^of the letters^ in order to 
iUuftratc what I have ftated to you*. This which 
I hold in my hand is one of the envelopes ; — it is 
IB thefc terms 1 
# 

N04 2* 

' " Dear Lady Mary Annb, 
" WHEN I was at Criichill, I meafured your For- 
tko Room, and have had one of the new green and 
yellow carpets made for it ; and if you and Charles ' 
will accept of it as a fort, of joint prefent, and make 
ufe of it, it will^ give me infifaite pleafore. It i» 
gone by Aflctt's waggon to Winburn. Remember 
* me to Charges, and believe me 

* " Sincerely yours, 

" Blandford.** 

i 

It is dated White Knights, Tuefday* f 

This letter^ I fuppofe, came franked to the Plain- , 
tiff, Mr. Stun, and was opened by Lady Mary Anne 
Siurt. But you will find that within this envelope 
\ was a letter not intended for the hufband^s fight- 
The manner in which (he' aded was this :— -after 
opening the envelope, (he would throw it on the 
table ; laying, There, Charles, is a, letter from 
Blandford; and (he would artftilly coDjCcal the 
Tetter in«ant for hprfclf. 

You 
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' if ou will fee the difFepent llylc and mannet in 
^hich he addreflfe»,.himfclf to her in the envelopes, 
from thofe whicti were enclofed. The following^ is 
a fpecimen of one of the latter : 

:Mo."j. 

'* ^ine o'Clqckx Sunday Morning. 
** I AM hot only diftppoiiitedj ^but stlarmed, 
fcy dear Mary Anne, at not hearing from you, and 
I caobot now hear before Tuefday^ Surely, nty 
dear, you and I thiiik :vcry diflferently about wri- 
ting) to each other, or you would not have let fix 
days: go. by without writing i^ n^^ for your latt 
- ktter w^s written laft Monday night 3 yoxi do n6t 
naafee ^llowances^ my dear > for my^aniiety about 
you— indeed you do not. I am never eafy but 
'when laA writing to you. I hope it is forgetful- 
nefs that is the caufciof your filence, and that you 
continue well. I (hall be miferable. until Tuefday 
comes> andjf a letter (hcailri not come then, for 
God knows how. long your filence may laft, I /hall 
fet off, and come fomlcwhere in the jiaghbourhaod 
of Critchill, and find out how you ar^ ;**-ybu drive 
me to 'it, my dear, for I cannot bear not knowrag 
bow you are ;^^how I wifb for Tuefday 1'- ^ 

. .. ' ■ > ' X • 

You obferve> Gentlemen,' that in^^onfeiquen'ce 

of the interception of letters. Lord Blandfofd was 

, alarmed left fomething (hould iake ' place by his 

coming to Critchill, th^t might lead to a deteftion 

.•.'.•','■ c ' - / of 
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of the amour; he therefore propofes only to cotne 
into the neighbourhood ; his guilty mind fuggeftecft 
^0 bim that he could not venture with fafety to tbf 
houfe of the man he had injured*' 

The fame letter thus continues, under a fubfe- 
qucnt date, of eleven o'clock : 

. ^' Indeed, my dear Mary Aime, I am quite at 
at lofs to conjecture why I did not hear from you 
to-day ; a thoufand ideas come into my mind, but 
I cannot fix upon any one : all I hope is, (bat it \% 
not from illnefs. The more, though, that I per* 
fuadd myfelf that you would certainly not have 
kept me fo long without hearing of you, the more 
] am inclined to think that you are tU ; may 
Heaven grant, that I maybe wrong, aiid that I 
may have to upbraid you, an4 not to know that 
you are illi My mind is fo uncomfortable aboutr 
you, that I cannot even think of the fubjed: about 
which I ufuaUy write ; I can. think of nothing elfe 
but yoa— in my life I never felt fuch a tremor as I 
do now ! Indeed,, indeed^ I fear you are ill, for 
you could not otherwife have ufed me fo cruelly, 
for you know my feelings. 

" God in Heaven proted you ! Was I without 
any one in the houfe/ I (hould fet off now ; but 
if I do not hear on Tuefday, I am determined to 
know all about you before the n^ht. Adieu ! I 
cannot write or think. 

*« Mod truly yours, 

" Blandford/* 
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There k then another letter, which plainly ap- 
pears to have been an envelope ; it runs thus : 

No. 4. 
*' Dear Lady Mary Akne, 
** IT is fo long fince I beard from you, that I 
doubt if you have received my letters. As two 
letters of mine, to different people, have been loft 
within this fortnight ; this may pofiibly be the 
cafe. I do not yet know where Charles is, but 
'fuppofe at CritchilL I fliall dired this to him 
there. God blefs you 1 

" Sincerely yours, 

'* Blakh^ford.-* 

Enclofed in thi$ envelope was the following 
llttter: • 

''Oneo'Chck, Tuefday.^ 
*' YOUR letter, which I find ought to have 
come oh Sunday, is juft come ; but do I dream, 
0r n it your own writing ? I think it was in my 
laft letter but one that I exprelTed a furprife at your 
never mentioning, in your letters, my coming to 
(^ritchill the end of January, and I faid.I hoped 
you would have no more whims*; I little thought 
that my conjedlures and alarms ^ere fb well 
founded ; — and do I, mufti live to receive a letter 
from you, faying that you had' rathev I was abfent 
from you than with you when you are confined ?-^ 
Strange operefrfiop..of feeling ! Did you not re-^ 
c a peatedly 
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pcatedly urge mc to leave Critchill, and go to 

'Weymouth, expreffly that I might be with yotf 

at the very time you was taken ill ; did you not 

buoy me up with the idea, and was it all to deceive 

me into compliance ? For flbame, for (hame 1 

you broke your word with me at Critchill ; I for^ 

gave it, though I could not forget it; and you 

how break your word again, and ftiow an unwill- 

ingnefs and rcluftance to have me with you when 

your are confined. Is it .to Jet me down eafy that 

you ufe mc fo ?. is it to endeavour to charge the 

love I bear you with difguft,'br what is it ? For 

God's fake remember that bur mutgal conftancy is 

our only hope,. our atonement with Heavens do 

. not let that flip, nor endeavour to drive me into 

^nconftancy, for it will be fending me into all the 

torments of hell. Another letter to advife fo horrid 

a meafure, too ! a mcafure which I had hoped you 

would have repented of having made asfoon as 

you had written it ; bot I have faid enough .of that 

mcafure in a former letter, and fhut my mouth 

, upon it for ever. No, you may drive me Frbm^ 

you in time by fuch conduft as you are now pur- 

fuing'by me, but never can you induce Aic to 

truft or care for woman more.^ Damnktioh i is cot 

even Mary Anne exempted from deceit axid falfe- 

hood ? 

*' You tell me to maike myfcif happy, and yet aft 

^ in a maimer that you know mufi: make me naifer- 

able. Let me aik yoif one fnigle qacftbns Do 

' . ^ ' you 



you think there is a woman in the world who loves 
^ man truly, that would rather have him abfent from - 
her at the time of her confinement than with her ? 
it is impofliblc, it is unnatural j I am miferable, 
at the idea of not being at Critchill at that time> 
but doubly fo at knowing that you wi(b me not to 
be Uiere : fuppofe I was really your bulband, 
(hould I be fent out of the houfe.at the time? If 
;hac is your intention, it is ingenuous of you to 
tell me. But I know that your intention is, that I 
(hould not come at all there *; and I know that 
your intention has been fo ever fince I firft went 
to Weymouth ; but do you recoiled who you de^ 
ceive, who you ufe in tht manner you do ? One - 
who would rather die thao deceive you. For 
(hame, for (hame, Mary Anne i 

^^ Notwithftanding ^ou faid'tbat nothing (hould 
induce you to go to St. Giles's * if I was not there, 
I find by your letter you have been ; I fuppofe i;hc 
eloquence of a certain perfon has produced more 
cfTedt at Critchill t^ian it did in the Houfe of 
Commons f, and I dare fay great part of your 
letter to me is .owing to the fame perfuafive ora- 
tory ; he does not like to deny me himfelf, and 
has prevailed upoa you to do it. I am determined 
pevpr again to truft to any promifes you make me, ' 
xior to allow of any qualification or pleafure being 

* Afcatofthegaflpf Shaftefburyi 

t This alludes to Mr, Sturt's motion on the Fcrrol «xpc- 
fTition. 

put 
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put off that can take place immediately; for I 
find you can both promife me and deceive me; 
i refef to your own conduA to me to prove it ; you 
cannot fay I am harih or cruel, unleG ypu can 
prove that what I (ay is not true. For Heaven's 
fake, leave off defiring me to make myleif happy 
and coitifbrlable, till you tzn love as I do, and 
reckon your promifes facred. You aik mc abbut 
my reception here ; it was as ufual ; but we diCm 
{igreed in lefs than an hour • after I arrived^ and 
fcarcely fpoke till next day. 

<^ I (hall dired this to Critcbill, as the fafcft 
pUcc, as I fuppofc your letters will be forwarded 
to you if you are ftill at St. Giles's, or any where 
clfe. 

*' I (ball how clofe this unpleafant, . bearti- 
breaking fubjeft, with one old, trite, but true ob*' 
fervaiion, i^hac ^ continual dropping will wear 
* away a fton9.* I remain, much more than you 
can wi(b, much more thin you have a right ta* 
expcdt, 

*^ Affectionately, and, I hope, 

" Unalterably yours, 

** Blandforb." 

It appears, that fubfeqticnt to this period, upon 
the difcovery being made, there was a communi- 
cation by Mr. Start to a near relation, who re- 
monftratcd with Lady Mary Anne upon the fubjeft. 
. At. this time Mr. Sturr had rcfolvcd never more 

to 
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to have toy further infercourfe with his. lady. ^He 
was then near her deliVci^y 6f a child which Mr* 
Sturt knew was not, his. The letter he had inter- 
cepted afforded ample convidtion of his djflionour; 
for why clfe did Lord Blandford, if lie had not 
had a criminal connexion with Lady Anne, conlider 
that it would be improper for liim to be with her ? 
You will find there was a communication on th^ 
part of the relation I have mentioned to Mrs. Sturt, 
of the unhappy ftate in which, by her guiky corl- 
du<a, (he had placed her hufband. You will find 
alfo, that (lie communicated this to Lord Bland^ 
ford ; and you will fee how he endeav<$ured to 
prevent the rcj^ntancc of this unhappy loft Wo- 
inan, and plunge her deeper into the j^v^ of de- 
ftrudion. In a letter, to ^yhich there is no other 
date than ** Nine o'clock, Thurfday," he fays 
thus: 

N04 7- 

** 1 HAVE juft received, my dear Mai-y Anne, 
7t>^jr extraordinary letter, perfiaps the mpft extra- 
ordinary I ever got from you. I am, as you muft 
be convinced, miferable at the profpeft of your 
being talked and frightened out of the remains of 
love you tr^y have for me. With rcfped to my not 
being upon my guard at Weymouth, I can pofi* 
lively affirm, that I never did or faid any thing to 
Lady S. that could poffibly authorize her to fay all 
(he did to you; and as for being* uneafy when I 
did not hear from you, how could (he tell when I 

did. 
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did, for I never (ho\yed bcr any of your letters, 6# 
told her I had beard; fo i\\2ii ihh h si downrighi 
lie. What (he means by my not going to town 
till you are there, I am alfo at a lofs to conceive j 
for I repeatedly io\(\ her^ my houfe would not be 
ready to receive me. I am perfectly convinced^ 
that whatever her ideas are^ that,! have neither, 
done or faid any thing to her bo induce her ta 
form ^hofe opinions, ' though, God knows, I do 
not deny the truth of th'em. I muft now alk you^ 
pntefpr'^I, Do you mean that my vifits to CdtchiU 
in futyr^, ftlP^ld be .guided, by her ? beqaufe^ if fo^ 
therfooner I put it out of my power, to,make themj 
the better,^ and qbw I fipd how truly I prophofied 
in my laft letter, that your wifti was tp prevent my 
coming to; Qrili^ill ^^ ^A* , • 

" I fupppfe Ihe abufed me finely to you ; I hopa 
you will have the fincerity left to tell me all the 
abufe (heUaviflied on me, that I may have ani 
additional reafoQ ivevcr to fet my foot .within her 
houfe again. , You. have now a fine argument 
in your favour againll me, the entreaties of your 
friends* X muft add one thing, that if T am^ not 
to (land in pSrfon, I muft beg not to be fponfor, 
as was , beforr fettled. Alas 1 how Httle did I 
fuppof?^ t^at your attachment could be guided by 
the a^yic^ of another ! but here it -muft end. Once 
for aj^ l^ejD, will y6,u hearken ta me, or to other? ? 
anfwpr me this, and that ftiall feal our fate } feal it 
for ever ! And, O merciful Father ! bear me wit- 
4 ' ' nefs 
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rkk Akt my Jove for Mary Anne has ever" bceii 
pure *fad unccafing.; and that, though (he now 
gives me up, following the diftates of others in, 
preference to thofe of her own heart, I never fliall 
ceafe to love; never will ceafe to pray for her, 
bappinefey both in this world and the world td 
come ; and grant alfo^ moft indulgent Father, th^ 
the mifery and an^uifli with which thy ftiort life 
will bo chequeredy may infure to her fomething 
like Happinefs in this World, and endl^fr joys in 
the world to come ! : 

>* So ends this ftrange and eventful hiftorjr-; 
4las i how . often have I told ypu, that jour at- 
tachment would not beat a cKetk, ihd' how rnuch 
Jv dreaded fuch a €>ne as the prefent; itAvasmy 
mDrning and my evening fong to you ; alas, h^w 
true! If you ihfwer this Tetfer thoroughly, our 
jcorrefpondence iflay clofe, as you feem to wifli it^ 
and I am not to hav^ even the advantage oif heading 
about my '<^^^n child. Damffation ! worfe than 4 
dbg you ufe me; but I muft not complain. Adieu 1 
And y0u tell me to be happ/; know* though, and 
by tny God it is^ tr\ie, tliat I ani mbre'wrctchcd*, 
more in toffure n^,-t^an I ever wafs iH thy life, . 
and that*! cannot long bear it, TtXi'rcft not td be 
happy i'\t\V fhe the tnlth, that yoS prefef otheW 
wiQ«s^ td ihy cdfnfoet/ arid' that yoh delighl Ih 
making me wretched ; >eH me, thetii fweai* it,'atNl 
force me to decide (i^on the only fleps which cih 
rid me^^f.mifery! Cruel Mary Antie, you have 

j> been ^ 
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j>jBeft told I. love you to phfeoly; ^hy then add 
fuel to nay brain, which is now in flames ? Take 
fare yqu do not make me mad^^ 

" The ofiener I read your letter the more tcrr 
rible my fituation appears. To have foftercd a love 
for you, and to have built hopes of its ope d^ 
becorriing mutual, and for ie^now to be blafted, i$ 
more than I can bear* My fqrrows muft coi^Aime 
me at la^ ; you do not kao>y theni, you cannpt 
feel themi had I ever plagued you and ill-ufed 
you, as much as I have ever witd to/dcf the rcr 
ycrfe, you could not wifti me fiich anguifli. : Oh I 
deceitful Mary Anqe, why h^ve i. pitched my 
affe(9:iQns upon one whq ha^ ^o^t ^^ heart to return 
them,, and ^ can have the ext^me barbarity .10 fay, 
f Iwouldloye you, but my; friends advife rxkC 
^ againft it, apd their advice Js my ftrft cpnfiderar 
' tion/ prior JO mine, prior, to one who, was 1 to 
live a thpufand years, I could DQt tell . you half 
what I have felt for yoo. Why . ^ap noj I gonr 
yinced, .>yhen ypu firft refuf^d to leave the world 
for mtf?: why w^s not I tljpn convinced you di4 
not loye^me ? I ought to hajye^bpen; bm blindneft 
has damned me* .Alas! it i§tbut tpo* plain that 
the, perfon yqu , wrote abiput has ppw, gqt an af-r 
pendancy ovqr yopr aftions, even tq perfume you 
to kill and -deftroy fte .f GoQd heavens j is it poffir 
t)le ? r)on*t fay again I wap off my guard, for it i$ 
a fie ! and fo you -* truft I will do away any id ea§ 
f pic may have by going to (own early in Febrq- 

f ary/ 
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^ ary/ Cold, inanimate woman ! A^'hat would ybii 
be at? do you know it jl me you are addrcffing ? 
I who you have fo bfteri fwbrn yod loved, you 
adbred ? What is the change owing to ? Tell ine, 
^fTiire me I haVe a rival, and I will murder myfelf 

' jto be out of his way ; any thirtg to make you 

- > happy : but fpare me, fpare^m/ poor heart a: little ; 

I will.promife you not tp injure a hair of his head 

* if there is a rival: bhly fpare me, don't torture 

jme, let me die quietly; fpare me, once, my Mary 

Anne; by the oaths you have now broken, by the 

. proteftations of love which yoii npw forfa^p; by aU 

the dear deceitis which' ybu praftifcd upon me iii 

ilffuririg liic ybu loved me ; by lill thefe fpare me. 

• Deceive me a .Iktlc longer, I fliall not live long ; 
Itet me fancy you love me, arid let nie have the 
idea, though the reality is, I know, for ever flown. 
Lady S. cannot objed to that ; I will write and gei: 
her confent if yoik do not. Curfe the childifh tears 
that are how falling on jhe paper ; but I cannojt 
Kelp them; my heart is ready to break, and the 
6nly comfort I can have^ i^, that you have broke it* 
*' Ybu* fay you hate arty one to fufped any at- 
itachment between us i in (hbrt; you are afllamcd of 
loving me, and had -rather forego the pleAfures of 
^ ^ it thah hate it thought; Thank God, I believe 
khis idea will cure me. 

'* Bi.ANDFbltD. 

** I doti't care a ftravv who fee? this letter.*' 

' D i ' Such 
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Such is the manner in which ^e remonftrate^ 
with this lady for endeavouring to qui; the con- 
nexion. I will now, rcaa one leiter, which will 
(how you more than any I have yet read, the. 
fituation in which thefe two pcrfons ftood with rc- 
•gard to each other. 

It is dated " Two o'clock^ Thurfday,'* and is 
4s fbllovys ; ^ 

No. 10. ; ; 

- ^' THOUGH I have but juft fealed up my letter 
to you, I canpot help making one effort more to 
preferve you for me, and myfelf for you, in cafe 
my letter juft fealed Ihould fail. For God*s fake, 
Mary Anne, if you have not burnt the letter I 
wrote to you from St. Giles's (and you (aid you 
would not), for God's fake, ^nd for your own 
fake,;and my fake, read it over again; do not 
fliut your eyes againft conviftioni but be perftiaded, 
that whatever militates againft oar love cannot be 
' acceptable in the eyes of Providehce. Po not imagine 
that ■ is your friend in the advice (he gives 

you ; do not imagine it is you (he means to ferv^c y 
rio, (he means to curry the favour of another' by 
it, and certainly will contrive that that other (liall 
know it : you can guefs the lady I allude to, one 
near me at prefent : do not fuppofe that Lady S^ 
is either your friend or mine in her advice ; np, 
our bitter enemy. — ' Liften not to the voice of the 
^charmer, charm he ever fo vvifely/ — She is in 
bopes of deftroying the attachment (he may think 
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you have for me; an4Jhe thinks that when I fee 
' iha^ gone, that mine will foon follow : this is he^ 
plan. ' She has loft her own love, and wifties you 
CO do the fanie ; but can fo (hort an abfence as a 
fortnight induce ^you to liften to her in preference 
to nie ? I would^ (hink it impoflible. I feel un- 
.commpaly infpired to put you on your guard 
againft her ; depend upon it, the fiend is at the 
bottom of it all ; he is too cunnings and under too many 
obUgat'wns to me^ to do it himfelf, and has employed 
anocher as evil miqded as himfelf* Believe me, 
my dear, I am fpeaking. truth ; for though he docs 
not care for you, he cares for himfelf. 

" Let rac entreat you to (hut your ears againft 
any thing (he may fay ; (he is a devil, I fee it, and 
her whole aim is to difunite us; "but I cannot think 
.till I fee it that flie can fucceed ; her very reprc- 
fentation of my love for ypu as frantic, fhows that 
(he wilhed to imply that it would iiot laft» Take 
icare^ w|aat you Irften to about me ; for retnemb^r, 
that though, at firft we hear our friends abufed with 
difguft, the fecond time we liften to it we hear it 
with indifference, and, th^ third time we joia in 
it. For God's fake, Mary Anne, if you value 
your love f3r me, if you do not wi(h to conquer it, 
beware of her arts ; her wi(h is to deceive, her very 
religion teaches her to be an hypocrite ; and while (he 
i« preteading ^o be your friend, (he is fecrctly un- 
dermining both our happinefs. Can you for a mo- 
njent give a preference to her cpunfelsi Can I have 
"4 any 
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iny thing but your gc^iod, your welfare, at ffeart ^ 
What a new fcene of difficulty it muft open td ' 
roc if you liften to her, to that abominable ^ odious; 
diabolical woman, the pejl of our fex, as Jhe is the 
difgrace to her own ! She of whom you have fo 
often had reafon to complsiny is to be preferred 
and liftcned to in preference of me! I cannot 
^binfc it poffible^ I rnuft not,- cannot atlow it ; t 
mufl: be Icfs than a man to fuffcr ytfu to throw 
yourfclf away in thife manner, and make us both 
wretched* I am bound by duty as well as love to^ 
open your eye^ ere it \% too late, and ere; you have 
made her fome promife, which Yhey by her atcy 
will prevail on you to make: her objeft is plain; 
it is» that you fhould by degrees (hake off y out 
connexion with me i and can you really cbnfent 
to that ? I have no doubt, thai now ftie ha^ once' 
beg,un the fubj.edt, flie will make- ufe of many^ar- 
gumcJnts,. ^whrch may appear pfaufible till they are 
re/utcd and their fallacy proved. J have no dodb^ 
I fliall be rcprefeRted to you by degrees as z,feduc^r^ 
a monfiery or, at beft, a madman ; I have no doubt^ 
but that mapy things will be faid to you ;• arid t"hc 
k)nger anterval flie can obtain from your being* 
able to converfe with me, the more chance ihe wil^ 
ihink fhc has; this is one great reafon why (he 
wifiied you to prevent my coming to you tl^e end: 
of this month/ Surely it does not require great 
penetratioiT to. fee through all thefe things; nothing 
ijppearS' cleaier'to me^. and I truft you will fee it? 

' in^ 
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]n the fat^ light-. B* affured alfo, that if you 
give^ way in this pne inftapce,'about my not coming 
to Critchilf, tM:j9ie will ft^vcrceafe plaguing you, 
and will reckon tier yi4lory complete. J am wiHing, 
according to your fii*ft requefl:, not to Mme rill ^ 
ftfter yoji are confined; bgt if yoil perfillonwifliing 
tnendt to tome to iht chnijlmngy I muft faycooHy 
irtd quietly, that you wiil do^the moft illj^dg^ 
thing, yow j^vgr^Hd :in yoqr Why and I really,: if 
Charles is th^je, (ball npt-thiok myfeJf aillo^ufcd^ " 
both for your fake and mine^:tQ indjrige ycru in h^ 
I realjy hope and believe you Jove me; but if you« 
perfift in this, it will be rt?ally too grofs a contra-^ 
di<9:ioh to my hope and belief. But I am (wn^ you 
ivill not, and Upon fefledion you will believe all 
I fay ; for both our fakes you ought. 
. f* Suppofe you had ever faid *****.* 
^ * ^ * (and: furely there was greater caufe) what 
(he has faid to you, da you think (he would have 
taken your advice ? Have 1 ever been as long with 
you as he is at ... ' — ?- Do I attend you up to 
town, and return when you return ?, In (bort, can 

k be compiired'? It 'is furcly not fdr to" 

t^lk as (h6 docs 5 you ought. to have told her fo ac 
pnce. * Good God ? how forry I am you liftened 
tp hear her abufe me ! Swear to mc,'or wc muft 
part for ever, that you will never again liften to 
tjer upon that fubjedt. Is this the time of <iay 
-that yoa Ihould a£k advice of others, after having 
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fiy Jotig (fevoted yourfelf to me and rrfy counrds ? 
Are you ho^ to take refuge in the advice of 
others ? and are they to lupplant me ? Y oU talK 
of my not being guarded, but it is you who b^ve 
hictk Uftguarded in paying attention to what - — --*-4 
has told you: why did you 'not tell her, as you 
have often dooe, that it was ali nonfenfe; arid 
ihat* you could ' n'dt hfelp Charles having who he 
Kke<l to his houfe? How comes it that -- 
feouid be chofen as- yourconfideht? and miraculoui 
d^tfs it feewi to nie, that you could fo quietly have 
•Jiftened to her fo long ? was it not partly ackaow* 
kdging the truth of what (he faid ? Say not theft 
that I have been ^ing^iarded, for I have never becit 
fo; but fay rather that you have, ^nd that yod 
have liftened to hear me abufed, till you vVas con^ • 
vinced I defer ved it. Mercy j is it poffible ? Am 
I, or ought I to be told now, that you renCuHcB 
me by the advice of your friends?* Are you n<>i 
fvvorn to me, and to me alone i Had you faid alJ 
this in June 1798, it might have paffed ; but fo\i 
was. then, alas ! as eager as I was (after th^ ejCpla-** 
natiori we bad) to renew our love, which vve founA 
had never been extinguiOied, though' \ married 
with that intent ; and four years, or, believ^,* 
five,: bad paffed without ever feeing each other, op 
fe6lding any intercourfe. Are you to tell me now^ 
rhat your- friends are againft it/ and to jilt me in- 
this noanner ? 

** I have 
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** I have how fatd every thing which tettdtrhefs, 
nafony and religion didatcs; and I . am confident 
that if I meet with an equal (hare of the three in 
her whom I am addreffing, (he will fpurn the ad- 
vice of. others when it can any way militate againU 
our raqtual love. Your anfwer to this muft feal 
our doom for ever ; but as I anticipate it, t myft 
41gn myfelf, what*I4iave never ccafed to Ije, 
** Yours affeftionatcly, 

^^ And mod fincercly fo, 

" BLANDF0ltl>." • 

There is a poftfcript added to this letter, dated 
Sunday, which is to this effedt : . 

'* I Iwive n(i letter from you to-day ; none fince 
Thorfday : this completes everything; however," 
I Ihall make no further comments upon your inhd- 
maniey :- 1 only think it right to tell you, that yo\x 
Iiave fucceeded in making me the verieft example ' 
6f wfetchednefs that, I believe, ever drew br6ath. 
ijttfy B is, (^uite alarmed about me^ far I bur ft inw 
tears contmally and talk fo in my Jkep^ that Jhe ii 
juiie frightened^ . Tbmgs might have been other- 
wife ; you might have miide them fo ; one piecje 
6f wifdoiM you will have been taught by it, namely, 
how dangefom it is to let a third perfom in betweeft 
erorfdtes and thbfe we lovje. 

" /♦ Adieu F Th«t you may profk by myftlif- 
for:uncs i$ ftill the prayer of one who^ had yoir 

E ' treated 



*^^. 



( a6 ) 

trcatpd hicn with moderate kindncfs. Would pcvcr 
.have ceafed being, for. a moment, 

f * Moft affedipnately ^nd 

*f Unalterably yours, 

, ,« B . 

f^ I mud beg for ^n anfw^r to this as fqon asf 
you can ; for the tortures of fufpenfe, • and fucb % 
fufpenfe ! are worfe to me than ,the agoiiies of 
death ! Two words — nay, one will do; am I tq 
belong to you or to nobody ?'* 

Such, Gentlemen, is the manner iq \yhicb Lprd 
Blandford addreffes this guilty woin^n, and drives; 
her on to deftruftion. After having invaded the 
bed of her hulband, after haying impofed upon 
. him a fpurious race to enjoy the fprtune cptailed 
upon them by his marriage fettlcnietit, after haying 
^ccompliftied the ruin of the foul and body of thisi 
wretched wife, after his adulterous commerce had 
been fufpefted and difcovered, after her relation 
Itad been endeavcfuring to bring her back to 9, fenf^ 
of her duty, or at leaft that (he might .not add tp 
' her crime by a repetition of it, this is the manneC' 
In ivhich he afgues in his .letters to her, written in 
order to prevent her following the advifie of htr 
friend ; and makes qfe of religion and Providence 
as a (talking- horfe, as if religion pt Proyidcncc 
could have any thing to dp with regard to a love 
of fp guilty and iqfaqious a nature* . 

There 
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T^hcrc IS a letter which perhaps I might have 
iiaftened to at once, and left it to the officer gf the 
Court to have read the other two letters, which arc 
neceffary to fill up thfe chafm ; and that is one 
which, I humbly fubmit, would of itfelf be fuffi- 
cicnt to entitle me to youf verdid ; biit. probably 
you, Gentlenien, and his Lordttiip, would have 
faidi We wifli to bfc convinced by a regiSlar train 
of correfpondence, that a long intrigue has taken 
place introdaftory to it, arid that as I^ could not 
prove, any fpecific aft df adultery, I ought not td 
conieht myfelf with the produdion of one letter. 

It is fdr this purpofc I have read the differcnc 
parts of the correfpondence. The letter I am now 
about to read is decifive of the guilt of the De- 
fendant : it is dated Sunday night, and wis written * 
after the deliveryof the child of which Lady Mary 
Anne Stur't was within fix weeks of being delivered 
at the trmie the difcovery of the illicit amour was 
taadc. h is in thcfe terms : 

. . • No. i8. 

*^ TI4AT Heaven^ my more than ever beloved 
Mary Anne, who has fo indulgently granted my 
prayers for your fafe deliverance, may dill continue 
to (hifeld you under its fafeguard, is my conftanc 
and ardent prayer! However we may have had ' 
hither t6 fepar ate concerns , we cdn^have hut one now; 
hut 6nt point to look to, and' that one (he dear pledge 
cf our eternal love ! Oh, my wife ! my dear, my . 
E 2 adored 



( ^8 ) 

adored wfd ihi blejid mtber of my chiUt miot a 
foQr €Ofi^Viyatu:e language is to *xprtjfs ibe feeli»g$ of 
a heart really overcome mfb ajfe^Htm and lovit 
J k(V4 y^u Un millioMS of times mere fhan e^oer 1 diA 
My joy at beariog yoa was {afc, aad my ccftify at 
I^nowing that you ^as compaiau\^ely fiee from 
pai% was cnpre than I r^ajiy can cxprefs. . Suffer, 
my adored M^ry Ami^., (hai the dear babe^ wbo» 
f las ! I have, not yet fccn^ coay fo cement us i»' lotm 
^ai^ affe<^iofiA that no inachinano^s of och^s may 
ever have a chance of fucceeding in catiiing even 
a temporary coldnefs between us ! Love the father 
VI the child^ my' dear^ and never be alhamed of 
the '^prkings of nature anjj^pathy I Love my poof 
Georgiana for th^ falte of your George, youf BlacydA 
ford, yoMxhuJhand, yow devoted half! Heaven 
IjLQows, and Hcav^ only knows, how I love you, 
my dear Mary Anne ; and Heaven will reward mc 
yet for my conftancy. Oh ! could I now prefs my 
child and its dear mother to my arms ^ I jcould 
. do it with the greatefi innocence ! It appears more 
)ike a romance than' a real narration of fads, that I 
ftiould be feparated from a mother and <chiki I 
adore ! When you do write, my dear,^ write as if 
you acknowledged me as your hulband, for fo I 
am by every divine law ! I thought a month ago^ 
that I had arrived at the utmqft pitch of loving,, 
but I find that I was miftaken, and that I now love 
more than evw*, for I love you now as my wife 
and the mother of my child. Adieu, my love: I 

mufl; 
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tnuft not Write too much to agitate you; I will 
I write again food, but you muft expcft tautology. 

I ' €€ ^o^ religioufly and unalterably yours, 

" Blanjdford.'* 

This Jetter muft conTince every nian who reads 
k, that Lord Blandford knew be was the fa(her:0f 
^e child of which Lady M^ry Anne bad been 
\ delivered^ and that he was endeftvtnnring to deprive 

her ef repentance^ and urge her in the anfaappy 
courfe in which he had involved her. 

I i^iall prove, befides^. that Lord Blandford had 
determined to forfake bis own family, to give «p 
bis own vijfeand beautiful children, in order to go 
to a diftant corantiry with Lady Mary Anne Stiart^ 
ibere to fpend the remainder of his days. 

You wril fee, during the whok courfe of this 
criminal correfpondcnce, the Defendant profeffing 
the greateft frietidftiip for the Plaintiff, and at the 
feme tiaie abufing him, by ufing his privilege of ' 
a Member of Parliament, in fending thefe letters 
to his Wife under cover of envelopes direded ta 
himfelf. ' ' 

As a proof of this affertion, I will now read ta 
you a letter he wrpte to Mr. Sturt only a few days 
before the dfetcsaion which led to the pnsfent . ac- 
^ tioD* h is |hus : 
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No. 41. , '■ 

** Dear CiiXr£eS^ 
*^ I WAS, indeed, in hopes to have feen yoiy 
tcre in your way down, and I believe I fhould 
have p'afTed a couple of days at Longford in my 
way, if 1 had not hoped to have feen you here oii 
Monday; and I realfy thought my letter pretty, 
dccifive. 1 conclude by your tetter; that Lady 
M. A. has returned from Critchitl ; tha^t syo'u arc 
there by this time, and acquainted With all my 
adventures. I (hall be moft happy to <!:o'me to you 
the end of JanCiary,- and (liall probably hot take 
my gun in my hand tiH then, as we have no phea- j 

lants at all, you know, here> and I think partridge- 
(hooting pobr fpOrt in compa'rifotiv If my wilhei 
could procure you *' a merry Cbriftmas,** I would 
give them with delight ; but for children of adveffity^ 
like you and me, to wilh each other N^hat they . 
muft be certain can only exift in* wilhes, would be. 
almoft an infuk ; fo I fhdl make a bargain with 
you, that " merry Chriftmafes and happy ncW 
years'* ma/ be dropt between us till one or the 
dcher of us can fee a profpeft of either being real- 
ized. Mdft heartily, though-, do I wifti yoiu joy 
of the Jaft day of the year, being, if I remepiber 
right. Lady Mary Anne's birth-d^yj ai^d n)oft 
fincerely do I hope that (lie may fee many more ; 
and I cannot perhaps wifh her a greater fhare of 
happincfs than her own merits entitle her to. 

" Hong 
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. f^ I long to (hpot jat Abbey Croft, without the 
|riik of meeting Pajrron Kiag^ ^y kifidcft C(>mp]iir 
ipents to Lady Mary. 

f^ Believe me, 

f ' r>ear Charles, 
If^hite Knights. » *' Very fincerely ypur$, 
Wednefday. ^^ Blandforp/' 

Iconfefff, Gentlemen, that, as it appears to me, 
it' would 'be a moft (haiileful wafte o£ time to en- 
deavour, by any thing I could fay, to excite your" 
refentment and indignacion at a conduft like this, 
I ftand here to reprefent Mp l^turt, to plead for 
him, and to ftate his wrongs to you — -wrongs they 
are, pot only as they affedl: him, but as they affedt - 
the pubh'c, the caufe of virtue, religion, and mo- 
rality, and every thing dear and facred tha.t belongs 
tp focial life : and I maintain,, that it is impoflible 
for yop tp give any verdift thai can be adequate'ta 
the injury fuftained by a man who is placed in this 
fjtuation by the con^udl of the Defendant; that^ 
the childr(?n he looked up to as the dearcft comforts 
* of his life, he can only confider as the fpqrious 
iflue of an adulterous intercourfe, with the addi- 
tional mortification of being cbnfcious that they 
ipuft inherit the property fettled upon the offspring 
of his wife, for fuch is the effeft of his marriage 
^articles. 

I am perfuad(5d, Gentlemen, you will give the 
l^ullefl attention to this cafe. Ic is not my intention 

to 
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«6 oflfer any parole evidence of an b,& of adultery ; 
the Defendant has taken care to conduft himfelf 
with a degree of circumfpedion which preclude* 
ihe poflibility of laying before you that kind of 
proof which ufually conftitutes the foundation of 
ihefe forts of adions. 



The JRev.. Dr, Charles Mofs proved the folemn- 
iagation of the marriage between the Plaintiff and 
his wife, Ota the 14th April 1788, at the hou(e of 
the lady's father, 

Mr, Jonathan Brundrett, clerk to Mr, Lowten, 
tlie Plaimiff's folickor, produced an extradt of the 
tMty made in the regiftcr-book of n>arriages in the 
|9arifh of St. George, Hanover Square. 

The rcgifter was to this effect : 14th April' 
1788. Charles Sturt, Efq. of the pariifli of St. 
JatfAes, Weftminfter, and the Right Hon, Lady 
Mary An^ne Afliky, fpinfter, were this day married 
by fpecial iiccnfe of his Grace the Archbi(hop of 
Canterbury, * 

- The Attorney General fubcnitted, that as the tMar* 
mge bad been folemnized in an uncanonical place> 
tbc fptdal Hcejiie ought to be produced* 

Lord jiTigwypw faid he had never known a fpecial 

]ic»fe xequived to* be produced in an a^ion of 

4 this 
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thk kind ; 9nd at all events he fhould .not ftop the 
caufc for want of it. 

Tbe Rev. George Marsh Jzvorn^^-^Examined iy 
Mr. Jektll. 

^ You arc a clergyman ? 

^, Yes. I am the rcftor of Critchill. ' 

^ I believe it is within tha? parifh the country 
relidence of Mr. Sturt is fituated ? 

-4* Itis. ' 

^ Your relidence is near his ? 

ui. We live about a mile and an half from each . 
other. 

^. How long have you been acquainted, with 
Mr. and Lady Mary Anne Sturt ? 

A. I have been acquainted with Lady Mary 
Anne ever fince her marriage, which is thirteen 
years ago, and with Mr. Sturt fince the year be-- 
fore. 

^ I believe you have had frequent occafions of 
being with Mr; Sturt arid Lady Mary Anw, both 
at their town and country refidence ? . 

^. Only. in the country, while they haye refidedat 
Critchill, which in the cpyrfe of thcthirtCQli years 
has not been above a third of the time, 

^ In. what manner did they appear to you to 
have lived together ? 

jt, I faw no impropriety in ihe behfiviogr. of 
cither pf them ; they conduced themfetves with 
great appearapqe Qf^fFeftion on both fides, 

? ' CrofS' 



' Orofi-examinid iy Mr. GiFtfs. ' 

j^ Have yop known them up to the laft year ? 

:^'Yes.. .. V ^ ., " \^._ ' : 

^ ^ Did you chriften the child ? 

-^. I named it in the houfc— it was neycr ic»* 
ceived into the church. 

^ Was Mr. Sturt prefent ? . • • 

j1. No ; he was not^ 

^ Who was ? 

^. Lady Mary ; and, I ihink, Mrs. Sykes, the 
children's governefs, and the nurfes were called in. 

Lord Kenyon. What children have they ? * 

J. I believe three befid^s thi3 laft ; one^fon and 
two daughters— the eldeft daiaghter abou^ ten, 51r4 
the fon about fix. » . 

Captain Salvin. — Examined h M-^Ersjcine. 

■ '^i •' '- ' "■■* ''■'-' ••■"■■ • ^ . • __ , 

^ Are you acquainted with Mr. Sturt ? 
• »^.'-Yfe9. ■ •• •■ •• ^* .'' ' ', , 

^ How long have yfeu" 'kho^n liim) 

A. About fourteen years. 

^ Hav^^you bedft itr the courfe of vifiting him ? 

A. Yes'; J have been in the farnily for two 
months together at a titqe. 
. ^. What was 'his behavteui* towards 'his wife^ fp 
far as you vyas enabled to obferve it ? 

A. I n^vir fa'w a family more united than it 
appeared to be in eveiry rtfpeia. They IxvtA to- 
gether with the greateft harmony, I thouglit;^. 
' • ^ • ^ Did 
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. M^ Bid Mr- Sturt app^c to be affeftbnatQ and 
attentive to Lady Mary Anne ? . ', 

J. Very much fo. 

^^ DidAfc appear fo(<) him? -i:-'- . 

Jl. I th9i^g)|w. ft, pftrtte.i^afjyr^ccr;ife* lefcape 
from the fea laft year. 1 never faw a pqjripS ij^pro 
afFeftedj or exprefs greai[egr,<Jp?|^j^i3^foi'; j^; hPlbjLnd 
than Lady ^i^yc A^^j^nc dii(i.yp<>R t^fS ogGag^n. 
/ %.W*a|^s j^p.dftCj^pftfee periods yw;fir«:fp.€»k- 
ing^of? ^ •T^'irLi*! J. •!;... .^i j:!: ,.L '• 

Jl. It was in tlj^ Jatter^fjidiQ^f flif..oaoni]b pf 5?p* 
<fB?fefnt(/»^Ja5gippiqg'of$^^ 

Garrow. 

^ Hpiylppg h^ye yo« J?>e?p: ^cquw«fd yit^ 
Mr. Sturt and his lady ? ,. ^ , . 

4, I l^vc been acquvn|s4 M^i^U Mr. S^OK tea 
X?ft5S^ awiXfadyRJ^n^^ijnethrce^.y^ 

^ Have yoq l^d gnRppppsrWRiti^^ 
them together, and of knowing how th?y;b§h?ved 
towards e^j^otjbfa: ? ; ^ _ ^. ; 

j -^.; Qnly^jqc? j J fpent .^re^jyeieks with them 
ac l^cpjWDfca Ca%. 

,^ Iijforin )>js; LortW^ip anii ith? Jury how they, ap- 
gfa£^d.ii9 Uv;? togiether. ^ 

^; In gjsj^foa h^mpny-—! tj^pght his msmm: 
to his wife more than common. 

^ Had they children ? 
' ^* Yes I two daughters and a fon. 

^F a , \^ The 
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; ^ .Thejddcftaypuogkdyaboutteii y^rsdld? . 
A Juft fb. 

Mr. William BzLL.^^Examittfd ky Mr. J^i^thU 

t* ^ I t)elievc, Sir, you arc a furgcoh ? ' 
' X Yes. • ^ ^ •;•.•••; 

^ Where do yoa live? , 

^. At "Poole, in the couinty of Doffet. 
'^.Is that in the. neighbourhood "of Brownfca 
Cattle, the feat of the Plaintiff ? 
"■ Ai Itis about five miles diftant.' - --• 

^^ How long havt y^u known- Mr. iahd LJady 
Mary Anne Sturt ? 

Al I tiave attended i:iicm between fdur and five 
years. ^-:. v>.r... .) 

4ij^3H[^V^'J^:Oufreqt3erttty attended ^^^^ * 

A. Yes; rsitherfb* 
i* Dtirti^ fuch times a[s you have bad the oppor- 
tunity of obferving^fty 'whether or h6c Mr. Sturt 
mtthiMt^ariafFeaidfifdrfcis'wife. > . 

• -^.Uniformly.- o • ' , 

^. What was her conduft towards him > 

' -rf; Very fimikr; "but of l^ke ntthcr cold. I 
attended during a flight illnefs of Mr. Scarfs laft 
year, and "I thought 'her behavjoar towards hini 
was Tather diftant and cold ; there was not that 
warmth and affeftion I fliould have expcftcd firom; 
awife. ' " , 
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? . • , ,^ ' 

Crofs^xdmified By Mr. (jiB^Esy ^ * 

^ Have you attended them conftantly ? , 

A. Always, when they , have bceii at BroNvnfca 
Caftlc, for the laft three years. 

^., How lately? ; . . , ' . 

ji. I have attended tb^ domeftic^ up to the 

prefent time. The laft time I attended. Mr. Sturt 

was laft. year, M^er^bU mkaculous deliverance from 

the water.. ' ' ' ,,, 

' , Ml.. ;.• ' ■. 
Mr. Thomas King. — Examined h Mr. Erskine.^ 

^ Tdu attended fbe family as a|3iothecary ? - 

A. Yes. ' -. i.l^-'^-- 

^ Where do you live ? ' -- ' 

A. At Cranbourne, in Dorfetfliire. 

^ H6*r for is- that' from the Plairitiff Mr. Sturt*s 
refid<?hcif ? ' ^ • ^ 

' A: It i!s about fix miles from Critchill.' 

^ Dfd your attendance in the feirdly' give you 
an opponunity of vifitmg there ? 

A: Frequently. \ 

^. Had you an opportunity of obferving Mr.- 
Start's behaviour to his wife ? 

A I had. 
/ ^ What was his condiiSt towards her ? > 

-/f. Uniformly -kind, good, and affcftionate. 

^. Do you. know the Defendant, Lord Bland- 
ford ? 

A. Yes. 

1 ^ Have 
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^ Havp ypu ever cotrefponded with him ? 

A. Yes J I have received many letters and notes 
from him. V* 

J^. Who were they brought by ? 

A. Generally his own fervant. • 

^. Have you fcen him afterwards, ftfas to af- 
certain tKSt they came from him ? • - 

- if Yes/ '^ _ • -;-:-■:..-'. .:;::r;i :-/.. • 
' ^ Are^ yCKi ac(|uaia^d^' wi^h iis- mittner of 
writing? .:':,.•.: - 

Jl. I thmk I am. 

j^ £)o you believe thefe" letters (fal3 '^Mf. Er* 
ikine, prodUciojg liidfe mpaot) to h^ given in ^i* 
dence), to be his hand-writing ? ...... 

A. I do believe fo. . ^' • . ;' .; 

' ■ ' . . 1 .' • • ' ' ■ * ^' » 

Xhif .?)9fcd tlfe parole evidaacf , and <hc <)fficer 
of the Court proceeded to read the feveral leoiefs-/ 
detailed by Mr, Eri^ine>^ jin jijs opening fpecch, 

Mr. darrozv. — We now propofe to read .a Io|ter 
fern' by Ir^Wf) Bl|!indfofd_l^MrSf» Suirt fa^fequenc 
to the difcovery of their cfin^fi|il injercour^s; ^ 

. t * 
The oflJcer,9f.;hc Court read it; p^ follpxr^ : 
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f ^ London, February i6tb, iSof • 
f^ My ever beloved Mary Anj? p, 
' f' I HAVE now fulfilled A)y promife ; the f^t4 
pbriftcRing is oyer, and 1 am ftill in England ;—5' 
ftill in the country where all I loiirc upon earth re- 
fides, and where, ho*,eyer far off I may carry 
ttiyfelf, my heart will for ever remain, J wjU cnt^r, 
though, irnmediately on t]ie fubjeft, by faying, 
that I have now purfued every method I couM 
think of, of alTuring you, both of ray unbounded 
^ Jqvc and thorough repentance for liaving caufed 
yduthc uneafinefs and-n^iftry which, from too 
great haftitiefs (and not, | afTure you, from'aA^ifli 
to do it), I inadvertently occafioned. YoU linow 
nly heart; and I will venture to affirm, that at 
this very moment you are perfuadcd that I adore 
you. I have, however, found, at Icaft my little 
remains of reafon difltates it to me, that your love 
for me is extinguifted, and that t have now no* 
thing to hope, nothing to look forward to, and 
nothing left to value myfelf or my life fdr * nothing 
to ferve as a folace to my woe, nothing upon which 
I can 'even ground an illufion of pleafure. I have 
confiderbd, very ferioufly confidered, and recon- 
fidcred my fituation ; I find I now hpld to nothing, 
I am like a fingle pin in the world ; my father and 
mother rather wifh me ill than well (as I have 
lately had a proof of ) : Lady B. after a Ihort time, 
will be much happier without me ; and the pang 
which once my leaving the country would have 

occafioned 
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occ^fiQKjed you> reafpn tells me, can now never - 
arife, for the love which would have occafiooed 
it is extinguifhed, and I am as totally difre- 
garded by you as a perfeft ftranger. But here let 
me aflure youj that was the mod diftant idea 
thrown out to me, that my leaving the country 
wo^ld ftill occafioa you one regret, I would in- 
dandy abandon it. But^ alas I 1 muQ;, indeed, . 
iiaye the powicrs of jllufioa bcyoiid example, to 
fuppofe that that can Be the cs^Ce, I have therefore 
formi^d my plans, ^vhich are thefe ; Aj foon as t 
can poflibly get an ^wer back from Mr. Tray-^ 
torrens, my good friend in Swit^^erland, and that 
J can put my affairs in order before I go, I mean 
to bid an adieg, moft likely an^eyerlafting adieut, . 
to the coyntry ;— rl was always attached to Switi- 
zerland, and the people to me ; ^nd the romantic 
fcenes are very congenial to my feelings. A. letter ' \ 

to NewftrateJ, where Tra^torrens refides, will reaclv 
him in about twelve days ; he will irpm^diately, 
and I am fure joyfully, anfwer it, and I can have 
the anfwer as foon : fo that by this day four week3 
I may leave London for Yarmouth, where I (hall 
embark for Hamburgh^ Now^ left you (houl^ 
imagine I (hould leave Lady B. and my cliildrea. 
in any waqt of me, I will teU you, that as my in- 
come from my father is 2000/- per annum, -and the 
profit of the White Knights eftate, I intend to re- 
ferve 1000/. per annum for myfclf, and. leave the 
other 1000/. and the profits of White I^nights for 
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Xady B^ and the children; and a$ my children 
grow up and Want more, Ihpuld I live^, I (q^'add 
« or 30D/. a-yckr out of my 1000/. ; fp^^flioncy, 
as well as erery thing relfe, will become, piiore inr 
diflferent £p me daily/ 'My, boufe in to>vn will be 

I Uc after this winter, and> being a bargain, will' 

produce i oraooif. over and above the rent .and 

I taxes, if .well managed ; fo that there will be left for 

J^ady 6., and the children^ at leaft 1500/; per annw 
) with •» domforubte hpufe (White Knights) to live 

in ; and when (he wi(hes to come to to9vn, (be h$s 
many relations who can accommodate her^ My 
two eldeft boys, and the younger children of courfc^ 
are too young to feel any regret at my going ; and 
I have got a very good private tutor for them> who 
IS now with them, and who will finifli theni for 
£ton> and then take the two younger ones. Every 
thing will go on better when I am gonej and I 
flatter myfelf that the good arrangements I (haU 
make before I go, will prevent the world from 
finding mach fault with me for going.— Diftrefs 
and the conduct of my father I {faalj urge as my 
'inducemetits. I particularly wifhed you to know 
exadly how L (bould leave my children, fee. that 
you might hot be deceived by reports after I am 
goncj as there will be many.; and though perhaps 
you will not be able to contradift them^ ftill I 
(bould be miferable you (hould have .any- more 
caufe to' reproach me within your own mind* In 
addition cojhe former, all my ji^wcls, horfes^ books, 
; , ! Q drawings. 
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irxvltip, ahd pknts^ which may btf ^Me(l %» 
ijgtdf B. after I am gone^ are to be fold^ ^md kepi 
as a fittid f6r<her ufe and ^be children. Ol^ i my 
poor heart, how it throbs ! but I muft chetk m]f 
condidon, and proceed ; I Ihall certainly write to 
you^ my crer adored Mary Anne,^ the day before 
I fet oflT; no (Hie but yoorfelf will kn6t(r'atiy thihg 
of it tifl I am out of reach ; though I doi>bt if I 
have a friend who wbttld wi(h me back^ I was de- 
termined that you Ihoukl know k^ to frowyou 
that yoifr can never Ide my confidence. 

^^ Thitak 6od» and thahk you my <iver de^^ I 
iiave gcft your piflkurc, given me by (what yo« ufcd 
to figa yourfelf ) <^ my unakerable and devoted 
Mary Anne.^ This dear pifture of a dear original, 
for I fiiall never chabgo— this dear pifture, i {zff, 
will be equally fmotfaered by my kiHes dnd b^hec^ 
by my tears* Alas ! when I refledt hour many hours 
have Ucely been fpent in crying, and how many 
more are to be cxhaufteA ifce fanac way, it over- 
comes me/ and makes me fick fromforrow; but 
God's will be done, and may you ever be able 
10 cure all unruly paffioris which may arife in your 
breaft in as ihort a time as yoir bpe now done the 
paflion of love ;— for how can I doubt you once feir 
it ^or me 1^ Wkh refped: to the letters which | hava 
written by my ador*d Mary Anne while Oak lovedr 
me, tkofe I am fure you will allow me to kecp^ 
upon my folcmnly affuting you that they will be 
kept always where you have Teen thco^;^ and as I 

ftialt 
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tall t«liel6Qfe'pQp^.^in)idKFiU:WJIth | 

die abroad^ my box with 43^; btVQt iipmeduKeils^ii 
Gia MifT::^^)(nlic^ liicfeioKi^ JaPot/jCamfoif 

thijnkof'^it«iiiitc&3U|K^'l^^^ -ihave 

fotne'offoarkttdUs'fo kind^ fuch endearing ex- 
preifions^ and charming fentioients dP love; one 

for mf^m^Jmlk^i ib^Xiomwrn^hfii^^f^ 

to fociety again in any way;-— lofing your affedioa 
ins* tomUy ifairdcrdjdic^IaQ^^^eflv of 

ffti6a imatf vmdu 'I Aaoifrjithaig^ k fM^d&bk 
i)CX>oId:5eiKhl<i&U<«' :;&k\f.Jb9a0;todcfoMi6o hU^ 
as I have loft it, nothing remains.Hforiitft jilit ((0 
tear myfelf from a country where chance might 
ftill throw me in your way ; and^ by fo doings 
avoid you any unpleafant rencontres ; and by re«- 
tiring myfelf to another country^ IQibM be enabled 
Co indulge a niore quiet melancholy than I could 
do in this country, where I could never carry my 
plan into execution* This, too, will effeAually do 
nway any of the reports which feem to have given 
you fo much uneafinefs; and the fecret of yogr 
once having loved me will be buried with me in 
ibp^rave. How falfc is the idea, that love cannot 
; '- ''■'-'' 9z exift 



*xfft- wifiiodP^a! hope- -of ritdprocity 4 : 1- hiacre adk 

may pt&Xxve you and atmHier, ^ko has: the next 

iU^ni c^HQiiy aife&ioir; Ilfaali hopertkriiieiable ta 

p^ove to you^ that IcaQ never oimogefrom fai^iogr 

^< ti ^^ Ywr unalterably >a5taobbd aaddc^^od: / 

tRe'W^nfoh &i<$^ cl8y of tte^ri^l>^ih«®'0l 

^ Thiareitter^ whicb'wiff the lafcbf Aofc enamei 
r^ted^^^ d^led'^b^'l^iErikine^ wasTeadibfr , 
ih^ offioer bf tfae.Gobriy 'and dofed^iche t^ideoct 
1bi:^difcinaimiir; - - ?-■' '■] .y ^ Ir;-:!.-:; 

,./niof> ot vl ^' ►> J »'•// '- ' ..; '_\ V. -vj : :; '; 

: i'i-'^ I f:ad: '' 'ic^^m J-i? > t.crn - f ' .i v ; 
v.n vrJJD i; .*:*: Lii;07 i r :■. ' r nmjj ' ': : 1 -. ') 






:.^v:' nV: : ' . */.-. l^:/ r t... 



. , Ji;' :-' :• ' .. x;; ; 



% • ' 






|>£FENCE, 



t... 



I 



( 43 > 



. .,., .•••'ik^r' »■' » » » ■»> ,►,....-1 ^f^f-* «* 



; TU^ Attorney Gmrdl (Sft* Edward Lav)* / " - 

GtKTJLEMEN OF t^E JUii^y, , , 

.■Jp^^'^^Kc ^^**^ cdtair^y.^ccurrcd; irf thu Itoijrfc 

great paktofeyerjD fedinezted .tnpiidl mii^ utii^cxf 
' ithings that -at firi^iiirdocidcijl^^d ip. feuskt fom^ 
Uegl-e^bf i9fei9Ctteatagai|iftthe.n(4)l^ipftrr^ 
is Pefcodttijf oo.:chianBed(»'d^ land fomic thdt appear 
litob&:»t(^ ki^xpflkaWe ^d tfee partiof jtbe Plaintiff; 
«an&'wl^ y^iis coftfideifcillaiicrc^fe in aU iy(» j:ikdiiii- 

llaiic^ apdf|i>£u:ipgi»i :i^;v'|>^tii:ukr^y tbe grounds 
7Qf::tbfr:i(r]aibi:;df tbie PJ^Imiff CO' dannages at ydoc 
Ll»iida/:ie/will:M mafctml: fidi: you.ta!contetnpIatc 
•1& eiDaidiiCk> aod.fcc whether,; at the time hfe is 

tom'j^aimag.of ban^cbeen injured. an4 di&o- 
iDOUred by the fcdydijan of his wife, he has not 

beeh hijonffilf privy jtoahd an adive party in pro* 

Cueing his own dUhonoiir* 

Jf it ihould appear that he has been living in a 

SoM of a<lu|ierow concvibinage' with another wo- 
. t . n?an J 
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man ; if it (hould appear he hats children^ the coo-^ 
iequence of fuch impure connexion ; if it (hould 
appear that his wife, of the lofs of whofe fociety 
he cotnplau^fil c@)il4 ^oTbelgnoiGint of this i thtt 
(he was deprived of the conjugal endearments, af^ 
feftion, and cooQdence^ of her. hufband, I would 
then put it to yoii, lidt whether (he ftands mo- 
rally excufed for the violation of her duty as a 
wife (for | ^mrwdyj^ admit the cqududJf qf her 
hufbahd is no" jiimficatfon offer guilt jT, 1)utwhe« 
Cher the Defendant doets not therefore ftand. ex* 
cropt from all claim' of crams^es ? ' ' 

i ^iild all ddjanyKjkttOoawoi^i^ 

til nha i^ueftiM, ^wkcrii^'Sftie cptrefpotideiiceryQii 
iMik iiiMfA xtk^ 4^isn, 

<f^iii dqprbof 1^^ in i^<^i«xfi|luULiikd3 it^l 
tfdqiir itelt ii i»^p^l^io62ftiBbbmkgr«i>com0«B 

-pMOf^^^ 40 be tvegafdad:)wibfar)30«k3[u^'wnB^:|^ 
aoAifeijpeiKly:^ waited^'^Uiht prodvAibzLof o^iencs 
'icrf> letters, midrdar Wiafceftaia Wbainlitfaiitkliniift 
tnow be alqen- aff ani iUwrttfned^iitd/'imdeubccQ ^ 
e&ft, r)(am!ely,.ihat^axrUm{ial tutercoorfinuis^idualfy 
*«ikeQ place U^ecween the :y^Midaot ^ImA l^d* 
?ford andkhc PlaintiB^ imfci Lady Marjr Aooe 
•Sturt,i \The language of that letter, in^Wbicb he 
i\)eaksof the child of-wfai^h^'Ae had beds deli- 
nvered, I ccmfefs fufficien%4ndicates that « giiilry 
' connexion b^d been eoofumtfiwed; butUn f&c 

?irholQ 
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irhole of «hc cdrrcfpoudcncc, to every part ol 
which I looked with equal ainxiet;jr, where, let mc 

/ aik, b thene a Hngle pafiage iiywhich there is be- 

trayed the leaft idea of apprebenfioa on the part of 
Lord Blandford at the difcovery of the intrigue > 
or the flighted intimation that^ if difcovered to the 
bufband> be would be rendered unhappy by it f 
ITou have not even had it inferred througboqt y 
the whole of the letters which have been read to 

f you, except indeed in orie of thero, where he 

fpeaks of bis coming only to the neighbourhood ctf 

Critchill, that he was in the fmalled degree afraid 

' of a difcovery on the part of the Plaintiff^ Mr* 

Sturt. 

■ U it ^fua!, is it fitting, that a maii who is bound 

by every duty to watch over the condud of fats 
wife, and prevent any improper familiarities to- - 
wards her, ftiould allow her a free licenfe to cof- 
refpond with another perfon, however thai perfon 
may haye been introduced into his family under 
terms oi the ftrifteft intinjiacy, or even of family 
connexion ? Such is certainly not the condud: of 
a man who is watchful over the honour of his wife ; 
but it is perfc^ly natural with regard to a man who 
knows what is the nature of her connexion with 
^he man with whom fhe correfponds. 

Ir appears, that for many years together Mr. 
Store was a man diftreffed in his cIrCumflances; 
fnd, confequently, that be was glad of the ac- 
quai^itance witb{«.ordfilandford, who, though by no 

9 means 
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-teeansr.a ttwn of fortune^ yet, as the bfeir of a tbhte^ 
wealthy, art3 powcifui family, bad great cxp^a^ 
cons, and^ in all prob'abiliry, in th^ future de* 
tared' rank and fituation i6 which he was entitled 
to look forward, might have been enabled to havt 
teen.effcntially ferviceable to Mr. Sturt, It is in 
ibis way, and under, this idea, that XiOrd Blandford 
Jeafons, when he fays, in one of his letters, that 
the hufband js too cunning, and under too many 
obligations to bim^ to deny him himfelf 5 and there- 
fore that he has employed another! Does he not 
ftate, in cxprefs terms, that Mr. Smit knew all 
^ that Lady Shaftefbury was fuppofed to know re*- ' 
fpeding this criminal connexion ? The whole of 
ihe language of Lord Blandford to Lady Mary 
.Anne, at a time when there was no queftion of 
their . criminality, imports, that this Lady- knew of 
her attachment to him, and had fet her on to re- 
-fufe iJis vlfiis and drop the: connexion. , Does he 
not ftate his convidion, that Mr. Sturt would not 
himfelf have yentured to come forward under the 
Joad of pecuniary obligation he was ftnfible he 
owed him? 

. -Gentlemen, it has bew xepeatedly faid by his 
Lordflbip, and no doubt you will hear it from him 
again, when it flball be his duty to addrefs you>, 
.that a plaintiff who comes into a court of jaftice 
to coipplain of an injury of this fort ought toxomc 
with clean hands : he ought, in a cafe which fo 
materially aSeAs his own honour, add th^ decency 

. and 
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ifA^ rdpcfl: due to the pubKc morals, not only 

1 \6 conic rmo Court with clean hands,, but alfo with 

! • pure attd unfullicd- ccinfcicnce; 

Before I proceed to cbmmtnt upbn the cbrrc- 

fpahdehcc of the parties^ Which furriifhds a variety 

tf rttatter for obferVationV I Ihall ttefer to What has 

been thfccoridod of Mr^ Sturt 'bitnleif. ' ' ' 

I have then to corritnunicitc to you, Gentlemen, 

i ftit ^Mlrj Sturtj whaftas thought proper te^apjiekr 

in a Cburt of juftice, to demand damages for th'c 
feduftibn bf his wife, whofe fociety, cbrhfott, and 
aiSftance, 4n' tfit tefmi-bf his compkint, he pro-' 
feffe^ t6 have lbfll,"rrved for years iii a 'ftate of 
avowed cbntubmage With a Madame Krilim^holcz, 
a celcfifattd piaytft bri the harp. By this Woftiail' 
he had a child, who was named aftet hitn Hinry' 
Stutt' Krumphdti/ ' i fhall prove tb you,'thac he 
has- been feen in bed^Witkher j and' if this faft is^ 
made'but, his Lordlhip will tell ybu; it does repel 
him- from coming here witfc any claim to damages/ 
How can h^ complain of' the lois of the fociety of 
his wife, and the' cbihfbrts of marriage, to whom 
that fociety never was' a coriifbrt ;' but from* whonj 
he was living apart witfr another woman, with- 

I " holdihg thofe conjugar rites and endearments (he 

' alone was entitled to 'expeft ; laviQiing his t?tec 

and' afFedtidns on a rival, and fctting her an c.x- 

[ ample of infidelity, which it is not to be wondercij-^ 

I (he followed? 

With this woman Was he living -in a manner 
H notorious 



jcceivetl ^ fcyppofed., injtJij;. of, whidi bf.-baifc 
deemed it (un wifely^, Jj^^hii^j) n^ 
ho^ou^r,.?q4,/;b^ra{5l^r co,ppn>plfria;,^nd I wilbytpn- 
^ure to /ay;,i|therc.,nc)f9r was fo much;(urpri(p-e3(-; 
cited in the treads ofi aU, wIm> kn€w tbc -ciTcum*. 
llance, as wb^n.-tbey^J^ard^r^^ Mr./Stuji; r^iad 
chofcg;;Cjfjjpr^fir. hjs complaint a^janinjjjur^;^ 
bandj/gy ,yiUf^/all the vjorfd...w4s , cqDviiwyjd 5)3^ 

L;yi^ofj&>''^, .'^^ /l^^^ Wf/^(Bpndfncci;\vbiph \^^ 
%9 ^§ftd,^yg5p.,fee,^hat -nft;^r>y,^^^^ I^^crs.jjjjypjy, 
ijgpprt.il^p l^efipfidant conqeiycd^tbe bpfl^ap/^ bir»-t 
^(;JT5W|4j'5P^'5^^^.^*'? W^/^V^P)?'^* apdyfu.will, 

t9tbi«k.o|}|efVffe^ ',. ,, ,;:^,, ,i//:. .d - !.:n c.: 

/No.\v,,I j(:Qni^.to tbati^hiclj isjbc naofll^ii^tfr^^^^^ 

part, of ^tjb^ caff,, and jwi\ich^b«ax^ A^^-^'S:Y^¥.l 

fencjam, ;jiC^Jjaftj as argjijfijc^f^rifar ^requ^ring da- 
mages a,i hisjji^ds. Wbat, jG^tlemeu^; can .ypu; 
^Sl^!i/.^C:^hBggjaft.whp^ .i^/^^hUx weeks before^ 
i^,^ wjfaVly iftg-iii, J J;^^^^^ havipg.'^ci^n . 

cx\gaged^ia,^,,qicn4^^ ifijfficcfff^ yficponjiwcd: 

\xiy. jpcriba vv^Tj>.,Jjad injaccd fci^rn and difl?oi;voqr|?d. 
bj$ beci ? Xbe;j«erj' iextcr LcjJfd^Uqdford writes, to 
hiair in wh:ck,he- fay5 he will, conse down tp bitn, 
at the end of the year, is of itfelf a ptroof, of 
il^, terjns. 90 which .thejr^jv ere, nptwithftandipg , 

what 
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^at "^ad'traafpir^d; ahd dUcidatef one %ittca 
fubfcqucntly on the 14th January, after fheidiilivei*^ 
of Mrs. Sturt.. which I (hal) rcadtOr^oiw You 
wijl fee,' iind ybu win,* ntf doubt,, bc^^ftpDijihed at 
^vhat .this njan writes from the bed of his wife, hi? 
adulterous wife; whom at the tiine h,c kpcvvjtp b> 
fuch. ' , The' letter tp whijc^i. 1 laUudf ,is. iii tUe^ 
^erms : ' ' - 

pio. 40. 

*^ I TAKE up "my pen t^o aqquainit.yow pf the 
i(afe delivery of Mary^ Anne of a httlc girl this 
^orning; they are both very well. SUc,|iad bce^ 
unwell ,for fome days. Shcdefires me to thank 
you for ypur. three ietteVs,. one containing flu]tejff 
,J?eing fo ;Unjvell, (he pegged me to fay, ibei^coA^d 
iiQt, write-, '\Ji^dced, J can anfwe/ fpj^,th/?,^ru^tl^,j^ 
this, ifor. i have bec^, writing for her to. her i^iother 
and Mifs Calcrafr. ^jhe i^ uncomnioqly wcjl ; (o 
mucb.fo, ith?;t J am gftir^ |o an^nd BJsmdfo^d 
feflion^^ t^ibcar yhat caofbc dppe .(or\thfi popr, 
poor indeed aijd mifernjiplej^ ii^decx] many they are, 
I aqi tjuite fick^.^f ,Cntc|)iir, fo much miffry aro^^id 
jne. You have feeard of my podr keeper/s acci- 
dent. Believe aie, 

. • ^^Dwr ^4<yiford, youfs, . 

* ' \**- !"'. ^' f. ^vt^,f::y 

«* My horfcs are at the door. 

,f ^*pi\% fetter was wri^eni"ih the p»£enor of Mr. Alien/* 
*'-'-'- % % friend 
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The anfwer of Lord ^landford to thi$ letter if 
g$ follows: 

** MAl^T^ thanks Ito j^ou, dear Charles, Tor your. 

teiriy afid' Very (>lca0pg intelligence. I moft fin- 

cerdy congratuliiti you on Lady Mary Annc'^ 

being fo well, and pray that (he may cootthue fo. 

t hopt alfo that Biy little gocl-daughter will thrive, 

and (hall be very glad to. heat from yoii again 

foon that ti^y are both going on well. Pray tcU 

Lady Mary Anne, that I hope (he will not think 

of wViting a fyllable to nie till Ihe feels herfcif 

ftrong, and affure her of my kihdeft rigard and 

congtatulations. As I fuppofe (he may read letters, 

though not write thetA, I Ihall write tb her /m a 

few days. . I was very forry to fihd, by your laft 

tetter but one, that you was (t)\\ plagued and ha* 

^Tafled by your annuitants; there i; no tim^ tha^ 

one feels the want of riches fo much a^ when an 

opportunity offers that one fould oblige ^ frjer^d 

in ! PWy give me oiic line foort, and believe^ 

" Sir, yours, dear Charles^ 

** White Knights. ' ' / BxANDPpffe6.'^ * 

'^'Sunday. » ^ ' .' / 

^ • -I 

Such is thd way in *!ilch the Plaintiff and De^ 
fendanft correfpond together. 

friend of the Plaintiff's, and for the exprefs puqidfe ef pre- 
venting any fufpicion of the correfpondcnco hHving been inter- 
cepted, though certably the fy& did sat appeitf* upon the trifL 
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. I^ow, G«ntkmepi rcf^iag tlie letter wnttiei^ 
on the 14th Janu^y^ wli^t pretence was there for 
\t } He was in full pjC^^dion of all the fa£t$ ; be 
knew a)l the parts and pircumftances anfing out cf 
Ithc adulicrouj corrcfppndencc. Why did he ftilji 
jCQntin^ue to wpir the inalk ? Wl^at iieceiSty waf 
jhcrc for jt ? . J will tell yo» why; it wsks becaufe 
\it ^ad vprn ijt before ; it :was becaufe he }iad not 
fnad<p up ^ tpiodf y/ith regard to putting au jsod t0 
that connexion between His wife and Lord Bland* 
ford^ whtcj^ bad all along been carried on with bis 
privity. If he had really intended to have broken 
|t off, would be f^ojt baye called 10 feme of hii 
family, 4mong whom were many hpnourabie and 
fefpe^able p^qni^i and to whom he might have 

difbuidefie4 jN ?go??F Pf *??? f^P'* ^Y which he 
would have ydu tNelieye he was opprefled ? No, 
Gentlemen^ he had recotirfe tano fuch affiilance^ 
6nd for the bell of aU poffible reafons — there ex* 
iiled no fuch agony. But this is only one of a. 
fcries of letters he had been in the habit of writing 
during the period lie knew of his wife's living in a 
fbte of adultery. 

Now tQ give yoi| ^ farther fanjple as to the 
/ I'Uimiff's knc^wjedge of what was going on, you 
fhall have his own languisige, as it is contained in a 
Icirer from the Plaintiff to Lady Sbafrefbury ; in 
which be fneers at the character of LfOrd Btand>- 
ford : and when you have heard it, I will put it 
|j» yOH| Dirhetber .you can coi^^der the PljuBxfiff vx 
3 wj 
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My other light tha^ii that pf a tiian whb, from i^ 
motive of vanity, or forpe 'other caiife edfy 'to be 
guefled at, was contentcc}^ to ' fmt his horns in bi^ 
pocket. The letter of which I am fpec^Hing u to 
this effefifir • - *>' -- - 

.^H.Iyfv, DEAR Ladv, - * . ; V ^ -. . 
/^;WE are not: very gay here, l^^t^refs very 
^ne,;* the. Marquis, with .his. finger^ iQa^f^i^wic^ 
rrngsyiawd. py wife witl), trinkets, ?af-j-ing$, lion-r 
clafps, apd hatidforpe gowns, ;vvhi(;:h th? J^arqui^ 
conftajitly gives: her..^ Whenever he t:ome$ bq 
makes it up by his prqfu&on of prefents, wbicji^ \i\ 
my opinion^ .woul'd -be. more proper for the ^aft 
chionefs; though^ .1^ bejieve, (heis tio great fa^s 
vouritc. He is a damned odd felloV, and I dq 
not koow what.to raak» of him'. . 1 forgot to add^ 
thatmy-^^rs are continyz^lly.aflaulted.with his woful 
cotnppfuions.. The death of the wren is his fub* 

■ All this be endures; even tbc woful fon nets of 
the Marquis, becaufe, as he truly tells you himfclf, 
be made it up by his profufion of prefents to his' 
wife. ; ... ' ^, ... 

Here is anotlier letter^ writteri mlich in the 
fame fpirit;.it is dated'iith December^ and Begins^ 
thus: . '. 

f My dear Blandforb,'. •'; : ' ■''•'* 
f" ** I HiWEjuftacceived-thc account from-t6w« 

of 
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©f^ibe.fftfe^ arrival qfr the; madeira. ^ Not tbxhanl^ 
you for.ypur,kjnd. prefent is inipoffible.; it is what 
I reatly «Hild :,n^ »have . expeit^d from ,any one 
fkc,' and I cafiaoD expr^ ^t^^rt I feel : bow^yjer^ 
J-lh(^nkr,y»u;fitKei"cly;i; I hope you willbeas good 
as your word, and ^$ift ^».driflkif)g k,out, .jY^fr 
terday was Lady Caroline's birthday, and we all 
drank it in a bumper^ qoc- forgeuing Lady Bland- 

^i;X()j^ffc%f;(^ffltJjui^nf rtte iburden of ihij jf>jiired 

]^i^a,(^9^dotia.4> wade bicp apnefent.: he vicntlpna 
pjQt^^AV.prd 4bp*;if. Ally imi^acy with rhi? wifc,^ .fX^c. 
^{^^K^^j^^.^lk^ .m^eir?,.5y^s, .a map?c\pf:a\pre 
W^fftrPJWl ilifflPf ^aacc .^q^ Ijiifli: , tj:ian , Jiis.;wife's 

^,,Jt.[app^aiK5 afterwo/^ds ^at fonte offer of piecu- 

n|:ai;y;afliftfnce';}v^ made by the Defendant to the 

Plaintiff; upoA .which occafion he writes to h^ to 

this effe(ft : ' 

\. :: : -:'::.. ^ .'.-,. . 

3>^5 IT; is i-mpoffible, mydcar.Blandford, to ex- 

jKefs hgw fenfibly I feel yoor kind offer j.all I can 

fe.y:i3,: I fliall nrver forget it.** . • 

.. There is another which it is necelfary to ftate to 
yDu ; it Js" written on the 29th December to Lord 
Blapdford by Mr* Sturt, in anfwer to one of/his; 
and allow me here to obfervc, that it would be 

right ' 



rigkt far Wm to (how -when * he fir ft '*gbt ' llils '^fttlt^i 
rejned co^refpefnlihte/ after ^%IhA- I cfeargt. hint 
U5 $iayc4 writkin tfeefe ibcterfc •irhe^'<:<lritems of thii 
letier evJd^mty imply tbat the 'paffiesJ were upon 

Thclccier^:unstotyk{>iirpdrtif r'^*^ • ' . 

'•''-..,:>.. I . . "^ ^ ! • . ... • V ■>/-,. j , », </ ,;!,,. r 

" MY intention is to be at Critclbfl! dnf^otrfaf 
dr Monday. I intended to -have left this place 
to-day, but Mrs. AgSriii(iftca*6ii'iBi^ft«yiiig with 
fhe Dowager. Ybti kiitiw Tier %ayi" I cdtild not 
refift. • Your letter fays, you meati to ^o hdrA'e on 
Sunday. I doubt' by that, whcthiir yotethean'to 
beat White Knights to-morrow or not. I can cotne^ 
to White Knights oh Sunday, i flidl fee iiappy • to 
fee you before the end of the phcalant-^ootiDgi 
fbotitd the weather be iavourablc* Tfi^re is no 
news. I atn fo hurried about thispcrroi' bufinefs, 
that I have not been able to writie to^hy one.*' 

What this Ferroi bufinefs was, Gentlemen, is of 

Kftte impopcaiicc ; it related to &mething that 

tranfpired iri anot^i^r place; and^it is unneceilary 

. for me to detain you by axiy obfei vacions upon the 

fubjeft. 

Such are the terms of the letters written fubfe- 
quent to the difcovery of the criminal intercourfc 
of bis wife with the perfon to whom he was fo 
flimiliarly addreffing himfelf. Is there then, down 

to 



to .*hc ajxfe-iof Dftce»bcf, .w^eo ifcb' ji^c»f wm. 
tiffif^\tng 4nythM3tg tQj(ho5V)rou that lie >v:as:iiAu¥ 
Ated bf t4^ k9A^aroe(tad& lo^rofitl: ;fhat lie q^ilb 
(be IfKV^fion q£ his ^d ? . .Has heioffcred j^ou ^^ 
pr<^f Y^\MP^^^^ thi^t %e wds lA^ the Jea&;i^fi3<edi li]r 
tlie injury he. b^d ceCeiired ? Why iiaa .he agjt pror 
^.ced the ft^rfms >N8Fho cooip^fed. iiis . fintpiiy ^f ij^ 
prove wh^t:wa^ the itate .of his miad J Wi^jr fanf 
fci^ poc bc€[ugh£ for^Katdevadence, if I cin^jr'ib:^*- 
^ ^ preTs myfclf^ i ficr^rUms f : Why Ims .he xm^ 

f>r0dticed\tQ you iho& whoie fituatiops in bis faxkife 
^fl; denabbd them to pbierve bis condud I Wit^ 
\«gai4 to the proof he hais adduced^ ii appears, ae^ 
<ordifig to the bift •account, as fpoken lo by one 
of -the witnejaes,'thac d)$«e did ooc^ippear tor be 
lany very great affedion^bet^reen ' ibe . Plaintiff anA 
iu5 wife. His words are. There fectned tobe a foit 
efcoldoefer^DOt thato^rmdi^^f 4ffi!;d»(ki he (bmi}4 
have expected from a wife* After he had h^^d thftC 
fbuiing in the (ea, \thidi liad ife^y^3^^ived the 
w(^idof this iliuftrioutf p^rfon, the-wkne^ tells yoq 
)iis >*tfc b^havQd loitaftis him with eoolnefs. 

Arc ybtt fur^rifed ' at it. Gentlemen? Could 
^tbere be any alfc^^iLton on the part of 4 wife towards 
a hulband who (he knew was keeping this harping 
^$fndn f and could that hulband hav^ iiny affeftion . 
for a wife he bad configned over to the arms of 
(another? • 

I do not know Mr. Sturt; I have feen him; 
jjnd, what is worfe, I have keard^^im j — but what- 

J ^ ever 
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ever his charaSer m^ybc ih other rcfpefts^ ^with 
which I have nothing to do^ nor do^ I nf ean to 
depreciate ity let me aflc^ whether there is a fnan 
on earth who would retire to bed at eight d-clbck, 
as I (hall prove to you he repeatedly did, leaving 
his wife with oqe whom he had every reafpn' to 
{xifpcSt^ till eleven or twelve o'clock at; nights Let 
me aik, whether it was the condud of a priiden( 
hulband^ as Mr. Sturt would repitfent himf^lf, to 
fuffer his wife to be driven out by Lord Blandford 
in his curriclei attended by his Lordfbip*s fervants 
Dniy ; toall^w her to accompany him tdballsiind 
4vatering*places ; and^ while her paffions add fpi^ 
rits were heated and inflamed by exercife and wan« 
f on anmfementfi, to. indulge with him in a tet^^a^teti 
jn a carriage, with none to obferve or cpmrol their 
aftions ?— Why, Gentlemen, fuch cohdud a^ this 
is as plain a licenfe as ever was pleaded to an adioft 
pf trefpafs* 1 

Mr. Sturt i^ ^ man who Qught to know the . 
IKTorld i he ha$> doubtlefs, not been brought up in 
a way that (hopld make him unacquainted, at leaft 
>yith the diflSpatcd part, of the world ;-r-he is then 
fyx fropi being an objeift of pity, J pjty more that 
refpeftable and virtuous young . wbnian. Lady 
Blandford ; I pity Lady Mary Anne Sturt, whp" 
Jias been the viftiip to her hu(band*$ peglcft 5 I 
pity the Marquis of Blandford, who has been in a 
manner jpvjted to foriake hi&.own wife, and form 
l^u intrigqe with th|? Plaim^s i— bijt 45 '^to Mr. 

Sturt 
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Stutt hift^felf, .that cold bkoidid man of mdfikiray\9^a 
\iAs been iating and drinking kii wf^ i he is the <k>-^ 
jed of no other I paffidn^ of up -oth^r feptimcnt,, 
buc.gont^t^pt and deteftition. . ; . , r 

" • Yesi Gentlemen, I am .perfuaded jrou will fty^ 
fo too-, whea yqu have : fully contid^ed the cafe of 
t^is hgftand, who has been accejflarjr. in produeing 
the deftrudron and mifery of twei qobl^ houfts, by: 
hiB Ihameful negligence^ in fufferiflg fu(?H Ijii^ffntioys . 
\ cohdtKa to pafs unnoticed^ ' ^..^ .• . >, 

j My learned friends tell you> tbefeletfers, whicK. 

j have been read to you^ came enclpfed in:en¥elopes:|;: 

I but how have they proved^ it? Wh^re -ftfe, thiifc ; 

envelopes, purporting to be the Gover$ to the; lurk-* ; 
ing adulterous letters? They exift not; j they arc 
' the fttgg^ftions of /my learrtcd friends^ who havt 
^ - produce^ no one particle of evidence in fupport of . 

! the affertion. Then you have: it in proof, that this 

Plaintiff knew full w^ll what wa$ goiog. forward . 
between the Defendant and his >yife ; and you will 
have it in proof from the witneflfes which. I ftiaU 
cjdl, that he was a man who, at ^the tiriie he tells 
yoa he received the injury of which he complains, 
was enjoying himfelf with this Madame Krump- r. 
holtZj^ and her harp, and living with her in a tlate . 
of adultery. 

Gentlemen, It highly imports the morals: of the 

country, that whenever a cafe ii properly made 

out of a perfon*s affailing the virtue of a married 

woman, the hufband demeaning^ tiimfelf with pru« 
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e*tm|>kry dfemage'si tn; feVckir of that doQritte t- 
have ever be^y aikii 1 truft, c^fer (htfl b^att^ad-^ 
yocatc ; but the latercftsPof moi-alifcy^ of virtuei^ of 
rftftgibiiy ittd c^{€vtrf thing that bdong^ to the 
^I'-belrtg and fccpriiy of fdclal.life, cannot - 
ISb^ btttet ftf Vid thaii by repfelling - a^ dakttatei^ 
fdr" dJitttageSj'^tib prfcfents- himfelf befote yoa- 
the author of^ iiir ovra difgraere, the paHdei*'off Hk^ 
own diJhonour, the corrupter ofUiis-wifg's viMuCi- 
alid'-thre^liFrime caiift df- her ruin* and' mlfery/ and 
' t'aat of ct^ery* rdativ^ belohglhg to-h^l-." If the- 
HaiiitifFfliduld' appear- to* yolfr to ftarid -iff thk ^l%hti, - 
and yfet^ if ' yd^-fhbuWy UjUder'the ^ir^iofl:^ «f i h\»^ 
IkJfdffijp, <tit*^bb%ed ft)^iv(* damag^^S ^^^y^will^ , 
I%tri pelfiftd^/' be^ Ikntijed tb- thi^^ ftgailift'id^^- i 

i^thatiWb? 'do^^^th^ Country affords^ Biit if the' ^ 

fiSt^ of prbcuf ^ttidHtj' • ori «th^ pirt^ of a huftand , has- 
cye^» beeniheld fufficient for this" rcjefdibii rf da-» 
ntagesf -attogSCherj^ aiid^it 4ias been To from the <:afe 
of Cibbefj-who' tv^'pi'o^ed to have placed the 
pillow for his-' v^if^, do^fl to the prefettt tinle ; ? and -^ ^ 
iftljhb'^y&a. that the prefent Plaintiff has by his 
coftdud, n?)t only placi^d 'one but'twopillovys^ to 
aid the adulterous iDtercourfe,. I am fiwc Ineed not - 
tell you, that; you will beft ferve the intercft of the . 
public, of virtue, of morality, of religion, and of ^ 
mankind in general, by difmiffing him' and his . 
corhpiaint with indignation- 

Mary 



.Mary Ovk .—Examined by. Mr. Gi^bs; 

^ Did you ever Irire'with' Madaihe Kfump-^ 
holtz ? _ ' ;* 

• lA 'Ydi;- 'sSi^' •; * -' './'■'. ' • '- 

^-Wbere&d yi$u Ktrt before >' 
A. Ikcpt a houfc in Barlow Street ; at No. 1/ "" 
^ Tbliileft tKat^ to go and live'as hdufclteeper 
with Madamfe Krumpholtz ? 

> ^ Yes. •' • ; ^ '•■•.• ■" \^ ;'.-• 

^. Whin did y'du firft go to Madifiiic ^rifmp-'' 
holtz? ' ' ^ / " " " ' ' " " '/*" / ' . ' 

A. Five years laft May. ' , 

^ Do you know a gentli:?niatt df the'; nkrjai' of 
Sturt — % jolf>^ 'g6od-ld6king gihtteman > 

-/rf. Yes; I know hi ml '' ^ 

' ^ Mow long have /6u -known him ? 

A. Some years ; f ktlew hiiti before^ I vvcnt' to 
lilada'me Kmriipholtzl 

'^' MaVe you left" Mkdanie KrumplioU^^ 
■ j^. Nb^ lam withher at this time; 

^ Where was you when you Was fubpcefiaed in' 
.thiscaufe? 

A. At a houfeof M^rs.Sitart's in Buckingham-. 
(hire. 

^ How long had you been there before you 
was fubpcenaed ? 

^. I do not know on what day I went ; I believe 
I had been there about five or fix weeks. 

^ Madame Krumpholtz fpared you — did fhe ? 

A. I 
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A. I am not her fervant. 

^ I beg your pardon. Then (he did without 
your focicty during that time ? 

A. Yes. 

^ As you are a friend of Madame KrumphoUz, 
pray ^let me afk. Did jrou ever fee Mr.Sturt at her 
houfe? - ... . , . • . 

A. I J^^xe fcen him io |icx porlow and drawing- 
room. 

^ We will get on by degrees, Mrs. Oby : — » 
you have feen him in her drawing-room, aqd par-* 
lour ; how early was that after you went to live 
with her? - , ' . . . 

A. I cannot recolleft. 

^ Havp ypu ever feen bim in her bed-room ? 

A> No, Sir J I never did. . 

^ I am not afking you. what you have fcen 
during the laft fix weeks, you remember ; but what 
you faw during the time you was with Madame 
Krumpholtz ; and I afk you, upon your oath, whe- 
ther you never faw Mr. Sturt in Madame Kruipp- 
holtz's bed-room ? 

A. No, Sir ; I have not. 

^ Have you ever beard him while be was in 
her bed -room? 

A. No, Sir ; I have not. 

^. Do you not know that he has been in her 
bed-room? 

A Not to my knowledge, 

z ^Will 
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^ ^ Will you permit mc to a& you. What wat 
the occafion of your going to Jilrs. Start's? 
^ ji. 1 #ent for my health, Sir. 

^ Mrs- Start is the PlaintffF's mother ? ^ 

J' Yes. 

^ Do you fwear that was the only reafon ? 

A. I went for no other reafon. 

^ I wifli to give you this c^ution^ If you keep 
back the truth, or fwear to what is not true, you 
will be indided for perjury. Now let me aJk you. 
Have not you givea a difierent account of thi« 
%ufii|efs? 

ji. I never was aiked. 

^Without being afked at all, didyouBcvey 
give a different account ? 

J. Vio; I never did/ 

^ Did you never (ay Mr. Start was in Madarpc 
JCrumpholtz's bed-room^i when ftie lay in ? 

J. No ; I never did. 

^ When you was ferved with a fubpoena, diij 
you not fay. You was afraid of this ? 

J. No, Sir; I did not. 

^ You uttered no fuch expreffion ? 

ji. No, Sir; I did not. ^ 

^ Will you favour mc, Mrs. Oby, with an 
account of what you did fay ? . .* 

J. The young man pretended he came with a 

jneffage from Mrs. Carey, and then he delivered inc 

a bit of paper and a (hilling ; and when I opened it, 

I Tjnder(lo6d I was fubpo^naed on Mr* Sturt's ac** 

^. county 
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icourit. ;|^e ^td toTpcftk w:iA tj^fr iji- priV^e i . he 
aiked me ^j^jeftio^s^ which I cqul(| ip^t jgfoive* 

^^ Have you often frea IyI^ Stan.atMadatnc 
KrutnphoUz'*s houfe ? 

^* Many times. ' .. ; v. 

^ >Ya5 hea re}atiop.©ffeerS'? . : .. - • 

>f. I don*t kno\y 5 J ^ofx't kpQWjiny.pf her. re- 
lations... , ,; . _: .; 

^^e migbt Ijayc h^m,, fot.my Oamg. yoft 

y^« I tell ypu t doifc^tipv^fey of'iatr re^atiosi^ 

^ He is an EngliOiman^ and (he is a fip^j^dghet;? 

J. I believe fo. . . . . ^ 

^ Di4 ypti nc^ fpfgeft, ft^in jtkdr Inti^cyji 
that he was a relation^? *; - ;^ 

ji. I hi^d no reafon to thtak fe-. 

g. Tl}en you di4 qf)i pflderfll»pd t^^y wer« re- 
lated ? * : 

A: They never faid fo m my prefencesr-rlidid 
nqt know qf lai^ intjtiqspy bptWi^eOvt^enu . 

^ I fancy fey tmimwy you wan a criminal 
connexion ? , ,. 

J. I nev^r faw tfj 

^ I fancyyou meantfaeaftofiidaltpvy^ « . 

^. I ^ver faw Mr* Sfurt e;«ren tai^e JtK>ld of her 
hands, ^ 

:^ ^pji^ hayef^en him at her houfe of ^n even^ 

A. At different vm%\n . 

^ Pid you not know l^c flept th^re-J 

^- Not 
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A Nbt t6 ffay- knowledge;:! wds pol always 
with .MaSdaitae If i-umjpfadkii ; I Mt hch laft May 
was three years. ; 

^'You wa» riot .her fcrvatif, you fay ; what 
then Wias your in<i*eni:iD.t for livjog with h^r ? 

J. To^wafh for her, or do 4ny rfib^gelft ;-^flie 
paid me for what- 1 did. 

^ You fwear you know of no mtercourfe be- 
> ' twccaMn Sturt and Madame Krumpholtz'? 

' ji. I cannot; I never faw any thing of the kind; 

\^ Where was. liar; houfe? ... 

ji. When I firft knew her, it was in John*Strcet. 

^. ' Y^ ^ay 5^bu #a8 at Mrs. Sturt's Hx wtfeks ; 
what brought her ae^tiaintcd with you ? 
.::.j/.' I. had a!^ ill ftdte of healtlj, and bad an offer 
from Mr. Sturt to go and ftc bis mother— -his wife 
was near lying-in, and I was tQ have btcn theSrc if 
thisi^had' not happened. . 

^ Who told yoii to* keep' oat of the way ; for 
you know j^oaccMdittot be feeojtiU Mis. Carey *s 
name was mentioned ^' 

A. I never heard I, was ever aiked for. 

.^ I underftand you to (wear you hod no reafon 
to fuppofc there was any intercpurfe between Mr. 
Sturt and Madame KVumpholtz J 

A^ I had no reafon to think fo. 

^ You think;. then, he only went thereto hear 
her play on her harp ? 

j1. There were ojariy gentlemen wJk) ufed to yifit 

her, and I had no i^eafon to fufpe£t him^ in particular. 

K " ^ You 
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^ You know' nothing of any childf en? . 
^. Madame Krumpholtz has five children. 
Tell mc their names. 

J. Lewis, Melina, Philip, Henry, and ]u\v^ 
^^ Is not this Henry called Henry Sturt? ; 
A. I never he^rd it. • / ^ . .. 

^. Was you not at' his chriftcning ? 
A. Yes; I was. ... 

^ Will you fwear he was npc named Henry 
Sturt ? ' . : " 

j^. Yes; I will moft pofitively-.' . ' 

GENERAir,*. i 

^. How many years ^s it fihde you lived- wJtl^ ' 

Madame Krumpholtz ? ^: •:' 

A Between thrfee and four. . '/: '] 

,^. What was your employment in her/firvicc 2 \\ 

J. To take care of a little child . " . ^ 

^ What was the name-of the little child jl ' 

j4. Henry, " 

^. Any other name ? 

jf. Krumpholtz. "'\ ' ' ■: ^ ' 

^ Any-other name-? . . : • n- r./ • 

A Not generally, ' ' . : - : \ 

^. What name at ^ny time9 

A. In joke be wa? fomctiipes called Sturt Krump- . 

holtZ; . • ^ 

^ Who was the father of life boy ? * x 

^. I dq Aor knfow, - 

^r Have 
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^ Have you' feen Sturt often at Madame 
Kiiimpholtz's houfe ? ' 

A. Yes, 

^. When ufed he to come ? wa^ it naoftly of a 
morning or evening ? 

A, At all times. ', 

^ . Ever of an evening ?. 

A^ Sometimes. 

^. As you are now in the prefence of Goc^j tell 
m^e whether you have not feen him in her bed ? 

A. Yes ; fome^imes,. 

Lord Ket^on* Do you fay fev^ral times ? 
^ A. Yes; fcveral times, when I have taken the child. 

^ Have you not, when you carried the child 
to them, feen them in bed together ? 

j4. I did not take the child to ihem, but from 
^hem. , • 

•^ The child had llept with them, then ? \ , 

A. Yes. 

^. Then this child had not the natpe of Sturt 
for nothing. How many times may you have taken 
' the cliild ? 

A. I dreffed u every morning. 

^. '.When Mr.' Sturt flept there did ypi| not re- 
gularly go to the bed- room every morning ? 

A. Not always. 

^ Wow long is it fince you left them I 

A. Five months. 
. ^ When you was' not with 'her, who ufually 
took the child ? , . - 

Ka A' A 
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^. Afcrvattt. 

^ Who ? 

A. Mrs. Oby. * 

^ What ! Mrs. Oby, the laft witncfs ? 

A. No; it was not her — ^it was her hu(band's 
fiftcn 

^ Have you ever happened to be ir) the room 
when Madame KrumphoUz and Mr. Sturt have " 
betn in bed^ and this woman was prefent ? 

^.No. 

^ Could (he be ignorant of the matiijer in which • 
they lived ? 

A. I (hould think no^. 

i^. Did they live as man dnd wife, in particular* 
refpefts ? 

^ Yes. * 

^ Have you never talked of this connexion to j 

Mrs, Oby? 

A. No. 4 

^ What was the reafon of your leaving her 
fervice. 

• A. I did it becaufe I did not choc$fc to live any 
longer in the family. \ 

^ .Was the manner in which they were living 
together the caufe gf your quitting them ? 

A. It was in part; — befides, I went to my^mo- 
' ther. ' ' ' ^ 

S^ Was Madame Krumpboltz with child ^hen 
you left her? ^ * ' 

A I bcljeve fihe was. . ^/. 

>: t Mary j 
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Maut t*AW.t^EMmmd by Mr. Yates. 

^ Where do you live ? , 

:A. At No. 21, EJgware Road. 

^ Have you lived there long ? 
: J. Eleven or twelve years. \ 

^ Then you Jived there in 1796 ? 

J. Yes. 
p ^ Did Madame Krumpholtz lodge in the > ' . 

neighbourliood f. 

A. Yes ;. at No. 20, next door. 

^ Did you take notice of any perfon who vifited 
her often ? ^ 

* ^ A. Yes. 

^. Do you know his name ? 

A. Yes. . ; 

J^ What was it ? >" . 

A. Mr. Sturt. ' . " ^ 

^ Do you know his perfon ? 

A. Yes ; very well. 

^ Did you fee tlicm very frequently together ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Where? ' ^ ■ , . 

A. Upon the terrace and garden oppofite. 
. ^ Walking arm lA-arm ? • 

A. Yes. ' . 
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Madame La TouRNEUR.-^J£^tf^iVifi iy Mr. GiBBi, 
who informed the pourt, ;(|pie had been .i^Iady'of 
confiderablc quality prior to the xcvolution in 
France. ' /;»•.. • 

I had the honour of knotving yoxirfelf and Mon- 
lieur La Tourneur, and I fcarce need aft. you> 
whether you are a native of France ? 

A. Yes. • . ; ^ - : 

' J^ Since you have been in this country, have 
you taken in children' ? 

^/ Yes j penftdnaires (boarders). 
. §1. Do you remember a child of Madame 
Krumpholtz > 

A. Yes ; (he gave me one to take care of. 

^. How-long ago ? 

A. Not quite a year, , '- J 

^. What was the age of the child ? 

A. Something more than three years. She was 
about two years old when (he came to me. 

^ Do you know who was the father of the 
child ? 

A* No; certainly. 

^ Have you ever feen Mr. Start ? 

A. He has been twice at my boufe ; but not on 
account of the little girl. I 

j^. How long did he ftay ? ' 1 

A, Not long — about five minutes. \ 

^ Did Mr.Sturt take .notice of. the child ? 

A. Not particularly ; the child was in the room. 
3 Samuel 
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Samuel V^hiown^.-^Examined hy Mr. Tatks* 

^ You are a fcrvant to Lord Blandford ? 

A. Yes. 

^. HarVg yo^ livc4 witji hini foine tioie ? 

W. Ycj. 

^, Was ypi| wich t^im at Griitchili laft autumn? 

^. Yes, 

^. Was Mfi Sturt there? . 

> " '^^ Ye?, :. . ' .., . 

^ Did ypp wait on them frpquendy at fu|>pcr? 
j^. I do opt recolJcA 'whether I waited at fupper. 
^ What time did Mr. Sturt ufually go to b<;d ? 
-rf. Generally abo^t eight o'clock. 
^ ^ Who, was Lady Mary left with ? 

V ^.,1 fuppofcL^d Blandford^; . , • _ 

^ Was there any other cpr^pany in the houfe ? 

^. Sometimes* • •. . -^ .<i 

-* ^ Have you frequently known Mr. iStu^t gf^xo 

\>td and |eave Lord Blandford and La4j Mary 

■jfWine alone ? ,, . ' r -. . 

J. I have noticed it often. , - \ . 

^ - . . ».. 

, ^ i^ At what time did they ufualJy, go to bed, 
tfter'haying been left together from eight to'cjock i 
A. About eleven o'clock. \ 
^ Did you go with Mr. Sturt on ^ny o£ his 
fjujling expeditjop? from Brownfea ? 
A. I went once or twice. 
^ Vyas Lord Blandford left bisrhind at Brownfea? 
A* Yes. / 

\ Who 
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5. Wha was If ft with Iiim > 

^. Lady Mary Anne was there. / 

Crofs^xamined by Mr. Erskine. v 

^^ Do you mean «o* %, yoii have b«feri faifiog 
with Mr. Sturt when Lord Blancjford was noi of 
the parry, but left behind with Lad/'Mafy Anne ? 

ji. Yes. 

^ You fay Mr. Sturt hSi gbHe td brfd at eight ' 
o'clock, leaving his wife and ll^ord Blandf(Jrd' to- 
gether?'' . • '- --^'' •• :^^- 

ui^l have been told by the^^het- fdl^Yfems fee was 
gonefo bed. . : . j iva ::.•;. \'. 

^ You have only beard, tikfrt, tKat he hai been 
gone to bed ? ••'*'.. 

ji! I have been told fo. I ha-v^e-iflquiitd, and 
wondered Ke went to bed fo eat-iy*. -^ - • 1 

^ I underftood you to have faicf^^ytyfl h8^e fi?en 
Kftfi goto bed? • i * ' X * — 

v;^ No. - ' • ' ; J -''■■- '^ ••'- 

^ Then you do not know the faft ? 

jl. No farther than I have bJ^Sh toJA 
• 'i^ ©id you cv^r 'fee him iretit-e li ybur Itfe, 
teavkig Lord Kaiidford and VL«dy ^ Mary Affft€ 
alone at fupper ? 
■ !/if. No^ I drd not fee him. ■ ' ' 

^. Was there not generally fdnicf femfde with 
her who was vifiting the family ? ^ 

^.' I do not recolfcfti • 

j^ Was this after Mr. Start's accident at fea ? 
*•• 'f .^ A yes. 
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^ I would aflc you, whether you ever faw Mr. 
Bturt go away in your life, leaving Lady Mary 
Anne and Lord Blandford together ? 

J. No. 

^ And you only know the fad from informal- 
cion? 

A^ Only from the information of other people. 

Mr. Brjkine. Does your £yord(bip think this can 
tc evidence ?, 

Lord Kenyan* Why, it is hardly worth icon* 

lei^ding for, but I rather think it is evidence^ whst 

S one fervant faid'to another^ at leaft to expUta 

Other fads. It is part of the r^s gefi^^ of the family^ 

during the time* 

^ Jambs Brown txaminedf 

S^ Was you n Servant in Mr. Sturt's family a; 
the time Lord Blandford W9s ther^ \ ,. 

A. Yes. 

^ Did ydu wait at fqpper I 

A* Sometimes. 

^ Do you know of any time when.tlaere.w^r^ 
no yifltors in the family buf Lord Blandford'? 

4^ I do not recoUe^^. 

The letters referred to by the Attorney General 
were read by the officer of the Court, and con* 
(rlu^ded the evidence for the Defendant. 
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reply: 
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Mr. Erjkiney ■ 



I 



- Gentlem.en of the' Jury, 

DURING a confiderable period of the At-? 
toniey GeneraPs opening of this cafe, on th© fj 

part of his client, the Noble Defendant, I felt a , ? 

greater degree of emotion and furprifc than is 
cuftomary wuh me in this place, even upon occa- 
fions of this delicate comple^^ion, becaufe it did . 
appear to me extraordinary, to fuppofe tKat any 
man would have prefe^ted himfelf voluntarily, 
and not upon apy compialfion, before a jury of his; ^ 
country, and in the face of the public, to have 
made fo ridiculous an experiment as the Attorney 
, General would infer ha$ been made by the Plaintiff 
this day. 

He would have you believe, that the Gentleman 
whom I reprefent, knowing from the beginning 
the circumftances pF his w»fc*s c^'iminal intercourfe 
with the -Defendant, had bimfelf confented to and - 
^nnived at the adpkcry ; that knowing it wa$ 

^ donq j 
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d^ne under liis own coofy and un'^er he cfwii eye/ 
he was content his wife (hodd be di(hon6uredj 
and that, neverthclefs, acquainted ,>with the lav. 
lippn the fubjeft, as he muft be fuppofcd/to be, 
(far there is no one principle upon which itiisT 
founded that can be brought in queftion),'hcj9iouid' 
have had the ifolly tO:C^>nK bcfor^.a jjKy.to publifli 

hisiq^p^difhonour anddifgiaQCi . 

Gentleman, I (hall divide what I haVc to ijidtcfs 
to you by y/ay of reply itiio.two parts :. firft, that 
lyhijch ! relates to, the charge of the PlabtifF'^ being 
privy to. his own difhonour, and the pandfer to. his. 
wife's lufti and fcfondly, his 0wn condiiA with 
regard tp /Madame Rrunfipholtz^ which is adif^ 
tinft part of thtf cafci. 

My 4?^rned friend might take thi$ cafe feithet 
J3is it. appears upon tnyopbning as cbunfcfl for the 
jPlaintiflF, / or from the evidence, or both a's con- 
nefted together. If he takes it from tny openings 
iie muft do fo with reference to the wholfe'df it as itr 
(lands pppofed to parts of the.evldence/ or a$ that 
Evidence is difavowcd bf the PlaincifTs coUnfeU 

.My trafe was this : that Lord BlandforcJ Was an 
intimate friend of Mr. Sturt's, and had been {q 
for a great ruirtiber of years ; that their friendfliip 
had .been ^ increafed by a family connexion, the 
brother of the Plaintiff's wife having been united 
by marriage with a daughter of the Duke of Marl* 
borough j fifter of the* Defendant ; that in confe* 
quence of this family condex;ion> Lotd Blandford 

t a rpent 
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ij«Qt i cte^l of hU time at tbc houfe of the Ptain^^ 
tUT in the country ; that^ fo far from there being 
tty thing to enable tbe PlaincifT to hear through 
the medium of kit fervants^ that his wife and the 
Sefisni^afic were engaged in a criminal iniercduHe, 
we wd« obliged to ba^e f^cdiirfe to that (pedes of^ 
correfpondeocej by which this unfortun^e gfemie* 
man found out he was not the father of the tbild o^ 
which his wife was on the point of being delivef<id. 
] ftated to fOQ, that when it evidently apj)eared 
from the inrercepted tetters that a crithihiircon«^ 
nexion had t^ken place^ this gentleman, ^uated 
1^' his honourable feelings, considered that he 
eovdd noti confiftent with humanity, difdofe the 
fecret to the woman who had injured him ; "but 
that he fuffered her to remain under hisroof^ al- 
lowing her fufficient time afterwards to recover 
fiom the confequences of her illhefs ; and this 
¥nngs it to the fix weeks which I mentioned as the 
l^riod fubfcqueijt to the difeovery of the corre- 
^ndence, and the difclofure of it to the lady. 
You will recoiled, I did flate and reftate, that 
from the moment be difcovered the letters he haci 
no infercourfe whatever with this unhappy woman, 
but deterrhined to briftg this a6lion. 

Geiitlemen, it was in confequence of foch de- 
termination be wrofe that letter which has been fa 
much commented upon by the Attorney General ^ 
it- was written, not becauie he was indifferent to 
the difholK)u^ef his wife, not becaiafe he fliH con- 

cinued 
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tifitied upoh terms of ffiendfliip with her feducef^ 
but in order, by not appearing to have difcovered 
th€ intercourfe, he might extr^ft fomething from 
him on which he might build his cafe in a court of 
juftice; for he well knew, that, except the Inter- 
cepted corre(pondcnce, other evidence he had 
none. 

Now my learned friend tells you, that Lord 
Bland ford's whole condiift was fuch, that it was 
impoffible for any man to Tie deceived by it for a 
moment. It was imputed to us, that wb were our- 
felves fo cbftfcioiis Mr. Sturt's condudt would riot 
bear examination, that we had avoided calling the 
different perfons in his family, fearing left their 
evidence (hould have detefted it. Was it not 
equally open to. the Attorney General, to have 
called thofe who had been in the habit of vifiring 
him for years ? Was it not in the power of th» 
Defendant to have ftiown, that Mr, Start knew 
Lord Blandford was engaged in ^ criminal con- 
nexion with his wife? On the contrary, fo far 
from Lord Blandford imagining the Plaintiff was 
privy to his guilty commerce with Mrs. Sturt, and 
was indifferent to it, you learn from one of the 
. letters of Lord Blandford, that he woiild not even 
come to Ci;itchill, but only in the neighbourhood, 
under the apprehenfion of this bufinels being di(^' 
covered. There is nothing to (how you Mr. Stur^ 
ever confentcd to it ; If he confenred to overlook 
the condudt of his wife and Lord Blandford, fatif- 
4 fied 
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fied with the (rtt cDJoymeirt of the company of 
Madame Kruraphohz, why were thofe letters in- 
tercepted ? .why has he come into Court to coyer, 
himfelf with difgrace and (harne ? They have not 
been able to prove any one inftaoce of Mr. Stuit's? 
having been able to difcover his wife and Lord^ 
Blandford under eircumftances of fufpicion, or id 
any indelicate fituation* Yoa have only the evi- 
dence of a fetvant, whofe knowledge is founded 
upon the mere information of another fervant, not 
upon oath ; fo that you have, iri fadl, no circum- 
ftancc whatever before you that cati, or ought to', 
indiice you to believe^ that Mr. Sturowas privy to 
Ihe criminaHty of his wife, o»r acquainted \yith her 
difhonour. Surely then Lord Blandford (lands, 
fcefore you a proper objed of. reprobation and 
punifhment by exemplary damaged, .except as re- 
gards the other part of the cafe^ 

You win hot eeafe hearing it in yOur minds, that 
the Plaintiff having difcovered this criminal con- 
nexion^ he >^rote the letter to Lord Blandford^ 
/ftating the birth of the child, ^not as a letter of 
fricndfliip and congratulation^ but merely to draw 
from him fomething in anfwer to it> that might 
furniflj him with additionail evidence, with a vicNV 
to the pnsfent a<ftion. Since then there is no evi- 
dence of his having been in the llighteft: degree 
^onned^ with Lady Mary A«ne Sturt; onihe 
^rpnfrary, he h^d r^folved, at tljat time, to bring 
h\^ gafe before a jury, 

' '*' . . u 
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ft is not probable, that Lord Biahdford's fa* 
niily (hould have been defirous of bringing fuch a 
fubject as this forward for public invleftigation* It 
IS one which muft be moll affiiding^ every indi- 
vidual of that family^ not only as' it regards the 
man who appears before you as Plaintiff, biit as it 
afFefls his unhappy lady and their infant children. 
It is one which that rich and noble family would at 
any price have wiflied to l^ave kept out of Court, 

We frequently hear, in places not far diftant 
from this in which I am fpeaking, of agreements 
between a hulband and wife for the purpofe of 
obtaining a divorce ; and it is often a queftion ^itb 
the Legiflature, whether, under all the circura- 
ftanc'es of the cafe, they will pronounce a fentence 
of divorce or nor. We know pcrfcdly that fomc 
perfons are willing to make any facrifices, in order 
to keep from the public the particulars of their 
misfortunes ; and innumerable inftancps have oCt ' 
curred of men receiving that compenfation by the 
adjuftment of damages privately, wjiich ought only 
to be given publicly, and in the face of the world. 
If Mr. Sturt had confented from any diftionourablc 
motive to have had his wife clothed by Lord 
Blandford, and drcffed out in thcfe trumpery 
trinkets, if he had meant to have made a prey of 
this young nobleman, can you fuppofe that he 
would have prevented their intercourfe as he*has 
done ? No, Gentlemeur^ he was above being 
^fluated by any fuch idea; he was above j:om* 

promifing 



fmanlfing fhU honour by th^ acccptat^cc of any 

(bin given privately in the (bapc of damages, 

Whattsvcr w*aknef$ of conduft, with rcfpcft to 

Mr, Sturr^ h|s come out in the courfe of this trial, . 

It n^y be matter of regret j but as far as it rclatei 

to any privity, on bis part, to his own diQiononr, ' 

to the debauchery of his wjfe, or to the 4doption 

of the child of another manj there IS no circwnTr 

ftance that can in the lead degree juftify youf ) 

giving credit to it, It is not widiip the verge of 

probability, that a man who is married to a beauti- 

fol and lovely woman, the offspring gf an hoi. 

'nourable and noble family, (hould fo far degrade 

liimfcif as to confent that' his wife (hould be with 

child by another man^ and that fuch child (hould 

inherit the property fettlpd upot» her ^nd her chiU 

dren by her marriage fettlem^ht, . 

You are to try this caufe, Gentlemen, on your 
daths, and are not to be biaifed by mere aifertions, 
however refpedable tl>e quarter from which they 
in^y proceed. I was prep^^red to have fpoken of 
my client with the deteftation he woqld have me* 
iited,'had the fadts, as ftated by the Attorney 
General, been corroborated, or at all fupported, 
by the evidence; for, though it is our duty to 
protedl thofe whO truft their interefts in our hands, 
we do not ftand here to throw a ftiield over guilt^j 
or defend the caufe of immorality and vice. 

I expeded my learntd friend was about td have 
laid before you proofs of this gentleman's having 

permitted 
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perm^fed thti Defend^t to:h^vevifitcd his wile,. 
coRfcious), ^; ,th^ f^me time, of the crimiQal mo*, 
tjveof his,v,i6fs. I C3|;pcft,9(3 he would :h;iye.ibown,' 
thai he h^d fecn, that he could not hut have fcep. 
the adulterer's CQurfe^ Md that. he. connived at 
thofe a,ttewigj9» ^"^ jfw'ljarijip^ wb jc,h , puft. ^i^ia-^ 
tiir^lly .Jjaye. Jf^^n ilippofpd, to. lead^to. f gttUtJf. 
connexipn. Jf ^ he . had done fo, I (bou|dVbayV 
comentcd ,myfclf with, throwing down my br«ff,, 
retiring • frop thi^ place v^'ith dfguft, and 4<fayjn^^ 
you to C3^prefs your abhorrence of th^ VhjnpfPi^ 
^pndu&, by proi^puncing , your verdid ,a^ai0(|. 

t-et u;5. fpe ,what the evicleppe is, and jwh^ ri^ 
plight have bseeq, if Mr- Sturt was rea^ly;Oj»efli l^ 
t^e charge made ;againft him by^ the jA,^torncy. 
peneral.^ Might ijot all the friends of this unfor* 
tunate lady h*vye been produced" to ;(hpiw thi. nyg* 
Jlgenicc apd.conpivance of her huiband? ^i^.&hS 
jiot the Ej^rj atSb^rftcftiiry, l^dy..S^ftc(b,ui:y,.a5i^4 
Mrv Aft^ley, her brother, who wpre in th^ cQwI^aKUf 
habit of v'ifuing .him, havp been produc<?d in.^jvit 
jdence againft; f>im? Might not all the npble 're- 
latives of the parties hayc qome forwarcJ to JhoMT 
Jbat (he was the vif^in^ of her hulband's indifr 
ferenc^? \Vhere would have been the difficulty 
jin adducing fejch teftimnny, the mod f^tisfaAory 
f hat could have been pffered? We know they 
were .c;ftn(bjptly.yifiung. iji the faoxily. W^e, oin 

^ vifiting 
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vifltrrig at the Pla^ntif^s^^:loafci to Tpcat-io th€ 
atfcArofiatc manner in which he behaVed'^tttWafds 
his vvife^ iand the harmony that fubfifted between 

them. * . ' ' . ' \ ' 

*AV far then as relates to any^JvirJenceof Mr. 
Stones' 'having confented to the criminal inter- 
cdurfe, I alk, where is it ? My leanSed 'friend cx^ 
prefled'a wifli, that the period of the difcbVery of 
this correfpondence (houl* have been ftatdd/ How 
is it poflible for me to afcertain tlie particular hipur 
^hen it was xlifcovefed ? who can (ell the precife 
mdment ? * If I had faid, the Plaintiff had come 
full of grief upon Ae difcovery of the letters, tp 
whomi it' would have been alked, did he u'nbofom 
hinifetf?'H^w am' I to fatis|y 'you he difcoVered 
them,' on futh a day, W at fuch a; time, but by 
Bis'c6rwt^dnding condiift? ' I date then the dif- 
fcoVeryirom' that period whet) he refolvcd to have 
iio further intercourfe with his wife. Had he beeii 
capable of being aftuated by that apathy which is 
ftttribiiifed to Hini, and of concealing fuch a cor- 
refpdndertce after he had difcovercd' ir, would he 
hot,' do' you think, have -continued his houfe open 
to the vifits of this adulterer ? would he not, in- 
ftead of commencing the prefent adion, have pur- 
fued that line of conduft which would have juftly 
been a reproach, to him, and to any man ? ancj 
v?hat is there except the letter of the 14th January 
/l?oi, that can be urged even as an inference^ tliat 
^c continued to dcporr bimfclf with the (amc, 
• •* "' , marks 
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tt^r^.pfj/ripA^^p* towards, tbe Ma^qui^oC BUipicU 
ford hjcj ^ ba^ |?.ee^ acculiQgjiqd^ tp } ^ l^ft^f ed^ t<> y bi^ 
apd I ijjqrtf.ic ag^ain^,^^^ for a few wc^HiS ?<fttfr he 
Jbad made ^l)5r}i^?9y^^ ^f ;hV .w'f^*s f rJinjinaUty he 
fufFerqd: b%j;?,^<^f^|^,^L^dcrJbJs roof^ and that. a? 
ibe ^npp^^^ftt ^Nvbcn. he. .-wrpLc tid? Icttej:^ hp cpjst^t 
dercd k, v|f^>}ld ppitljtjr ,b?,:^actiBg av.,inahjy aor^a 
gerieroki3s.p|fC to;publifl)^ jh|f.<^ifgracc of^ajworiiaji 
,who j)uf; aj^9r]tfiugbt before had been delivered of j^ 
qhild, an(;l,pcxhaps ,bjCj^fl^.tpeans dcftroy the mor 

. vvWcbj^Yfrj^^o^^f^^j^fJr.i^ liis fituation. would 
have donci: -he uifofm^d J^ord.and. Lady Sljaftcif- 
bury .qf. »t.be dif^vpr^^ 1;^. bad ., made, aiid^of .l^^ 
^mri^^,9Jtip5 thfii:^ hi^5;,wi£e,^ aCter ^h^t,. jps:avery> 
ftiiOMld icjjijit|bi§ ^^^fchl^SJdp never have any. ^irtho^ 
fopiip;^fjiQ^<ion.\yitb;t][igij* ')^h^^ ^}:^^ ^fyfer ib^ 
AjFQfp^y.Gfpe/i^i gi v^ ^tci ^b.is ? HciajiSy jthjat ai- 
thovgj) . ^fi^ ,y^,^^^ ^S^^J^' . .^- m5 tu W3p5.perfe(^ljf 
aoqi^nced . with b'S Vfffe'iSt'infideJityy^be-yiei <:oi|- 
tini;p4 ^9s:?ddrqf5, the , .^fpajlapi: LK^^dBl^ndford 
?^^f(^5fi5!T^^"^ ^^i^P'^ffJ^*^?*^ .It ift,iippo.ffiJDl^.,to 
dcal.wjth.(Uch^c^^^ you^na^ft either adopt 

what a cornifi^^ ftftts^^.y^ muflt i;cj|f d it akoge- 
thc5i{ ..J/p»tcd t4) you^;[tl}^thc bad aftoi-v^itb t«n- 
dernef» tc^wards. b{s vyifcx ^? ^9^ .b^Y^i^ ^^^^ ^ 
away fr9a;^>his.bpi](f;fCfae morpcnt h^ difigoyered her 
illicit'; correfpondciicr. ' Surely then the Noble 
LordjsjQpt to-ftand exculpated for that which is 4 
/nericpripiiis a^ iOiv.tbe p^rtof thj; PiftiAt4||*;:yQtf 
/ ' M 2 ought 



t«i^f ^Hifr to l"^t i Ireit^FiJggAfe of y^feftatitfrt' 
it l««'<{6Hdu^, ih entfcavouring to k*iil h'iriifetf 
af fatfi ;in jHr^uinftjt. ftkn conceive;' tlitrtforfc, 
f/6 likRiA ^hy ihe tii\<k of evidtJice'fliduW be 
«(&$ritd[-tn ^Vo6r oSr foth rf'Dtfchdaor; and cer^ 
litoj^ 'ft is,' Tn m^ "opmloih',' of the -grcaitdf! inii 
fdttinH- tha^ MK Stij/i ftioiild ftatid' i^roteatti 
fl^Sn 'this psn irf tiii bife. Th'ere is nothing to 
ftiW' ffiif 'l^brd -fckhta (^craaid-^Mliattrf 
t8wii?d^? M^i^ta'i^ ifi'iHe'brtfence of h«/r huftinij: 
" ■ifie.ira^l^aftdM'hatomt!' dbwn'toMr: Stdrt^i 
fete &^i'peffe(h'(f/a»,-iW prc(e*c^^ 
Mt^rer<^"AttiYh^^^'-if ^Mr: $tu'k ^ffatf^mtett 
fttis -IPctiiei'; ffij -conheiioTi^ of a 'famay'nitiii'e fdbi 
fi'9in|i^tWei!n them at tb'e time, ffliould havi 
fiJd,He¥adh6t c6rtd{i«^''hmifelf «^ith pKi^fetice j 
tfc/bugfi 1 fhould h;i^e cyntetiiied, fi'e ' had 'nik" 
fficreby loft' tis rigkt 6( £Afori. ■ It certainly v^otild 
Hbt haTC'bteti the ctfhdiSft 6f d difdfc^t hrfct-pVui 
aiciht hiiiba'nd} tut' is this^llifife fituatibrt' iA vJMtK he 
feindii r Wa^Loiy felaridford dne of thoffe'd^ing 
ybirrig'fncn of }a(hioiy,"S^kifift wKofe fedtiaibtfe it 
mt htfd^iif'tb'be ^iiafd^d"?''onth^e6lntrityi'hd 
was'th^'f^he-r of a beiimful rattTi!y''ifrd Witfed 
to -fiiiii Ky'ttte^arriage^of^'hife'^ftA^ w?A Mr. Alh- , 
Kyi the .ferbthtlr of h« wife; He migbti iifRfibut 
w(»|>roprieity, have fiiflfewd i'fetriihlirity'onthe'part 
of Lord felaridford towards 4iis wife, iwliidh w?6uld 
RaVc beeft-'liigHly nnjultifiabile with regard to- jW>y 
Hf&r '^t(b)|lm>l' ^iM«It€<2l!%{tH ebe f«nyi>jr A6 hk 
: ita. • '. '•; was. 
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was; '-' Hkd'^: te • ft^ifed: Jt iinacrl the ixoniS(9Et<i4 
that k was' crirtiinafi • wodid 'hcj do^ybi; thfailBj 
havt Writteh-chis letter' to iHe refpcflablc and bo^ 
nottmblcLiuJyrto whdmkii-a^ : - i 

3 .Wddb notWifttto divaygBr:rfieiiarries^of perfofsl 
we.Tnayifindiw our briefs^ >nd by (o ^om^tah^A 
tiwni .iauhc xlatiat-sof filieJiircHrld, urilefti^t {« nb^ 
iotldyj<vmcdBrfita die'thteroftsvcf .otii^IcKetird:iit^6t ' 
it was impofflble toiav©id Imriddi.ldng;rternaimift^rf 
l^y Sflafeftiiiry ^'iiwlc i-wi(94ldirefdiP w^ the 
honourdtdf ithrf.vAttarn«y7Gerieiar;biiiifdf;;iwafeti^ 
itfis [loffifll€'3(lich a 'letter f 295 wm fettt-bytchdFliia^ 
tiiF) toIdii&Ilady^ijoquW <faaioc;:betnr:5krittcjil if hi 
had bebn' ccniicibus.h^'wa'i d0{ng^ rhin^ th^trtVRas 
di&Qixourablei|> oar cobld hb Isavb fuij^^iafaL jdwi 
. luadjr fihaffocfibliry ,*^ouId .b4v/C 'fandionedifoch it 
'bDndtsu^ sm ^faisl parto Js^k pofii-ble to fujipofe th^ 
ibis ^entIdaiiHi::w.cKtld4. in;4lQrdreffing'a; ktteclto ^ 
jelative of his wffc^ 'haJ^fc acknowledgedi.thir.hd 
was aUi^wing Lofd Bl^ridfbrdtQ diiefs hit u^.witi| 
(>refcnts, . though be could nfat.be ignorant 'of his 
d^%ns ; upbn ' her virtufc ? Is ,there amy. tjibg ex'-i 
Iraardinary in fuch a letter having been written to 
a near:rclariye up©n frhc. fubjetft of a femiliiritjf 
betweeik iparties connfc&cd by ties of a family oa-^ 
taurc? Thii letter was not liddrefftfd to^a ftnanlger 
to the'fannlly,. but Jio L4dy Shaftcfbury,.cfafe,Qei« 
reiatiofi of his., wife, and tjo' *h6m h«^aftwwa>lfi 
imparted tbcfiliffovtry 6f the crirninul corrbfpairft^f 
enice. it^ v/s& tbii htdy w&oai} yctu fobfeqiieotljr 
'i :./.J find 
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find Icftiirmg I^dy Marjf;AiiDC iip6n xKe itppccr-^ 
puia^ o£ Juer conduS,4t'a.tinie wheit Lord Blaad<» 
fordiwas urging her the other way, and pcrfaading 
her not to atrcnd tathe:adtnQnitions Jhfif gave her 
tO-brcafe off the connexion with. Kim. The pare i 

fee t66k upon the oicafioH Is fufficienc -to fhow. yott 
file \v^5 the laft wooian.i^n eactb.»ho«ooidil bsve - 
reoeiyedi a letter wrrcten from the- dKhotvonsrabUi 
motive imputed to- the. Pbtintiir*:: .'::-': j 

1 havt aiready ftatcd ior.yau» that tbe.flrft thipg % 

Mr. Stwrt did after. he. was fatisfted. of bis. wtfe*$ 
guilty* bicrcour/e, was to difcover it to Lord and 
Ladjf SbafteA)aryy and. to 'expref$ to them bis de^ 
tcrminatian to quit her fociety. Lady Shafieibury , 

condii&ed herfclf in the rinbft honouf able manner ^ 1 

Ihe communicated what (he bad h^A to Lord . 
Blandford, whor, in reuann, calls , bcf , 'in one; of 
hisJetterB t» Lady Mary. Anne, a dcviU It tre-» > 

fuits, ..therjrfbre^ from the whole> that it is not 
poffible the Plaintiff cduld have written the lettar 
.with the view which; ii foppofed; oTy if he had 
been tcapafete of it, ^hat Lady Sbiftefbury would- 
haver deigned toWve ^eteived it4 ihe was aw«i^ 
doubtlefs, that it was riot written with referetee to 
the attentions of a ybiMig ftrangerjcrf>rfink, who 
had introduced himfclf into the houfe^of tliie writer 
of it, but, of a relation, the fathei* 6f a family him*-- 
felf, and conneded by matriage with tbe lady tor J 

whom his civilities were diredtcd- 'Stately, tben'^ 
k is too.much.fof the Atconicy General to confidec 
:. :\7: himfelf 

- I 
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Kimfelf entitled to make the obfervations he has, 
addreficd to you on thij parr of tlie cafe, which he 
fccms to have fo much relied upon.^ Is it poffible 
for any man to have been profligate and weak 
xnough to have* written fuch a letter as this,' if he 
had been certain that the prefents made to his wife 
were for the purpofe of feduftion ? Would he 
have faid to fo near and refpeftable a relation. 
Here* aai I a contented cuckold, fufFering the 
mother of nxy children to be clothed at the expenie 
of I^ord- -Blaridford ; but I am willing to bear it, 
becauie hi gives her ear-rings, lionclafps, hand- 
fome gownis, and fuch other infignificant prefents ?* 
Notwithftanding, Gentlemen, wnat has been 
imputed to the Plaintiff on account of Madame 
Krumpholrz, can you believe that fuch a con- 
nexion could' have rriade him capable of throwing 
his wifef' into the arms of luft ? If you cannot be- 
lieve this,- it does appear -to me, that the cafe is en- 
tirely deftitiite of evidence. 

We have had many, too many cafes on this 
melancholy ftibjed:, fo deeply interefting to the 
morals of the country; but I confefs I ncver're- 
colleift a cafe fupported by fuch favourable 'evi- 
dence, " Let me fuppcfe you had* nev,erheaFd of 
Madame Krutiipholtz, and you was called upon 
to decide upon: the other evidence produced to 
youi what damages a man conducing himfelf as 
Lord Blandford has done ought to pay. -There is 
no proof, you obferve, of tlie precife time when 

^this 



ihis cflrr^rppndcn.? c between Lad^ ^vy^-Arme a«t • 
. {^r4 Biandford ^yi^s difcov^rcd^ except, as th^ 
fad \s tQ .Ipe. jnfeir^d froin th? condu^tpf^ Mr* Sti^u j 
we fay, that it wq.s about a fortnight bjcforc Chrift- 
inasrjdayi that imipedfttj^Iy, ?ftcr ibis he commu-j ' . j 
Bicatcd JLi to Lprd and Lady Shafccft^iiry; thataa 
, ibon as his \yife recovered (he was e^p^Iled bis 
hoafe ; .and that Mr. Sturt inftantly^ r^fcdved tci 
foine intQ a court of jpftjce with thfr !ftt^r$.he ha4 
discovered a« proofs of his wife's guilt. Such 
would be xhe faAs oq which you w;ould have to 
found your vcrdift, but. for the other piar^ of the 
ttfe, on which I will now fay a ^ew wpfds. 

No inar>, ,1 truft, {^aA4in^g ^is an advocate in 
Ais p|^ce> will ^yer be heard to aflW?, that the 
jnar/iage duties are not reciproipal ; np. one cat^ j 

ever .b€j allowed ^to fay, that jt is nora^^ immpral 
jSkdi for a ipan to ha^^e an intercourfe wi-th^ any piher ^ 

>voman except hjs wifeb I admit the Attorney 
General has proved that .which , Mr. Stun ha$ 
^uch, very tnuch to, laniem; h\ft hiis it beei\ 
Aown to you, that Lady Mary Apne: has been 
!prov^^d, to the conin;>iffion of that a^l; iwhich ba^ 
^ende^ in her drflhonQur and difgra^e by^apy pri^ 
.tPl^l^.n^gleft on his p^ft, ctt by. Ws Jivi?^ iti.ji 
public ftate-^of coneubinpge, the laft^pcgvQcs^iofx 
.a ^Qtnan of feeling and delicacy (^ain- r^cfivp? i a 

cjdmJt^iXhat a man keepiiig 4 wpn?at);ipvibUcly, an4 j 

ibaving children by her vyhom he acHnowl?{^ge,5>Js ' ^ 

fiht.vgrfi*t^ft of all pofSble. prov^paii^ns^^l^ipfupus 
f . 1 4 wife 
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mfh iad' receive. Notfiirfg^^an ^fttoy-hcr '^ 
^e^foii fo mttch^ as'fiicb a fp«cit6 off «ti«duar^ii 
^♦hc-pkrtdf her hllfl&artdi^Wiatrfi ir*roUftd^-hbr-lti 
JlB«>t?fi4<^eft'pftrt ;' it^hiirts W^^ alK^^hcPmfeW 

tof hfo#dur-^. would fd cfepbrt himfelf, fefj^c^lly tHe 
'kufb4nd-4f^2i beautfltifwd accompliflied wlorttafi. 
*3f ftllr."Stvi¥t'had4i*^dQh an 'avowed ftSt^'orcoii. 
dibtnage ^vi th ' Mtidame Krumphc3fltz> and' htr wflfo 
could libt fevfe'gdne forth into' iny pubfic'placfe 
'Witiciur th^^Hik of ymhllrii ihirtx ' toj^efK^^;; dtfd 

pointing the finger of fcorn at her^ and conteni- 
'^\fditt^\er ds an obje(f]Jbf jiity; dept'fv*^^^^ 
We4\Jns-<Je'h6^ hufband fin fUcji cdfe^e^'i^i^t 
liav8';blen "tiietd jaft?fie(i for avaiting herifdV ofdc 
prot^ftfdn^ of andthbf''lii^Vi incT^th^t ^/ndh'^bufd 

^'Jiate liatl' nd right to have'been calffed'bpoSx in^a 

•coiirtbf jlirtice' for attbfdifrg; ir.\ BdtP fiaff fufch > 
cafp'^'£s. thh' been proved ?"i;^hat wimefi' h^ t)cdn 
called. Who' has veiftWecJ to altert afiy tliirig'like 

, it? Mts. Oby'vvas: the firft; has (he 'pi-Qvie(i i^? 

'quite thereverfe wbulci be the fad, il" jfilerc was 

, no evidence but hers, ' ' ''\ ' ./ 

Genrleiiien. there are dejgrees df guil't, and wc afe 
confiderirtg to what extent the Plaintiff is'culpable 
J:>y his conduft with' rtgard to Madame Krutnp- 
holtz, as it affeds his vvife.' / It is proved, t aelrnit, 
that a criminal connexion fubfifted 'between 'thepi. 
I can, no more deny 'it after the evidence ihaj has 
been produced, than the Attorney General could 

N deny. 



4eny^: after the .lettcrsi.I;ic4d (o.}»^> thfti ^ews 
iliad been* a. criminal CQ0Acicioa:.h«^ccii-li<Htt 
.Blandfijrd aii4. t^^y- Ma^y^AOfle .S5tin> , At tl^ 
/^flietime, though. Xw^:\fi<>9ii«<i:Qpth©:{)iu^ of it 
pjaintiff ifrrcenfurahjejio -a moral. poi^tftf view,, 
.and, JM%r€PeS' in^ipitigawn. of^4am4ge^^ 
.pcve^obj^jii wnfidercd tpr ftrikc^aR th^.feiwA^tifR 
,ff an. aftipn oftbi^ ff^.j^.J^t qertai&^y.^do€f.r^- 
, c}oy e . , s. . plaiwiff; . .ffoifj; . tjjat .^plaitxi ^tf^ j^^f qipl^T/ 
•4a.«i^gc|s he. oiherwife mig^ b^ve i^adif an4 I >n^ 
yca<ty to^; ruft beiforc^^u in, die adroifljpx^ ^filh^^ 

;^' ^ ,\ /: J^. . ,,...:'•, .,.;_ci 

.^^ Thus k. ftand$, th^R r I: Ay Mn l^^rt,h^d ^. 

]ji;nowlcd^e.l>f h^s wife'* inl^dplity tiljigufl'^^^ 

. jier; dejiv^ry of ^a child! \ fba^t , fs foon as .{he.d^ 

cjifcpvjer it Jbe qiadc it knpwn,. and determined ^o 

,.bring fji^if aftbn ^4l^t fiwc the.lct^r by which jt 

has ;bcc«>^ cndcavouric^d to cf ft the impvitation* upop 

him ;)f. |his haying; be^q priyy to hiif difhpnour^ he 

has nev^jr cpmrngnicated.. qther with his wife or 

.her feduceri that fpcfc letter was written with ;a 

view iQ^ extraft fa^th?r pfQpf of his wife's guilt 5 

that, fubfequent; to it, he expelled ber from his 

hqufci and that, while fhe was under bis roof, 

tbere is no evidence to prove be ever obfcrvcd 

any' indecent ad that covild awaken fufpicion; th^t 

with regard to his fufFering her to accept articles 

' of drefs from the D^endant, it was juftifiable by 

the family connexion that fubfifted between theni, 

^pd fakes off the edge from the p^f^ryations of 



my learned friend rcfpc<5irng the imprudent letter to 
Lady Shaftefbury on that fubjedt. 

I have thought it my duty, Gehtlcrtien, to 
make ificft obTerfadpW to you i :J'ii>i »bt Via- 
-dicate the condud of Mr. Sturr, but it docs hot 
ftrike me that Lord Blandford is entitled to fay, 
becaufe he has-been gViilty of adultery with another 
woman, that it ithcefore amounts to a licenfe to 
invade his bed, and protefts him in that invafion, 
orjuftifieshim in the fcdudtion of this lady; and 
in endeavouring to palliate his offence .lender tfa,e 
fpecious prcterice of religion. ^ His conduft in this 
rcfpeft ought to excite'^ ybot indignation ; but I*^ 
admit 'y<m arfe bbund-to^ufe-y&ur difcrction, under 
all-the circtinlftandes of the c^fe, as to the damages 
Mr. Sturt'fias'a right' to expeA at your hands. It 
dbcf9 not- appear Lady Mary Anne «V^r ' knew oif 
his connexion with MadaVrte Krumphdtz, or that 
aprinciple of revenge for 'her hufbaiidV infidelity 
induced her to yield to the fedudicmy 'df the^De- . 
fendarit./ ' I ' {hall* trefpafs no fufther«\fp6n * youi: 
attention ; the cafe of the gentleman whc^ite 1 re- 
prefcnt is before you, and I am perfiiiltfed - ypUr . 
verdift'ivill be fuch as will reconcile Hife'^S^ijury hfe 
has riec^ived, with what is^due to virtue,' morality, 
and public juflice, of;^hieh y4u are'thc'gaardians* 
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GBARGE TO THE JURY, 



Lord Ketr^K. 



^G'ENTt'^MEl^ ar THE Ju^Y, " 

p FfA^R^TPOK ^ gpo^.d^alof the fecliiig whicb 
-*T.::Wj^s^i??prf<r€!i .bjfv^tHc kame^ gentkraaa who 
h%s :j^ft;f^t,4owfl^ ia.pticf^qiijg his firft addrefs tof 
yell. : I :haye tried, (9 many- of thefc caufes, that 
oi)e feel$..tO)9^'s heart that the fame pidurefliould . 
fOr pfier^Jbf^ exhibited jtp juries. With the affiftancc 
of'juries^rlhayc'dofie.aU Itcould to fupprefs of^ 
fences pC thi& kind; but it ieems to m^^ that we 
are in the condition of the ftrong itjan^ ^ho, when 
he:had cut oiftiie ferpcBt's headv found that others 
grew ;iipm the. place of the one lie had cue off. 
C^fes of <hi6:fort, I atU: forry to fay, multiply b|B* 
ypnd me^fure*: Wlieiheriby applying the fearing' 
irQp> we n^y at.iaftj^La (Ipp to them ; v^hether^ 
by holding the parties up to contempt and infamy^ 
and by putting i>ne's hands deep into the purfes^ 
of defendant?, they may bd at laft fupprcffed, is 
more than X will venture to promife. 
• iiv- : rj . -. In 
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'/•l(n the rcourife of thi$ caufe;:diflferei|t kinds cX^ 
charadcrs liavfc btfen exilifeicid : fodic .^here. arc^ 
vvhbfe condudf juftly €x$i!Qs jhc liighefli,d^gf€C of- 
indignation, others who arc. entitled .t<) pr^iCe and, 
admiration, and ocKcrs wh^ ace ibe pl:ye<St$;of our^ 
pity and cornrtiiferationi' ■ 

When we .are toid ift one of the; le;t«r§ pf the 
Noble Marquis; the Defendant, wherein hfi foys- 
** that Lady Blandford is quite alarmed -About him, 
that he Uirfts into tears conftautly, ;and .talks-. fo. in.- 
his fleep, that (he iis quite frightened ;*'''wbo is 
there that. mirfl notgive.a compaffion^te look.tjQ-* 
wards that poor, unhappy and ill*treated fedy^ I 
have n6t;thB bonouF of beiug perfoaaUy acquainted' 
with her^ ihiit i**know.thit the Earl of Galloway/; 
her noble* fathca^, has, Jjy the education he haa 
beftowcd upon his children, .endeavoured, as /far: 
as depended upon Jiirfi, -to makd bis ; daughters, 
chafle, and hrs.fdns v.aliahi. Thofe qualities arc ' 
among the kgacies. which the records of :a n^igh«- 
bouring phice * inform tis have been left the cb by 
their ilhiilrious.;anaeft6rs* The family ..of Lord 
Galloway has exhibited to this country^. and! to the' 
-world, the brighcelt examples of manly patriotifm 
aird courage,' arid of female yirtue and^chaftity-. 
The prefent race, if I am rightly informed, has 
nDtideg^nci^t^d/from.aoy of the former,' I iiavc 
bcein told foyuorwicrf*' the- rgrcateft admjralsv.of th^ 
• .' ^. ;^ ■ >r il trJfj : •; V : ^; . ; <r";; 

, Britifli . 
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firitirti itav'y,' tliat there was no father who ttiij^t 
not be protfd oF fuch a ft>n as Lord-Garlies^ and' 
with rejgard to tbe charadcr of{ this lady, the v^ifc 
of the Defendant there is no one who has attempted' • -• 

to caft the ijighteft "imputation upon it. I hope 
her mifguided hufband will repent bis behaviour 
towards her^ and' return to her Arnas- with-that gra- 
titude which fuch affedion and tendernefs deferve.j 

Having' faid thus much, let us now fed what' ^ 

this cafe is*:— Mr. Sturt conies here to complain Jof' 
• one* oF the greateft of all iRJuries ; lie tells^70u, I 
have farmed a cotinexion, a rcligio&xonnexion, : 
not merely a temporal 'Cdftnexion—L have entered 

. into a Gomraft of m^uriage :with this lady; J I have * 

faithfoliy. difcharged -the duties of that lAftittitian, 
in« dbftdiiting from all* other women,^ to keep my- 
felf to h^r alone : alLtbofe duties I haivc perfonned, 
and. now .my. feelings, and honour have been 
wounded in -the tendered part ; I have loft the fo- 
cJety,*ccfmfort, and affedtion of ray wife, and I 

. come to you to make me fatisfaftion. J do noc. 
flty theffc are the precife words of the Plaintiff, but 
Imiift^kifidic cafe he has laid before you, if he 
has not: in ihort hand, if I niay be allowed the 
term , ^xpfefFed: what I have ftated to .you more in 

: Crbnh diiFerent fiiuationsf In. life' flaw different, 
diiiies;o and: from youc fnuatiofc as* huibands, fori 
all or the greater part of you I take it for granted 
are married men, you inuft bcvfcnfible, there" 

a;-:; 2 ^ rcfukJ 



^l^efuUs ^.4!ut;y: to t><^ kind . and ^ffedionate towardj^ 
ryojiir nvfh r^nqt. tP WPund jl^k fpelpgs j^ the* tco^' . 
:ldeFeft, part, iby^defijriing^tljern caqd b<^rniqg.:thc 
<i^^au(;hj6d p^r^inpurs of ^ y^(9f^l^f^.'?T^l^?9.i^^A^ 
h% &}f^][i a^ao^ned cpnnexioErs/ importing inEatny, 
^d:;toO;;>o(ten difeafe^'into. (herbod o£:.viaue-aQ4 

xhaftityjr,^-, 3 J u'- r :i!\»/ r;.//- r / i // c^'l 

v .rli ihU cafe, iiojpiy ^t^wed « ujpon 4?e qwieftioi^ of 

ihc proof: of ,th? {ic^qkciy, :o^ . .th? ,paij' of ,fe ; Ppj- 

/epda^r, Iijt^iplj: it is .proy^d beyond all |K>(|il?*^«t . 

ipf:d9ii?bt,i l^y- one of the letters, in vvhicjv lie.-fpcak? 

^p^, the child of whiclv JL^dy.-Mary Anne hadrbeea 

.j^liyered^ af his child. Xhc iPlaiati§r,/o^4l}C 

injury futlaffled -by fucl^ adulwy, claims ilaipagcs 

^yoiir. hands,! his ^flaixn, is^ rpfiftcjcl. :Qn, twp 

.^ground^; namely, firftj^ That heh^s copfenjed to 

his owri'diihonour ;, and 1 (hall not concl^d? gpon 

tthat .pointy but ful^mit to ypur .confidcrayon what 

.,ia.ppears upon the face of the correfpond^nqe you 

jhave heard read to ypu, Mr; Sturr, in one of his 

letters written to Uady Shaftcfbury, fays,: they arc 

not very gay, but jhat .his \yife was richly dreflcd 

with trinkets, ear-ring;^, s^nd handfome gowns ; 

and that he made it up by prcfents which the Noble 

Marquis gav6 her; but which, bethinks, would 

have been more properly beftpwed upon the Mar.chio- 

nefs. He adds, he believes Q^o is no great favourite. 

'Why was fhe no favourite ? Why was this mod 

amiable of women to be coufidered as no favourite 

pf her hulband ? What could the Plaintiff mean, or 

■ ' intend 
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5ntend'tc?'rrtfcr, by tetli'i^p^^ in fes4e«»^ 'if 
not' that He cbnftdertd ' his 'own tfift'as '4 fkVou^'hfe 
Vith-r> th<r Marquis ? * Aiid^whdt \vas W'ta' exp^^ 
bjrftiffbrittg'Kis wife t^tebeive fuch pifcftfiits > * But 
n*Iias bechTaid, What? (hall not the wcakhy fpti . 
hf ail 'Opulent ''fetrfilj? ihk\e prcfcni^ ihtioQ^tithf to 
the wife of one with whom he is connciff ed' b^ 
flnai;ria|e? - Is thai' tfrg^iaft iriiii i-cgitxi to' liord 
BlandfbvJ/ whoni y^tf fihd, ' id oiie^ • o^- bis' let tcrt, 
IpeaklrtgJcif hittiftlf irfd' Mr; Stiirt lis tHc'<:hi!dre)i 
xilTadVcrfirjr'? ^^as this to be permit tttl bytheToft 
tif-^thfe-fatfe' Mr* Sttntj^'aj^entlcmahof laYge'fori. 
tiiheV'^nd rhany ytars Metttber o^ ParHarticnt^fdir 
the coanty of Dorfct ? ' 1 do not 'kitowSvhat'th^ 
cirtutoftances 6f the prefect Mf. Sturtj^tieplaihtiff, 
'may be, bin T'Tetiiember his' father rioiriing before 
me to juftify bil to ah'ittifrienfb ambiint. ' 

There is a circumftance which ha^ beeiti* ftateS 
by the' learned counfcl, which would rrierit yoifr 
. atteniioh, if the wirnefs who fpeaks to ilt had proved 
it from his own knowledge and obfervation, and 
that is Mr. Sturt retiring to bbd at 'eight o'clock, 
leaving his wife and Lord Bland ford together for 
feveralhours after he was gone, I think it would * 
have been more prudent in him to have fat up with 
his vifitors, whom he had invited down to' his 
houTe, than to have left them behind with his wifc?^ 
after he had himfelf retired. 

There is one other point which remains now; 
and I am defired, as it is my duty, to inforili you 

what 
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what I take the principle of the laW to be, which 
is to govern this cafe. I have confidered the fub- 
jeft again and again^ and upon the point of law 
1 never had but one opinion ; and, undoubtedly, 
whatever opinion may be put up in oppolition to 
mine, I (hall obey it as far as it affords me a rule 
to ad upon, but my; mind rievcr.willbt: con- 
vinced. 

However profligate and debauched a man may 
have been prior to marriage, none of thcfe things 
ought to be imputed to him afterwarcJs by the 
Mfoman who bias taken a rake for her huiband, and 
undertaken the tafk of reforming him. But if, 
after the folemn contrafl: of marriage has been en- 
tered into, a man lives in a courfe of open profti- » 
tution, fuch a one may appeal to a court of juftice 
for damages for the adultery of his wife, but he 
(hall appeal in vain. If I follow up this principle 
by referring to the praftice and opinions of other , 
courts, I find piyfelf intrenched up to the teeth;— 
for inftance, in the Spiritual Court, if a lady who 
is brought there to anfwer for conjugal infidelity 
can (hpw that her hufband has been guilty of the 
fame offence, there is an end of the bpfinefs. I 
do not know whether it may be regular to fpeak 
of what is done up ftairs ; I would ufe the utmoft 
refpedt in adverting to the proceedings of Parlia- 
ment ; but if aa^application is made? there for a 
divorce for the caiife of adultery, and the party 
accufed cafi recriminate, there can be no bill. 

o On 
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On the caufe before you, I have no doubt. I 
have often faid, that the adminiftration of;the law 
of the land nevfer anfwered its purpofe better tbaii 
when it was made fubferviei;\t to the caiife of mo- 
rality and religion ; and it is efiential to the prc-^ 
fervation of morality and religion, to fay to a man 
appealing for damages. Keep yourfelf pure, and 
we will hear your ftory ; but come not with polluted 
hands, and defire us to do your dirty work for you. 
I think'then that religion would cry out againfl the > 

law of the land, and the intercfts of mcH'illity would 
be inj.ured, if this cafe flioyld be fqpported by your 
verdift. I afn clear, fuppofing you believe the 
fad of the adultery on the part , of the Plaintiff, 
and it cannot be controverted, be is not entitled to , ^ , 

damages. With thefe obfervaiions, I am to leave j 

the cafe to you ; but in leavings it to your better 
judgmeats, I am bound qp fey, that this action, as ^ 

it, appears to me, is not ftipported by the whole of 
the evidcnci^. 



The JoRT, after cortfulring a very ftiort tim#, 
returned a rerdift for the Plaintiff. Damages 

OHE HUNDRED POUNDS. 
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COJTTAIKINC 

: COPIES Of" SVCH LETTERS 

LQRJD Sl^ANPFGRD,. LADY SHAFTESBURY, 
MRS^ STURT, MR. BOUVEiaB, j^t> 

WR. Sf URT, MR. smith; 

jis, were n^t read^in, tb^ Courfe- of the Triah 



No. 1*. 

T CANNGT employ a <bi^ minutes fo agreeably, my 

deareftdear^ as in writings i& yQu>; thk you will fay 

you knew befoi:^ ; but I lifaei to repeat it ^ it is a truth 

which cannot be too ofcen^ r^pea^d. The plant you fent 

* The envelope to this lettef* (marked No. 2) is infertf^d in Mr* 
Erikane'sopeiui^, Speech, p^ S* 1 

' oa to 
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to mt, hj Fellows,' I keep in my room, and put It out 
at the window every day, and take it in in the evening: 
I value it more, ten millions of times, than my whole 
colleftion, and fliall let no one have the care of it while I • 
am here, but water it and fufter it myfelf. You tied it up 
with pink cotton ; I have taken off the cotton, and keep it 
in my box, with every thing eJfe which you ever gave me : 
t would not lofe it for worlds. Tfell me you tied it up : I 
am almoft fure though that you did. t To-morrow will 
bring me a letter from my ever dear Mary Anne: how 
happy jhall I be if I hear flie continues well ! Good night, 
my love 5 I hbpe I Ihall dream of you ; indeed I do. 

- - ' Thurfday, Eleven 0' Clock, 

. *^ HAVE two letters of my deareft M. A..'s toanfwer: ' 
one cattle ycfterday^andthc other this mornii^, befidq^ 
the other this morning, befides the one flie wrote to me 
to Weymouth* ., 1' am |^lad you thought I did right in 
coming* home. I have juft heard from Thornton ; he is 
at Blenheim, and comes to me next Tuefday. You may 
depend upon it, my deareft Mary Anne, that I will 
endeavour to amufe myfelf (occupy is the word) as much 
as poiliblQ; and, if the weather continues open, I (hall 
be out of doors all day, planting, &c. This is fuch a 
day as I nev^r yet beheld for Chrifimas ; as warm as 
May. 1 hope you will be able to walk a little : I wrote 
to Charles yefterday, and told him I ftiould certainly be 
with hitii the end of January, -You fee, by jiis Ipttcr, . 
be fays he fliall be glad to fee me, fliooting or ^ot. I 
wifh he had come here. 

t Part written the ?3d, and finifhed the 25th December 1800.^ 
I ' Oh! 



r 
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no; I am fum you could not. Let us then have done 
with the fubjedk for ever, fg^ though I have ftfong paF* 
Sons, they are pure ones, and only exift vritK love. Mf 
Ipve, they<are framed, and all direSed to one dear'objed; 
and vv<hen ifae is not in a ftate to partake of them, I muft 
learn to matter them. But I will promife ybii, that, if 
I find my health requires it, I will be fylph at.hidme; 
this is as much afs you can aik jor wifli, my .dear girl. In 
neither of your letters, my angel, cjo you fay you look 
forward to the end of January with pleafure : now pray^ 
don't have any more whims, my love,* but tell me ycm 
really hope to fee me then. Charles certainly thought I 
^ wds at Critchiil, or would not h^e Idiredled to me there*. 
Pray, pray, my love, take care of yourfelf; indeed^ my 
dear, you tnuft, for you know how much my comfort 
depends \ upon your health : tell me, in your next letter^ 
that you will. 'I am fo glad you haye not had the 
1 heart-burn, arid, that you take magnefla for it. I wifli 

you wouM let Mr. King feel your pulfe now apd then ;; 
\ hecaufe I kpo^v; fo much depend^ upon there being no 
feverifli fymptoms beforehand. Do, my dear, to obli^ 
me ; make a point of doing it, and let me know what he 
fays. I fhould like a brace of pheafants, when yoja caa 
lend any. You may defend upon my taking every poflible 

y ' ■ 

# * I did ngt think. Lord Bkindford was at Critchiil in my ab. 

fence ; I knew he could not ; but I underftood he leftfome things 
behind him, that he was to take up in his way to Wiiite Knights j 
I therefore dircftcd my letter to him a;t Critchiil, as he acquainted 
me he (hould pafs Sunday and take up his things. If he did no^ 
^11, 1 direfted his letter to be forwarded. 

I^ was his Lordlhip's intentio,n to have flept at Critchiil, \}ut 
. M|['3, Sykes remonftrated with Lady Mary Anne on the impro- 
priety ; he therefore went to Lord Shaftcfbury's. 

care 
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c«fO of trtyfelf ; indeed, my lovci I wfll, hacaufe«y<m 

defire it. Don't road the Children of tfats Abbey : I Ifaall " 

like fo ta sead it to you when ypu are getting welL Hovr 

^d it will Teem to me to be two or three days at CritchiU \ 

vrithoot-feeing yoQ ; I hope it willhot J>e more. If you 

wiA ft)r,aDy thing I can fond you, or gci:'yoafik>n» Toww| 

&> let me know, my dear gid ; you know nhsU. a plea&r^ 

it Ls tome to be of ufe to you. Adieu, love. • 

/ Moft< fincerely^ ' 

; Afffeftionatcly, and ^ 

Unalterably youffs, • 

Dear Lady Mary Anne, ^ ' 

A& I wrote to Cliarles.yefterrfayj I deferred anfwering 
your.letler till to-day. Iwasmuch dlfappqinted, inde6d^ 
2fi not feeing Charles here; if it was hot fo long 4 
journey for him, who is juft come off a longf r^, I fliould 
almoft alk him to come filrft to me, or perhaps he can't 
come later, and then X wquld return with hinu . At all 
events, I am very forry he did not. call on me. * I exped 
Colonel Thornton on Tuefday ; they. are. very gay at 
Blenheim, he fays ; a ball to-morrow, and., another on 
Monday next, at which he will perform a principal part, 
I d^ nQt doubt: I do not envy him any p;»r|t of it. 
Have the Sbaftefburys fixed what they do, or wlienf they 

# ■ • 
« This letter was in anfvvcr to one Lady>fary Anne Sturt had i 

written to Lord Bllndford when he was at Weymouth. I was ar 
that time in London. ' 

^ This is the envelope to the letter dated On,e o'clock,^ Tftcf- 
day, iiifertcd in p.'ii. | 

go? i 
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, go? if they cdnje here, I really wifli Charles woulclmeet 
theaa. God blefs you* 

Sincerely yours, 

, SLANpFOilD. 

Ciifitti and William Spencer come here to-morrow. 

fN. 6. Tht letter marked No. 4, in p. it, is the 
tnvelope to No. 3, in p. 9.] 



No-*4*. 

Pear Lady Mary Anne, 
I WROTE to you on Thurfday laft (Chriftrhas Day), 
and cnclofedjt to Charles ; I am afraid, as you fay nothing 
about it, that you have never received it. Your latt letter 
to me, franked by Charles, pafled ; I ought to have re* 
ceived it on Sunday, and I did not get it till Tuefday. I will 
write to Mr^ Freeling about mine : this is the third letter 
of mine lod within a month. Remember me to Charles* 
fmte Knights^ Sincerely^ 

Tbur/daf. £la2?dford. 

. [N. B. The envelope to the letter marked No. 10,;. p. 20, 
which is the next in order, is miffing.J 

I 
, • ThisJU the cnrelope to No. 7, p. 15. That letter is an an- 
fwerto the letter 'Lady Maiy Anne wrote to Xord Blandford. 
(which I could not intercept through the miftake of my fervantj, 
iit'coAftquence of fo^ne converfiition that paffcd bttwiecri her ahd 
LiAy^hiiftilbiiry onS^ndffy evetikifi:. 



No. 
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Dear Lady Mary Anni, 

i AM fliocked to fee in the papers the accident which 
bas happened to one of Charles's keepers : I hope it is 
not poor Farley. Shaftefbury's adventure, at Salifbury, 
is ridiculous enough, I bad a letter from your mother 
yefterday : flie fays he called on her, ii> his way io Hin- 
don, and that Lady Barbara was fo tired with her jour- 
ney (he could not dance. 

Adieu! Remember me to Charles kindly, and be^ 
lieve me 

Sincerely yours, 

White Knights, Dear Lady M. 

Sunday. Bland FORD> 



No. 6. 



Saturday. 



<f BY bim we love, offended, 
" How foon our anger flies ! 
' *' One day apart, *t is ended, * ' 

** Behold him, and it dies. — 
-** No fcorn thofe lips difcover, 

" Where dimples laugh the while, 
/ ** No frowns appear refentful, 

" Where Heaven has ftamp'd a fmil^v' 

■ • , . •• ^ . ' : ■ ..,, < . . \\ . '■ 

Will you, thy ever dear Mary Anne, be an example 

againft this general rule? . Will you fofter ranpour in a 

heart, where I know. that malice cannot dwell? Will 

you, but I will not.fuppofe it : you will not wound your 

o\vn nature fo much as to deflroy, beyond recovery, one, 

who 
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who you iriow bfily exifts beriufe ydu dd, atd who yott 
fhould pity and riot condemn. Ret^embcr the Scripitife 
. fays, " Judge not; left ye be judged." But with fuch di 
vjudge ds my nrioft truly beloved Mafy Anne, I feel I 
ihould be fute of an acquittal ; efpeciall^ *?hen my crime 
is ** loving her too mtich." Are not jealoufy and fufpi. 
cioh proofs of violent loVe I Ves^ my adordd,^ they are> 
and have ever been efteemed as Tuch^ By |ifl the mutual 
love we have prpfefled each other, and by all that we 
harg ebntelved^ I conjure' you^ my dear, to heal my 
heart, which ipy defcriptioiis have tiot exaggerated ; it is 
wounded almofl unto death : .write liie d Jcind letter^ a very 
kind one, in the ftylc you have fo often written, and 
which will be a comfort to me^ and fave mie from uttor 
defpair; for, my dear, you don't know how near it I 
am : but I know yoii can cure me^ and I feel certain, that 
jrou will. Adieu ! love, ndieu ! You cannot wear the 
pieiure and diJUke the original! no, my dear, it is 
impoffible;- 

Pray, pray, iny ever dear Mary Anne, beftow fome kind 
cxpreffions on me ; tell me you have not forgot me, ahdiell 
me that I ani ftill dear to you, for my exiftence depends 
tpon it; and indeed^ indeed, I adOre you! I am more mi- 
ferable i\\2it\y$u can ipiagihe^ dX not knowing how you are: 
pray tell me, my deaf, my adored, d^lay not informing 
meslbout yourfelf, aftd even if you cannot fpare me any 
kind exprefllions, at lead informi noe how you are \ pray 
-do, my dteaf • 

Sutidof. 

No letter again to-day ! I feftt jreftcrday and the day 

before to Bagfhot, and no letter. Oh ! Mary Anne^ I 

am {Convinced you are not. aware how much I love you^ 

«r and how deeply I am interefted in your welfare, or yott 

wouldnot keep me fo long without hearhig from y^u : 
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ir is Worf«. t}>9<i death ta me, my ^ear, it is indeed I 
For Hc?vca's fate, then, my clear, favc me from utter 
4c%air, and write to n^e ^s you ufed to do. Put yourfelf, 
|D]f ai|ged,^in nay (ltuatio^» and you will then jiidge what 
^y feeling* rouft be; did yqtu really know them, you 
wxnild fay, tb?ft all your kindhefs could fcarcely repay 
m9 for theapfi* Adieu^ love ; remember me, pity me* 
fnd r4li6v^ m«. For I am ever unalterably, 
Yourjj, Ijc. &c. &c, 

BLAKDFORdv 

[Mou 7, hofi Blit!idfo<i*d's letter ta me, of the 24th De- 
tember, in anfwer to a letffer df mine, from London j dated 
*^ aoth of December, before I had the fmalleft fufpidon 
•f any criminal intercporfe. It h in p. 30, and marked 
N^4f; My fcttef is in p. 56.} 

No.g, 

C(ffy ^ ^ I^//^r ^ted the 14/A January^ but written the 

15/A. 

I TAKE up ray pen t& accjuaint you of the faf^ 
lelivery of Mary Anne, of a littfe girl,^ this morakigi. 
They are both n^ry welL-^She had been unwell for focae 
44yfi« Sb^ dflfHfcs me to thank you for your three letters \ 
«« confining' a key.. Being lb uh well, (he begs mc to 
fey, Ihe could not write i indeed, I can anfwer for tho 
tru^h of this; for I have been writing for her to her 
^ft<rther,*and Mifs Calcraft. She is uncommonly well^, 
ft OMicb fo^ that I am going to attend Blandford feflions^ 
to hear wh|t can be dbne for the poor~poor and mifc-^, 
i»Me ifide^d th^y aiie^ I am quite fick of . Critchill,. f(»- 
* ; much 



k— 
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wmadimiCtty around me. You have fae^rd of iQjr fioof 
Jteej^er'e accident,— It was Mofoi. 

Believe me, ^ * 

DearBIandford,, 

Youts," - •' 

My horfes are at the door. 
y^nnftty i4y tSoi. 
To Lord Blandford, fVhite KntghUp 

This is a copy of a letter fent 15th January i8oi| 
)4th Janjuarv erafed out. 

• : (Witnefs) . R.S.. 

'No, ^, Lord Bfandford*s anfwer tt) the atodve tettef 
|?o. 8, is in p. 5a. Mr. Start never wrote arfolhet letter* 

[N. B. The letter to Lofd Blandford, p. 54^55^ wat 
wntten two years befoore any difcoverj whatever ^a$ 
made, ojr^^iny fufptcion. The Attorney General read 
only the date of the letter, but omitted the year ; and 
having read a letter of Mr. Sturt's, of the 20th of De- 
' cember 1800, and this^fiiA letter being of the 12th of 
December 1798, the Court, from the year being omitted, 
jnight have reafonably imagined they were written at th^ 
fame time.] 

No. !©• 

fVhiU KnigbiSi FruUgt* 
T)zA^ Lai>v Mart Anns, 
. I SEND you fome Parmefan cheefe, as I knotwyoii 

jire fond of it : I hope it will be as goo4 as the la&. I ihatt 

I i 
• I took the precaution of having my fervant^ witnefs this lct« 
' tcr, that it fhould not be brought again(l me in tlie fvent of a 
t|rial' th^ I was b^nt uppd. ' 

. ? « be 
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be vciy Mppy to hear from you that it is good. I have 
not heard from the Shaftefburys this long while ; I knovir. 
not where they are. I hope Charles will wjrite nfie word 
when you are confined. Tbis C^afon is uncommonly fine: 
wheat fell fifteen (hillings a quarter, at Reading, laft 
Saturday*" Remember m^ tp Charles, and believe ipci 

Sincerely yours, 

6landford« 
I wrote to you lad Sunday. 

No» 10, . T 

MY a(loni(hment and mifery at not hearing from you^^ 
my deareft Mary Anne, pailes all bounds; tell me, / 
fonjure youy what f ain d^ tp regain ymx Iqfi afftiiim,y and 
1 will doju JbouJdh be worfi than the rack* My fenfe^ 
are nearly gone ; but ftill it is in your power to relieve a 
fellow-creiKure ; fo^pray, pray fpare me, my dear: I 
fear to fay morp^ though I could write volumes. Adieu ! 

AH you can wiQi, / 

BiANbFORD, 

Noiii*. 

JVhiU Knights J Friday. . 
Dear Lady Mary Anne, 
AS I imagine you are by this time allowed to read a 
little,' I venture writing a few lines to you. I fincerely 
hope you continue going on well, and that the little one 
is thriving alfo. I (hall be really very happy to J^car that 
it is fo; and I wifh you would allow Mary Anne to 
.write me a few lines, to. fay f o ; for Qharlfs, I know, 
has other things to do. 

• This is the cnTclope to the letter marked No. i8, p. 27.' 

I am 




' I am afraid of traofgreffing by writing too longa lett^^ 
fo conclude with aiTuring you that I remain 

Very finccrely yours, 

Bland FORD. ^ 

Hampfon is with me, and defires to be kindly xemciQ* 
^crcd to you and Charle5. 

No. 12% 

fFhite Knights^ Thurfday Wghu 

M* DEAREST Mary Anne, . 

^S I thinlt you can by this time bear being read to, I 

lend you a novel, which is ju(t publiflied, and wdlfpokea 

of« If I m^et with any thing tolerable in Town, I will 

fend it I (haH certainly goon Monday fe'nnight. I (hall 

ta^ke my horfes to ride out every day on the King's Roady 

. and think of all I fubmit to life for. Thefe will be tJ^e 

only tolerable mpmcnts I (hall pafs in Town, till my 

dear Mar^ comes. Oh ! my dear, could you read my 

* heart, you would convert all your blame into pity. You 

would allow, that what I have fufFered more than atones 

for what 1 have committed ; but I leave my caufe with 

God : it is he who muft inclipe you to read ,my heart 

I right; and, as you know my conftancy, to pardon my 

other failings. God for isver blefs you, my deareft girl|\ 

from the bottom of my foul I pray it. I wi(h % was 

worthier of your love than 1 am ; but as you have taken 

me for better for worfe, I muft ftill hope that you will 

^ jiever rejeil me. Adieu ! ' 

Moft truly affedionately yours, 
^ Blandford. 

I ' 

I ♦ This letter was fent with a box of novels without any envo 

lope. 

I am 



J pm naw .going to prgy for my deiM^ K^ and J 
hope to'dre^m of her afterwards^ The night 'tMsfof c 1^ 
I dreamed you IdlTcd oie.axid forgave me : what joy ! 

Friday Morn. 

I have beco with you the whole .night, my bcUwc4 
girl : this even you cannot prevent, and \ tjuft would no| 
wifh it- 

I have mixed fome of the fnufF you ufed to like, my 
^ear girl, and I fend it with the boojcs. Oh ! that \ 
^oujd fee yon take it, as 1 ufed to do. 

. . 'I • 
Jfo, 13*, 

pEAR ChARJLES, . ^ 

IT: is fo long fingp I have heard from Critc^ill^ th^ 
I am induced tc> trouble you with ihis^ by way of \n,% 
quiiies after L^dy Mary Anne and her little girU I wa^ 
in fome hopes that fhfj would h^vcvpermitted Mary Annf 
to write me a line, to fay how fhe vvent on ; but as (be 
])as not done that, I can only truft to your eiving me ^ 
line, to f«iy they are going on well, vvhich I ihall be 
-fcry glad tQ hear* , 

My houfe in Town is not yet qujte (ini(hed, and ay \\ 
has been painted all over in the infide, we think it hardly 
fafe to try it yet. How Hiuch longer (Jo you njean to 
|hark the Imperial Parliament? Thewe2|ther is q^i^it^ 
delightful — like June» Qod blefe you, Pfay write m^ 
^ few lines. 

tVhite Knights, Yours fincerely, &c. 

January 2g, 1801, Blandford, 

• This letter was forwsirded to Mr. Sturt in London, writtei^ 
far the purpofc to afccriain whether he wa^ at Cjritdnll or not j 
lie returned no anfwer to it. 

No, 
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tloNOURE|) Sir, Cajhrnoore tnn. 

1' AM almoft frightened to death ; another letter camel 
to-day, which 1 have enclofed in this : if my Lady fay« 
any thing to me about flopping the parcel, what can I 
fay ? for I think the next plan will be to call on Dowager 
Lady Shaftcfbury ; as he got no anfwer, and put no let- 
ters in with her cnclofe. I fhould be forry to do any 
thing to hurt you: I am unhappy about the bufincfs on 
both fides, and for all parties. The fhepherd goes to* 
morrow : docs Bacon know what ground is to be plough- 
ed ? Faltham is not at home ; but I think nobody has 
Called for the letter. 

I remain, honoured Sir, 
' ' Your dutiful Servant, 

Edward Smith. 

No. 14* • 

DfiAR Lady Mary Anne, 

1 HAVE not peftcred you with letters, as I know that 
reading is not reckoned good for ladies during the month. 
I muft own though , that i am almoft inclined to be Crofs 
at not bearing :^kout jou indire&Iy^ a£ I know I could not 
direSIy \ and though no news is good news, I fhould be 
very happy to fee it on bhckaad white that you are going 
on well, and thf namelefs yoD<ng lady. I wrote to Qiar^es 
yefierday, and I hope I , (ball fooH hear from him ; as 
among yout ntimiofous friends^ tbc^-e a^e none who more 
fificsrely wifb your welfare than jnyfelf. Adieu. 
H^j»€^^EntgbtSt Very truly your^, 

Friddtf,. Bl^.AMDF01iD« 

X iiQ|>e you hflnre received tiie carpet. 

^ 't)M& is the envdope to the following letter. 

N9. 
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fVhiii Knjgbttp Friday f January 30^^ 

I THINK I may fafely write you a private letter now,* 
1 know not how to addrefs you, but father than to put any 
Ching ill-natured or crofs, I {haU put nothing at all. You 
may fafely fancy whatever wifl give you oioft picafure i; 
for to give you pfeafure is, and always has beenv the ffudy j 

of my Hfe ; and I can fay more, always will be. Judjg/p i ] 

what my feelings muft be, intereflfed as I am about you ] 

(for this you know), to be kepi in tout ignorance about 
yob, I that am uneafy, wften you are not in a critical fitua^ 
fion lilce the pre(ent one, if I do not hear often about you ; 
how much more acute my feelings muff be now ! , . j 

Sut'ely I gave a very good opportunity foir your daughter 
to write to me, and furely ffie might have faid liow yotf 
werie in her tetter : it is-a fortnight to-morrow fince I have 
heard from GriichilL Oh ! dear me ! ^ 

If this letter remains, like my former ones, unan* 
fwered, I cannot help it ; I fliall however have one fmalt 
^ohfolation (artd fm^U indeed in^comparifort vvith havrng 
k>ft your afFeftion), I mean that of having omitted no-' 
thing which could ppffibly bring you' to* a rijght under- 
ftanding reJpeding me: me, wboi lef whut will be youf 
fentimerits^ have rtevtfr ce^fe(f(and to the loft of mj^ peace' 
f erhapis I fay it), never cai^ ceafe haVing ar\y otlier fcnti- 
ments for you, but the greateft love andtrueft affe£t^^ion> 
grafted updn near feti yeafs ac<)luatnt!ancev and no^'^ 
ftrengthened by the neareft and deareft of all tijps* I neerf i 

not explain more ; I cannot really fay more, and believcf 'i 

me I feel more than .1 utter. Give me not up theiiS' 
dear Mary Anne. Pray, for the love of <jod, do* not* 
take any thing amifs in this ^fter; Ibr^ fo Kelfxme-GMr, 
I wifli it to convey to you only, what caa aod^ mufl: be * J 

4 . pleading; 
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|)ieafing to you, if you flill love m«, or huve ever done 
k ; and how can I doubt that I All my fcotim^nts, dear 
Mary Anne, arife out of you» and all my willlies fpring^ 
towards you ; how can I tlien live without your affcdion^ 
and now form a new route of life> apart from you i 
Mo, Mary Anne; it is tmpoflible. Rememberi dear 
Mary Anoje, you have no proofs that I do not love you, 
and ten thoufand that I do. My crime is loving you too' 
much ; a crime which any one may accufe me of, eitcept 
you« Now and ever, deareft Mary Anne, 
l^oft jGncerely, 

And tririy affsdlionately, 

Blaki^poro* 

No. 15. 

HoKOVKSoStft, ^^ 

THE enclofed is the firft that has been received, fince 
you have been in Town, and that came out of the bag 
to-day. I remain, honoured Sir, 

Critphill Houfe^ Your dutiful Servant, 

Fihruary 'jth, 1801. EdWaro Smith. 

No. 15*. 

Mv DfiAREST DEAR MaRY AnNE, 

PRAY, pray forgive me, my deareft' angel, and' burn 
all my.letters, which have given you uneafmefs ; pray^ 
pray do, my dear : was I with you I would afk you^ 
forgivcnefs on my knees, and I know ynu would give 
it me. I know that you love me even now that you ar^ 
angry, I am fure you do ; I am fure you are unalterably 
tniae, my beloved Ma. and ypukuQw I adore you ; yes^ 

• This vas the firiJL letter dirc6led to Lady Mary Anne wiihout 
any eavelope. Mr. Suart was in town« 

Q^ you 
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you know it vrcTlg ray dear. Pray then, my^ fvreet Mary* 
Anne, forgive me, and rather endeavour to pity than t& 
condemn the frantic (late I was in fometime ago ; return 
me to your heart, my deareft, if you have ever erafed mc 
from Tt ; but I do not even believe this : I am fure you^ 
have never ceafed to love me, and was I to die imw, you 
would (hed a tear of pity over my grave ; yes, my own 
dear girl, do, pray my love, only write me two lin«s, to- 
fay you ftill love me and forgive me, and I fhall be in 
heaven, for I am now in hell comparatively. ' I afTuref 
you, my deareft, girl, I haye becrt hurrying on the houfe 
in Town on purpofe, becaufe Lknow you wifh'ed me.ta 
go foot)^ and rcaljy hope we ihall be able to go to fettle 
by neit Monday fe'nhight, and it will not be quite 
finiOied even then., I fee he is in Town, fo I ihall 
dire£t this to you* I atti fo glad to hear you have got 
Mifs Bingham with you. Why have you flopped the 
bifcuits coming to you ? not becaufe I fent them ? \ 
hope not, my dear, my ever dear and eternally beloved 
Mary Antic, I am fure that was not your reafon. I 
know you long to forgive me, my dear, I know you do; 
pray my angel do, pray put me in heaven, for you don't 
know what I have fufFered ; and I really believe that, 
had not your mother, vyho wrote to thank mc for fome 
plums, very kindly told me you and your little girl were 
going on well, I fliould not have furvived the. fufpenfc. 
Not -one night, my dear girl, have I failed praying for 
youi and I am vain tnough to think thatmy prayers have 
contributed to your welfare; at leaft the idea^is fo pleafing 
to me that I cannot give it up. 

Pray forgive hae, my dearcft girl ; I will do any thinff 
yoti defirc. I own I (hould wifh to ftand in pcrfon, upoq. 
many accounts, for your little girl ; but perhaps you can 
defer it till you come to Town. But even that will I give 
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4i(p if my x)wA4ear Mary Anoe will only fpr^ye ber pnce 
.d^ar, and I hope ftill dear, Btandford. God^eternally bl^Cs 
you,, my dearcft, and m^iyjie' incline you .to forgive roe, 
wbo a»)i and, whatevec happens, can never c^eafe beiD|^ 
Moft unalterably. 

And tnoft affeftionately, . yout 

BLAliTOFORD. , 

^ P. S: Tell me what yc^u .wife me to do, and I will do 
It. So help me God. Give me one line, my deareft 
Mary Anjic. 
• fP'Site KnigktSy Widmjday^ 

No.*i6. 

^ ' • Landon^FmrffClnck* 

. RISING from dreamy of a moft deteftable^kiiid,. witK 
fnyiiiNiginationheatedevensto^thefreQzyof love, I. called 
in vain upon myMai^y AniKrl; araiiily indeed, for, like 
the bird of night, Aie i$ o^ly vilibleto me tit thofe hours.. 
Another poft^andjfet.nokptri •nocohe wordnof C90ifort 
in preienr, ndr^veti a.faopelkefd out to mebf fverrecaiv- 
ing it ! Alas ! poor \orick ! am I then, my ftjll adored 
Mary Anne,* W be the only one^whom you will not for- 
give, nor grant even a conditional pardon to ? Am I to 
be the rock on which your natural forgiving temper is to 
fplit ? Am 1, who*am what^I am, arid yoq know what 
that IS i aiir'?, Ifay, to be excluded from yourforgWe- 
ncfs for ever? Has no' interval come acrofs you, in 
•which you 'have thought' of forgiving meP Have you 
experienced none of thofe delightful fenfatiohs of for- 
giving in my favour, which are fo pleafing to one we 
have a regard for ? Have you checked no rifing figh, no 
ftartin^ tear of pity, in my favour ; and have none ap- 
peared to plead for me ? Oh ! Mary Anne, my moft 
O^a loved 



lovtd T^kfy Atat*, ^ou tmift W iit vaHMjte t^ritli >jr6«t 
Awti htart, erf you would forgive itrt. . A heirt Itkfe 
yourt b formM (ot pity and fb^gitrfenefs ! Ho# much 
itiore inclined then mud it bt td fbrgiVe oiit it \a» lakfy 
fo truly loved? 

What caii. cquaP the lalls^a^Jon, the delight, the 
cctocy 6f fedihg the heart reconciled to forgive an injury 
in One^eflovei Remeqiber, my adoredM^T AAne^ I 
tm (ilying all this>-fuppofing-yoU ftill love nie; for.l 
eannot believe that, however grievous an injury may^bei 
one can fo (oon get rid of a paffion oi ten ye^ri doitiiition. 
Had I a thoafand hearts, you (hould.have them all, and 
couli I convert every other ^paffion into love, I would da 
it/ and all to love you more T ' 

I iiive jiift Teen yout mother, and have one pang the 
IfefS) at hearing you ^tt welL She ottotios^d fomeU)tbg» 
^icb,<tbiia£jh it was a 4bund^ab to oie, I f}i«ll not 
dwell Dn, but aflfurd you that J aciqdit jmi q£ havifig znf 
ibave in 'it» God for ever .bkfs you« i am i novf fdttied t^ 
Town^ No; -tf« Port«iah Squiare : , Lady B* conks oh 
Monday or Tuefday. . Adieti^ ^gain at^d again, and 
%arcafighfor 

1 Your devolfed. eternally, 

[The letter next in order of time is that inferted ir\ 
p. 39 ; it was intercepted by my fcrvant^ and forwarded 
to me in town ;— it had no envelope. 

The aihifion to the chrifiening was in confequence of 
Lord Blandford having folicitcd to be fpoiifor, which I 
had accepted of at the fimei but recoUed^ing Lord Radnor 

• This letter had nq envelope; it was diredted to tady Mary, 
Anne, intcrceped hj Mr. Sxun's fcrvant, aad forwarded to 
him in Town. - - . 

.had 
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lad.beqnifo.-oWigmg^ to offeir Lady Mary hfctfttf, <♦ be 

fptonfop to* tHcHinfaht^ 1 wrote tb his Lordihip, as weU 
as.to Mr$.&mth and Mis; March Phi]lip8v Avho ihad 
oflFeted the fame ; I took :iio;iiotice of Lord phtndforffi 
On my inltertepting the cdnsfpondetiGey and takingvpca« 
feffionaV 'advice" how to- pioccaBdi'i wrote, tor -tiie! NoWe 
Lcml, .Mr&» Smithy and Mrs. March FhHlips/ deciurinf , 
Khwf kiiid«&rs*] ■ ' ' ' •■'• ^^ *' "^^ 

' ■ ' . '^ Ko.'^tft^;^^' ■•" • '^ - 

- :•:'<••.• '•'■'^ .\ • . . 

Saturday^ rehfuary 21. 

'NOTHll^G can equal, my deareft Mary Anne, the 
Horrors of my fituation: I fear. to take any flep, for I 
wiih only to do what you would wifH rae, •And you will 
not tell me* Tell me only, in charity tell me^ anil by 
the God of mercies I will do it ; and if I do not, let nfc 
for ever forfeit your afte&ion. What is it you wifh me 
to do, and what not to do ? how can I expiate my offence ? 
^ Let me only have a chance of" being forgiven, before 1 die, 
and I (hall be comparatively happy. In my idea of go- 
ing, abroad, by G9d, I oiUy thought It would pleafe you. 
I have now an idea it would not ; fp'eak one wotd, and I 
will abandon any thiqg or. undertake any thing you ca» 
wifli ; nothing ftiall come a;nifs to me^p your wiih. fhalL 
conftitute all the pleafufe jn my aflions., Tetl me I^ 
inuft waitten years for forgrvencfs^ and.l wilt waUj;' aji4 
at the end of that term my love will be unimpaii^d.. 
Tell me you wifh rne not to write;, or not write' my fen- 
timents fo freely ; whatever you tell me, X ihall draw, 
pleafure from your very telling it to me. .Sur5ly n<ib1ie 
ev^r loved as 1 do! but, alas! an impctuofity in.mjfy 

♦ Noetivclopc. Intercepted *b^ Mr.'^turt^s feiVant, and fyr-' 
warded to Towii. . , 

3^ tcmpcj; 
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eemper hsi deftrpyca mt i I "fiodfcft.iti . You kre perfefl^ 
Ikfiow ]rou are, I feet you are, a^d your loiveefIe£leda 
change in me, which- iKwe but yoiirfeif oonld faaVe done* 
Oh I my roofV adored Mary Anhc, tcll;n»e only that you 
ate of the prOneilos I fent,:«)r. that you jread alshe in the 
books. I £etit yoo \ ihis algiic.wxil now gire mehapprnefs ; 
a very nothing .wilL:giVe.ii&^ ia ccrmparative h£iv«n« 
Were it poflible for you to tell me you hale >ob:cy the Very 
fight of your hand-writing would bear ecdacy to mc. X 
have ten thoufand mifgiiv^Qg^ p/ ill, and I know not 
which to pitch upon. God grant that you may never 
feel what I now experience, aod that I may.^ways b^ar 
whatever weight of mifery is intended for you. Could t 
purchafe any thing like happinefs for y oil/ there is no 
pain, no niifery I would not willingly ana cheerfully 
undergo/ Biit ftill ami vain. enough to thinl that you' 
with me well, and that my mifery would rather aggra* 
vate th/n leflTen your fufferiugs. Alas ! perhaps T am 
the caufe bf , them ; but for^mc you might have been ftill 
comparatively happy. If any thing is wanting to com- 
plete my/wyetchedncfs, it is thejde^ 'of n)y .being the 
caufe of your unhappinefs : oh ! God, teach nie to thinly 
other wife*, teach me to ttiuik that t am not the caufe of 
fplfe^y to one, who, next to thyieit, I adore. , 

rfcnfl fome mufic for Mary Anne; I 'flatter myfelf 
tnat you wiJJ.let her play it, I was going to fay, although 
i (end it. Could, I biitlchow your wiOies; coulJd you 
but iLfahlgreis the rule you have, I fear, m;jdc to yourfiplf^. .. 
not to aajrw,er any of my letters, how comparatively 
happy fhall the ! One line,^one word, would be a dejigh't 
to me. Alas ! I know not what to do, or (low to aft : 
but if I aft wrong, it will lie my bead, not' my heart, that 
is^B fault. Pity me, foctly I may bcL entitled to fomej 
pity the man you once have loved. You .did once you 

wiihci^ 
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vnthtd fne.ilbt to leave the kiflgdDnr: I will nt>t'doU nor 
tiunkofiti unlefs yoa fhow me you with it, Ohi and^ 
learn how I zn\ puniihed ; but I know that one kind 
word from you would be a heaven to me. Mercy, 
mercy, what have I loft, and. by my own folly I I abhor 
myfelf; oh T grave, grave, open for me ! 

God for ever ble{s you, and heap endlefs blifs upon 

you: though lam doomed no longer to fhare it with 

you, I fterventyy pray that you*may ftill enjoy It! Aitien* 

Unalterably, under ivhateyer circumflances may arifc. 

Yours, « 

BtANDFORb. 

No. 19. 

Honoured Sir, 
I HAVE juft received a parcel for my Lady ; tb(j 
cncjofed letter was in it ; the parcel I (hall keep till I 
hear from you ;, it fcenris to me to be a gown. I faid to 
Mr. Allen, I wift yon was come down 5 but it is for 
nothing particulai^, any othetwife than I always wi(h you 
here. Kaile is moving the elms out of the park. 
I remain, honoured Sir, 

Your dutiful Servant, 

Edward Smith. 

No. 19*. 

London f Friday* 
GRANT me one indulgence, my dearcft and moft 
beloved Mary Anne. Let me have the faiisfaiSlion of 
ftill obliging you, and of being of ufe to you in the trifling 
way ] have been accuftopicd to do ; and when at any time 
I know I can.be of ftrvice to you, ftilLcontiiJue tcK 

** This letter hid no envelope. 

accept 
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accfpt sf»y mr\c9$y ^nd do not fefufc the trilttng le^hno^ 
Aijes of my everlafling love fef you. I ventured, retying 
tfpon this, to fend you fome books and fome {NroneUoi; 
^nd I ft ill venture ftmber now, to fend you a gciwn^ 
which is quite new. Alas ! new or old, formerly it would 
have pTjcafed you ; perhaps it may ftilL Taflc no tbjinks, 
perhaps I may defer ve none : I only aflt you to allow me 
tf^ hope that lime, which fmootlis all things, may 
(ftiould we both fee its progrcfs),. perhaps, foften your, 
ientimenU in my favour, and retrieve me to your friend- 
fhjp, if not to your lovcy 

May the God of all mercies for ever blefs you, and 
iiiclsce yoilto believe that I am 
I Your eternally devoted 

No. 2p. 

HoiouREjD Sir, 
THE enclofed came in a parcel for my Ladyt which 
is books. I hope you have received all the. enclofed letters 
that I have fent. Would you wifli folr me to fend the con<« 
tents of the parcel to you ? I begin to get uneafy about 
ibem. Shepherd and Mofcjs (hall go next Monday to 
Brpwnfea : one of his 'boys has met with a bad misfor- 
tune — broke his thigh, but is §oing on as well as can be 
cxpedled. 

I remain; honoured Sir, 

Your dutiful Servant;, 
Friday Noon. Edwarej Smith.^ 

No. 20* 

SUFFER me, my eternally beloved Mary Anne, the 
little time | (halt he within reach of you, to occupy my 

leifure 



Icifure moments in your fervice, and rejeft not the trifling 
cfFerings I fend you, for it foolhS my Woe to be cd* 
ployed for you, and I have now and then illufiVe m6- 
ments, when fancy perfuaJes me that they are grateful ?o 
you. Alas! how tranfitory thefe moments are! ForlriA 
toe not writing to you occafionally, the little tfime 1 
have to remain' inithis country ; for by permitting it you 
perform a r.eal aft of charity upon one who nevei: c^n 
ceafe being , ' y^ 

Your moft faithfully 

And invariably attached 
J^nJon, Thurfdaj^ BlANDFORD#' 

No, 21. ' . 

t 

Old Burlington Street f March ^th^ l8oi» 
Mt dear Sir, 
^ .1 RECEIVED, yeft^day afternoon, a note from my 
£(|er Shaftefbury, .to fay (he wiflied to fee me earlj^'in the 
evening, and that Lady Mary Anne Stuit was juft ar- 
rived. I accordingly went after dinner, and there faw 
Lady M. A* in a fituation of diftrefs beyond my power to 
defer ibe. She lamented exceedingly not havir>g had an op- 
portunity given her to fee' you ; or that you woufd not ac- 
knowledge the receipt of Jier betters, as (he had conftantly ' 
written to you ; much did (he fay to me, but what I fear 
can be of no ufi^ for me to repeat, as you declared to ' 
'^Lord Shaftefbufy and myfelf your refolution was taken. 
What I have been faying is: rather & digreflion frpm the 
purport of my letter ; which is a requcft I have to make 
from Lady M. A. of fuch a nature, and fo entirely Ac- 
cords with my feelings, r^nd, if I atn not greatly miftaken, 
in yours, wilf immediately have your acquiefcence. ' She' 
left the two children at St. Giles's, tliere to remain until 
Jfpur plcafurc is known* Lady Shaftefbury, who never 

i; enough 



enough oin be commended foV her good na(iire in this# 
and upon every oecafioh that ofiers, propoies the 
children to reoiaia at St. GiWs until the family come t(> 
Town after Cafter, when th^y fliall be brdught to Porf- 
land Place* , 

1 am fure you will comply with this offer, (o handt 
ibmely made, and which will be of fuch benefit to the 
children, efpecially the girl; and ais it is not in your 
nature to do wh^t would not have the appeanince of g66d 
nature) you will confent that Lady Maf-y Anne (hall fee 
the children, both in Portland Place and at my fifter's; 
As I have heard you exprefs yourfelf fatisfied with Lady 
M. A.'s attention to her children, and which I am fure 
they bear ftrong marks of, as no children can have been 
more attended to ; let me entreat a compliance as foon ai 
poffible to my requeft, in full ; as by it fome alleviation ' 
may be obtained for a very fuffering and an unfortunate 
mother. 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble Servant, 

' E. BOUVERIE. 

- <3?arhs Sturt, £fj. 

No. aa: 

My psAR SjR) 
fiEL]£V]£ me, vi^hen I a^ure you, language cannot de* 
fcribe how deeply I lament this fad bufinefs ; no man can 
tell what my mind has undergone for thefe lad two months. 
Indeed I feel for Lady Mary Anne ; my heart is (IHl 
fufceptible, ftill alive to ihe feelings of humanity. I 
cannot forget thstt I have been happy with her ; from n)y 
foul I pity poor Lady Mary, and 'my mind is almoft 
difira^d when I refled on her fituation, and the fad 
mifery entailed on myfelf and family. It is my int^n- 

tioji 
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tion to bring my children to Town immediately, and I 
have arranged every thing at the hotel for their reception, 
that my daughter may have the advantage of her mafters. 
Lady Shafteftury^s kindnefs and attention I have always 
experienced, and undoubtedly can never be uneafy when 
my phjildren are with her. In regard to their being per« 
^inittcd to fee Lady Mary, whofe condu6l, I with ijincere* 
pleafure. acknowledge, has ever been exemplary towardr 
thcni, I cannot refufe, any more than their feeing the 
■Dowager Lady Shaftefbury, whofe attachment and love 
fof them I know to be equal to their niother^s. Be 
aflTured, my dear Sir, whatever I can do, under the pre- 
fent circupiftances, to alleviate the fufFerings of Lady 
Mary Anne, I will ; but to be diverted from purfuing* 
the fteps I have been adviied toagainftLcrd Blandford, is' 
impoflible.' I am determined to punifli him with the- 
utmoft rigour, His treachery, his black ingratitude de« 
ferves no mercy from me, nor will I fhow 'him any, 
{Sincerely defirous to leflen the fufierings of Lady Mary 
Anne, I fend this as a packet, as Saturday we h^ve no 
pofttp London. 

' ' ^li^ve me, my de^r Sir, to rcmaii^ 

Vours veiy fmccrely, 

C. Sturt. 

>My children are both extremely well. ^ 

I am fure you can explain why I did not anfvver any 
letters. I really z&ed under advice. To add to diftrefsji 
I trufl;, is not my difpofition. 

Cnichill Hou/e, 
J^ridaj^ March 6th, 1801. 4 

IfothcHonDurabh^dwardBouv^rif. 
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No. 22^ 

:\ rs . ,; . i '. : , March igthy lion - 

\My EVER. BiLov^D Mary Annb, 

.-IP ypq c^n fprgive one frf m }yhom all ypur wretcl^ed'^ ' 
f^/VliOw rp/i|)gs^ for his (a)c^ give attentioa to what I 
lldVe.tdfay. 

z I entreaty I conjure you not to add your difplcafure tqi 
i^y pthcr aiisfortunes ; the latter arc to be ^rne, the^ 
former is iiot ; life may linger, on with the latter^, but 
diffolution CQuft accompany the for,mer,- May that (Sodjj 
befprp w^ofe tribunal we (hall all ftand to anfwer for our. 
traqfgrej^Q^i^.may he witnefs what I fwcar, that death 
s^one (hall deftroy one particjle of the aiFeflion I |)ear you,. 
^^ tl^ajt I have 4he convidtonin my own mind, that no. 
crciitqce eyfer Joyed pore than 1 Jove you^ You know^ 
th^ my flpvefpn ypu.is^nof^a fudden thought ; yoii know. 
t^4it it'ifi groupded op near eleven. years intimacy ; yoa 
I|ppwtl\a(] i][)arried to get ^the better pfit|, findj^t thajt 
failed ^ you know that I tried aii abfence^ from you for ' 
fouryearsv?^ fhat> that failed alfo. I think| I hope, T 
Deed not fay n;^ore to tpnvipCjp you of the natureof my ■ 
lov^rfor yoy^ and t!ic certainty' of my ponftancy. If, 
therefore, you are conyinccjcl of this, my mpft .adoj[ed 
Mary Abue,* you will immediately be, aware of my%,com- 
plLcated milery at this fnojpi^At;ia mifery which I canr 
neither defcribe, nor have I fivtr cpnceived that t}ie heart 
o/man was capable of bearing: not dfiifery |hough on my 
own account, but mifery at being chofen by fate. as the. 
ipfliument (though. ^innocent one). of affli£liop.tp bcr 
whom I adore, and' before whofe, welfare my own life 
appears as notlung, and for whom*! would fuffer torlurcs 
worfethan were inflifted in the cruelleft days of the In- 
^uifition: my love would bear me up and carry me 

tl^rough 
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tfirougli all! I know you love me j I have proot^s of it j 
and the dear pidurei which I have now before nie> feems ' 
to affiire me I am right. Having, I trpft, fubftantiated 
l/irhat we neither of us wifli tp deny, that no two mortals 
evef loved each other more, I wil) ^ome to the point; 
5:an you, my deareft Mary Anne ; can you renounee the 
world for my fake i do ypu feel that you love me wel| 
enough to relinquifli what we have long ceafedtocare 
for, and feck with mp fof happinefs, in the certainty of 
poffeffing each of us all we have cared for, now carfe for, 
pr can ever care for in this world ? Could llove yoa 
more than I have done, I flibuld do It npw ; but that i$ 
jmpoffible : words hayc hitherto principally prcdpmi-' 
nated ^ but^ oh f let me iiourifli the ecftatic hope, that^ 
you will ere long allow my afllions to prove my attach* 
> ii(ient J an attachment which time has ripened into matu-^ 
rity, and reafon ftrengthenetl into indiffolubility. Let us, 
mjadored Mary Anne, taking with us our dear and bdoved 

'^ f grafp at the only hafppinefs now within our reach^^- 

andTeek in our own bofoms what we are denied the en- 
joyment of in the wcrrld. I (hould ufe you ill, my deareft 
Mary Anne, if I d^d not aflTure you that I believe thaj 
my very exiftence dep'ends ujpon your decifion ; but how^ 
can myllfe be in better ha'nds} Frequently you have talkecf 
of my ftrorig feelings, and eyen have fpared them ; j udge o£ 
tkhem now, and judge of what J am deprived. But herC;^ 
my adored, left I fhould^he thought to work too much 90 
your tender feelings, let me afllire you I do not m€an 
that this letter (hould prefs you to any fudden refolution^ 
I wifh you to be aflured that, though every minute of 
leparatioij from you is torture to me, ftill a hope of its not 
continuing long will buoy jne up, and the pain will lofo 
a part of its poignancy, when I can'know that it isl)orne 
in order to fpare yoor feelings, dearer to me than my life« 
* Nevet, 
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Vc9rtr„ my' deaf, fljaU ypu find your ?-• ^o^fidcr hi>. 

fi^wn feelings, but wheji Hp tbin|cs that the copnej^ioi^ 
between ypurs and his are fo clofc that ope cannoj bf, 
founded wifhout the other: never will he urge you to 
tjil^e a ftep fpr his fcke, but whcr^ h^ thinkf that the 
coiifcquences pf yqur pot doin^ it wilj involve both in 
vretch^dpefs ! ] have long, tny ^ear, ibund a pleafure 
in ading i{n(If r your guidance ^ continv^e tofliffAmei 
but wh^n I chancy to fee ^ fpo( pf ^zyirc appear in oxxf 
clouded betnlfphere, fuffer m^ (o endcfyour tp ^erfqad^ 
you th^t wc jhQul4 avail ourfflvcs pf |t. 

Could I hav^ fiye minutes conyecfatifip lyijh you^ 
nfhich I know isimpoffible iq th^ pref^nt f^^ge pf thingf^. 
I cofild make it clear tp yoi^ that pn ev^ry account my: 
propofal is eligible* { hop<: yov| y^ cpnvinccd, my dear. 
^lary '^nop, tl}at thgrc is nothing R9fl;bl(? ^hi^h I have 
CHBitted, iq order tp t>ring thi$ bu(in^f$ to ap apfommo^^ 
Ration, and that there \s nq f^crij|ice which I am pot now 
Ijeady to ma^e to accompljib it* AU pther confiderationf. 
Tanift bpfpije it; for, after alt, what are they in (omps^ 
lifon with the vsrelfaFC of piy Mary Anng ? 

Jufier nae then tp hope, my deareft Mary Anne, that 
my uf^^lterable love for you will foon ^)e rewarded by^ 
yon, and th^t you will foop put at) ^nd to a rnvfery^ which 
it is not in the poyver^of ^(ly pne ev^r to foft^n th^ rigours 
of but yourfelf ; and ms^y God in his infifii^e bounty^ 
Wore whom pur attachment appears in it$ true light, fq 
foften your heart in my favour, and fo divulge tp you tny 
aiPfl fecret thougVs, that you may be convinjcsd that {; 
am defiroos and able to fpptb thofe fprrpws which I can* 
not heal ; and, by an unremitting aflfe^ion, fw^ten thc^ 
cujxof bitternefs, which I have, alas! beea fp acceiTaryi 
to the preparing of. Could I for a moihent, my deareft 
Mary Anne, doubt that ypu would w^te np^ a i^ni wor4 



in aixfwer to this, I flipuld fcarcely have lifo to fubfcriliie 
njyfclf, \ 

, Unalterably yoiiiis, in. all fituations ; 

I glowing with the warmed aiFe£lion, 

Keedifign ^ 

tf you permit me, I will (end you, by the fame modte 
of conveyance, a plan, with fuch good reafons fbr the 
adoption of it as cannot be controverted. 

• ttpOn tefledion, 1 think I had better fend you in my 
letter the pian I mentioned in the poftfcript, and I ho{^ 
I (hall not rifle your difpleafure by doing it» 

Should my beloved Mary Anne confent to fbafe And 
Ihare alike with me, and unite her fate to mine, I would 
take refuge in Switzerland, where I am fure to find more 
friends than t (hall ever want again i and, ai^ my dear Mary 
Anne was once (o kind a« to fay that (he was pleafed 
with the offer I made once about Switzerland, . I hope 
flie will forgive me for now reverting to it. For my 
own part, I moft folemnly renounce the world, let what 
Will happen, fo that 1 muft own that the facriiice to me 
is nothing, and the regrets I may receive by going, \vill> 
1 know, be confined to one perfon ; to one who certainly 
from her merit deferved a better fate, than that of being 
. united to a man who loves, who adores another ; but (he 
has friends, and though I am aware fhe would fuffer 
on the firfl furprife, yet (he is prepared for all that can 
happen; her rea,(bn will foon (how her that (he could 
look for no happinefs and little comfort in the fociety of a 
man (b mnch attached to another, as (he knows me to be ; 
and J am fure alfo, that, when (he hears I am happy, 
(he has regard enough for me to be glad that I went. I 
now come to the diftribution of my income, which I (hall 
iUte at 2500/. per annum. I (hall order 1509/. to be 

paid 
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jM^id tojLady B; for her life and th* children, and the 
remaining toooL per annum I (hall rcferve for myfelf. 
Lady B. will continue to live on a?t White Knights, with 
the childretl ; ^ind when !(iie wiflies to come to Tdwn^ 
file has many relations who can accommodate her* I 
Jknow that every thing will g^ on better when I am gon6. 
Pray, my deareft Mary Anne, do not iiiiagine that thi& 
plan is formed in confcquence of irritation, paflimi, or 
hurry ; no, it is on matyreVefleaion and fot'er reafoning^ 
and on firm and unfliaken principles that I am going. I 
am quite aware of all I gi^e up and all I obtain: I know 
that 1 give my enemies fubjeft for their nialevofence, 
.but I defpifethem all. I know my heart, and ftrango^ 
.would it be if I did not \ 1 know that it' is attached to 
one. objeft, and that its' happinefs or mifery depends en- 
tirely upon it ; and I know the nature of that attachment ; 
J know that time will ftre.ngthen it, and 1 know that, if 
I muft pity, I muft Jove in proportion : fot pity was the 
ffrft bluih of my attachment. . 

It may be urged agaihft me, that I abandon my wife, 
and children, following the dtftates of paffion only ; but 
will not this bear an explanation'? Firft,'h6Vv I abandco 
them ; and next, if I have no motive but piffion for do- 
ing It. I will firft fliow how untrue the firft aflerlioil is, 
and I will then proceed to (how that Ihave other motives 
of a<Slion befide pafllon. When a man leaves his wife 
friendlefs, and his children without means of fubfiftence, 
he may then be faid' to abandon them; but, when Jie 
leaves-his wife furrounded by her relations, and leaves 
her, knowing that his prefence can neither procure her 
happinefs nor comfoH ; and when he leaves his children 
amply provided for, and a plan of education laid but for 
them to follow, he can fcarcely be faid to abandon thetn* 
. I will now proceed to the motives for this feparation, for 
' ;. 4 * , * ' ' ^" 1 thinlk 
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1 tlunk t have proved that it is not arf abandonment j 
paflioci, that is, an unconqgcrablp attachment fpr a Mhlbvol 
objcfl, celrtainly iForms a part of my motive ;' but even 
Were .that infumclent, it is ftrengthened bj^. humanity, and 
))y a projpelHng (mpulfe of never qpitting,. while breath 
remains in my body, her virhom I have' brought intb 
ailiia/on, her Whotxi t; have injured, but her whofe loir* 
Irows t will {boh footji, and heir wfcom' 1 will never 
abandon; for if 1 fbrfake her^ may God forfakeme! - 
This is the true way of fiating the caufe and its donfe- 
jqiuence ; and if I am judged upon this (explanation, t aoi . 
not at all Aneafy about the dedfion. 

Rismember^ my deareft Mary Anne, that 1 am fup- 
pofing that your attachment to me is as Qrong as mine Is 
towards yoii ; I know it was, apd, till you tell me that it 
i^ not> I muft conclude that it is. ' 



No. 24* 

.,,T4x DEAHtst: Mary Annk,. . . ,, , fV^dnefdaji. : 
I- |N addition to what I. fuggeftedjn my £rft kne^, I 
if(l(hyou to TcieSt ferioufly on fome other. clrcumftanq^ 
wludb I acp fare you will think confequcBtiaL : :^- 

...Qan^ypu betr the idea, my deareft ai^d kindeft.Mai^ 
'AniMf^i^f Oever feeing me again, and can ypu renounco 
ipe for ever i one who has fo faithfully loved you, aa4 <* 
to long ; oh^ who you are convinced is fecotid tO' rh9j[it in^ 
loving) and one whofe cbnftanoy you x:annot doubt : wha*i 
U .tQ btfcctoe of me K you do? Have ybu thought jq| 
that, my di^feieft Mary Anoci Gould you hair to h^r o£j 

^ This letter w» fent by the penny poll, dlce6ied.t6 the Ri^bt* 
Hon. Lady Nfivf Anne Stur|^ No; iJ, Lpwer .$eyin«ur,. ^treet^^ 
Ibr)3nin Square, l^ Mr. William Spencer. 

s » me 



ipe a w:m^ercr„ a fingle.pin in th^ y^orld w^tbojitja cpny^ - 
!toanion but my mifery ? for never can I live on with » . ' . " , • 

tfvtff ) •' • ■' * .. '■•- -I'-^i, ■ •;%?';,'•.•• •••7* 

T cannot^ I ought not : I puft be an^everlafting fcqurge 

Xo Thev was ,1 to continue .with, her ; I would Ao any 

tlung^o ferve her.at a diftance, but to live with her is imr 

jioffib'le^ I, Unovl^fX am certaip'that flfre waulcf^ after 

the tirft change of habit, . find pleafures and comfoxts 

withomme, whiyh ^e could never. experience with me j 

jtor fix^.not bpiyJcnows that | adore ^nother, but'is ger^ 

'f^2lly co.n^vinced tjiat myYentiinents'w'ill never chanect 

to that Inc wpuld not have hopp evetj to .build upon. -1 1 

Kiiow that fhe i^ prepared for whsfeyer can happen .;, and ^ 

though (he could not be expeifted to recommend the tp^ea- 

*j{u* L- ■ '-'••»• ^^ «"'■'■* • '' '•■ '''■•■^> " '■•' ^'' ■" ••'•"'^'" ; 

I3re> I am fure fhe would not advife asainft it : for (he is » 

convinced ihat 1 n^er can enjoy.a moment's happinefs o^ • 

comfort without It. Confi^er. then/well> jny d^areft . 1 

Mary Anrie, has my condu(^ been fuch hitherto towards: 
you, as to warrant you to place reliance in future upon ^ 
it ? Have I ever given you caufij.to think that I am fickle 
and inconfiant, and that'you riin a rifk of my attachment 
fot yoti not continuing? Has report, or has-y6iirown 
^bforvation, ever acciifed me of'tKfe l(!?gb(eft piedHelftlon ' 
fifice I was filrfl Acquainted with yoin? or has my fetcT-fW 
you ever been gtirihy of the nioft trifling l^btrrWion fitSttf 
ffid faith It has fe dften'^ fwofn fiS'liifliritan'? ytJaft-yW 
^ lor a liionient ifiRagJri^, that If ibe ij^hole world 'iVe^gll^ 
if *ne opkiion, and that thaf4)p*htorf*t5lanifed5<6u Vclft' 
fbui^ 1 fay, imagine-fer a meiiAent that tha* Woidn-ii^- 
ftaeffCe'rtfy opihion of' ydu ? ' No ! ' Rfarf Atiti&fl kfiti^' 
5^r virtufes \ I :admtr« them : 4ny Idvs for ywi^fe.fdiuftled^ ^1 

db^ raorj? than jfcw^^atrty. r'k«o\*i that it wiJl:aiwtfyg bi* 4] 

a finccre regret to you, that we did not firft meet when we 1 

^e|e botli fihgle^ bHt was t-faat frbm:.'our fault, aoda^e vfe 
to^fftij>uffe to JJiiibondua ^ hat M^s lowing to misfortune J^ 



PI4 we inten<ipnally, k>pp away froiji e,^ch. ptber ? Ari( 
Vre tQ be beamed for the fault? of our parents, or^ o^ 
. chance ? and are We to giv^, up jhq ptjly thing wh^ich cai) 
make life defirable, bccaufe unexampled events ^pt u| 
from Icnowing or feeing each other at a mtirneftt wlieft wq 
were ffee, and when there can, be little doubt we.ftiould 

have felt the fame Intereft, and built our bappihefs on the 

.«'-".. ■ .. ',..»: •'■<': r**» '.* V ■'•,*' 

fame ohjeflL as we do at prefent ? Carf.you doubt for^ 

jnomeiit that we were born' for each other ? and does not 

providence feem to have fyecially interfered to bring us 

togcthpr again, by the^ marriage x)f my filler ? refleiSl.for 

$^ moment how many extraordinary events led to that cont 

ncxion ; running from her father's houfe, &c. &c. Have 

hot yon yourfclf, my.deareft Mary Anne, frequently faid 

you built hopes on thefe extraordinary occurrences ? IT 

we feel that we were born for leach other, I muft revert ta 

\yhat I faid before— Was it from our faults, in any wa^* 

that we did not originally marry? Were v(e ever ac«; 

quainted and. not attached ? ' Did, our parents ever wiflv 

its to njarry each other; or^did any |nftin^, any infpfra- 

, tion, or any viffon direft us to become acquainted.at that 

time ? If any did^^ we ifta^y noW blatne ourfelyes.for t^o^ 

^ lirteni^g to its direflions j but if it can be proved^ as wq 

know that it can, that riot only we w^re ^ever advifed, 

cither by worldly or fpiritual intervention,, to piarry, not, 

only we never .refifted. an attachment to each other, but 

that we had ncyer f(?en eaqb Ptbe? : I fay^ if tbijs Can bo 

yrbvcd, no blame can attach to us on that head. But very 

i^ort.wa.s our'acquaintance when our partiality firft took 

jlacc, and then we found the njisfqrtun^j not to hayej^ 

met {boner, All con^u^;^ my dearejl Mary Anne, i§. 

right or wrong according to the niotive. which produces., 

it, and the degree of ioiury it may do to others. . f irft,. ^> 

will examine imo our motives for this mcafurc, and*! will 

s z nest 
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next point out the injury whict^ perf(Hit9 concerned msi^ . 
foftaio in cohfequ'eiice of It. Our motive is clear, it is :. 
in order to procure to us fomething like happic^efs and 
comfort in this world, which we know wc cannot ac- 
pompliih by any other mode of adion ; and vf e have the 
)>ei[l grounds to bui|d thi$ sifltimption ypon, \vhich is, that' 
ai^ bur happinefs depends upon living vvrith each other, nq 
other eyent can produce it to us, feparately or coUedive- 
ly. This then is our mQtive;^, and I appeal if there can 
exift a f^ronger motive of a^ion than thi?, the peace an4 
comfort of Qur lyhole life! Hqw fevv have half as good 
reafons for their anions? N6w with refpe£l tp the tn« 
|ury it may dp to any perforis who are connefled with us, 
' you miifl: judge on your fide, and I will take my own. 
The only perfohs who could poffiWy fuftain an injury, 
f>r that the wqjld, with all its malevolence, could fix an 
injury upon, would be Lady --___ and the children. 
I have already faid, that, with refpe^ to her, vi^hat at 
£rft would appear an injury, wbuld, 1 know, turn out 
in the end a fayour. I have already fettled a tutor wittj 
my children, who I have knpvvn long, and who will 
certainly more than fupply my place to them ; ifo that in 
fzSt all idea .of injury muil be done, away \ arid as fa|ci 
has ordkined^ to conie to pafs what has come to PSifs, xh^ 
meafure is not only pipfmg to our feelings, but beconies 
rational and ^dvifable. 

I muft repeat, my dearcft Mary Anne, vihzi I 
faid in jpy'RrVt (etter, that, till you tell me it is not fo^ 
I muft believe that you are ^^ mpcb attached tome as yoi^ 
ever were : 1 have every reafon to fuppofe it, and, thank 
Ood, none tp fuppofe otherwife. For furejy our attachimentr 
canhot be leffenedbecaufe it is knpwn; on tKe contrary, 
pur intefefts are become more coiineScd, and oi^r hearts 
fprming a common caiife together, are become more in- 

fcparabje; 
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Separable :.^o;r of. what nature niuft ajD attachmieqt be th^ 
exifts only as long as the world remains ignorant of it^ 
and whole duration depends not on itfelf, but. on thp 
world not having cuiining enough to difcover it ? Our 
attachment to eacb other I ^aye eVer conceived to be pf 
, ,a very different nature from this, and I truft I bay.e not 
been deceived : J have evef conficiered it as grounded pA 
a conviaion of our fentiniepts never (changing, whatever 
^might arife ; not a Save to circumdances, but a de^axice 
to them ; an inilinflive impulfe of the mind, fweeteneci 
pn real affbdion, ^nd. founded on a perfeSk knowledge •f 
jthe hearts and difpofitions of each other. This is what I 
have ever conceived our attachment to be ; anjd if it 1$ fO| 
It ihould be rather ftrengthened than impaired by all that 
Jias happened : as adverfe parties unite when the common 
enemy is a^ the g^tes of the city, fo (hould our interefts^^ 
our hearts become ^emented, in proportion to the ob« 
fiacles which prefeni themfeives to our attachment* This 
will .ftamp a cbara|f^er on our }ove, and glbfs over thofe 
aberrations which necellity, and not choice, has oc* 
^c^flooed* ' 

It is impoflib^e, after an :|ttacbmenjt of near ekvfen 
years, that one can fay to one^s felf, I will now ceafe to 
love ! and have I committed a crime which can cancel fo 
long, fo true an attachment? Sorely nothing (hoft of 
jbreaking the faith I have fo oftep fwore to maintatf^p 
can fo foQO lurn loye i/uo indiflPerence. Philofophy has 
idone wonders ; but never, never was there an inflance of 
lb fudden a change, eyea in one of tier mod zealous folw 
J^owf rs ; and how can I fuppofe that affis^^ton like yeiirtf 
^ can baye fo long exifted in a philofophic mindr Sfujelf 

py nusfortunes are not to be brought againft me atf 
faults, and I am not to be told that my mifery is my owq 
, ffAinj^f and that | have wlifoll^ 1i£tHight into ztRilkiot^ 
' ■ - . ..^•^'- •-'• '^^K-- . •" ■ • the. 



Ihe darling of my heart. Gracious Heaven! this U al^ 
that is wanting to fill the cup of my'wrelchcdncfs ! 

But if I ani to be told this, I will kifs the hand that ftrifecs 
Ihe blow, for it will be the laff, thoujgh deepcft wound 
vrhich I can ever. receive in this world ; and when Proyi- 
dcnce (hall in his mercy call me from thi$ world of woe, at 
the clofing gafp of my exiftcnce, while mifery is cutting 
through the laft thrca'd of my life, Ihould nature ebb for a 
piomcnt, my dying words will be, '" God prfeferve Mary^ 
Anner* ' ' ' ^ ' ' ^ \ '' ' 

Friday^ 

I cannot proceed with any thing till you are kin4 
enough to'write me for what you wifli. .Pray, pray let 
^ne know Toon, for we'have no time for delay*! 

' No.' 25.^ ' ' I 

-. _' . Sunday 9 Nine oClocty 22d Match* ( 

I HAVE at length, liiy dearcft Mary Anne, opened 
a comiDuqicaiion wi^h you, and one which B. bimfelf- 
jrecommended, and affurcd me through W. S. that I run' 
j^ i\fk of any fort, provided W. S. direds to you the 
putfide cover, and you direA to him* I thank Heaven; 
for having allowed this plan to fucceed, for I really f(teL 
^t this^< moment an abfcnce of mtfery, which' I have not 
felt before for very long indeed^ Judge, my dearel^, of 
ivhat I muft h^ve.felt> even long before this unfortunate' 
bufiaefs ; for I have not hi^rd from you fince yo^i wrote^ 
for a^ kjsy of-your drawers, before yqu was brought -to* 
Vcd« and I tbonght yckx was very very angry -with coe^^ 
^<J.I >vrote .over and overagain^ to beg you to forgivd^ 
tg^ ^ but,' aii#s! I fear you never got my letters ; I little 

. * ^ir?fl^ IP th^ Rigfet H^i.^^Y :M^»i Anne Start, NolI^ 
tower Seymour Street, Portinaii Square, by Mr. W. Spencer. 

guelTed 
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gueflei^^at the reafon I Received no anfwr;^ the vil^itf^ 

• the mpnftex, the. liar! I have not had one moment frcif 
^rom miferjr, uny dear, fipcft yoti. was brppgjit ,tp bcdV 

. I .thank God, my deareft Mary Anile, I have been able 
to nc2w: s^ ggiod^ ^eal abotft you' lately^ through B, ajad 
.W. S. I know you are fuckling youi; child, which I was 
very.gjad to hear,^for I ls;new,yx)u would, not if jiou wa^ 
ill ; Jbut I want.toinow now fi-om you, my beloved deargj 
6ow ypu arci^pray tell me, and let me have one happjt,^ 
moment ^amone: fo many hitter' ones. Tell me. if you 
ever go pift ip the carriage ; you' know, m fbort, my dea/, 
what to tell me, for you know that yotr can tell me no-' 
thing about yourfelf wi)ich,wiD,Dot intereft me. , For 
my part, my dear,' I am pretty well iri heajtl^ j but my 

^ mind,, nxy dear, is very bad iodeed^ I loath tjie day- 
Itght ; I oever.go out of the. houCe till eight in jh^ even*^ 
ingj^ uniefs it rajns violently and the ftreeis are atl clear, . 
. and then 1 runcfoWn Lower Seymour Street aad>back, 
Roping t<^' fee niy deareft Maty. Anne, by chance^ at the^ 
w.itidpw.^ On t^^^^ was obliged to go to W. S. at 

, Somerfet Hoqfe \ I weni in a haqk^y coach, not .to bb 
fcen,^.an<| et^terin^ ^b'y Seymour,'Street,- I faw you at thc^ 

> quriery windo^r, and I calj God, tQ wjt^efs that. |^ neyer* 
•|a.sf<^ agitated iiv my life. Yes, J^faw ypu, my djcar,' 
Ippkingten thoufand times' moiie charming than ever^j^ 
you was all i'l^ wTiitf, in a Ipofe^drefs.; to my dying day I 
Ih.ajr never forget it: b^God, my dear, J do not m?an to^ 

il^tter, but I never favv any thing fo beautiful as you Ippjkeci* 
in all my life.. Oh ! that Mary' Anne would allow .me,t% 
, poflefs all I then faw,. and to call it and know ii' to be* 
n^ine!^ Every evenirijg, from eight till ten, I walk up and, 
dpwn Lower Seymour Street ; your mother's windovv-fliut- ' 
ter.is. always, a little open, ariid I watch, lipping that fome. 
accident may bring *yoU to the window : three nigKts I 
/ * . . ' . have 



llav^ fcch y«j for a mihute, but that moment Was atf 
tcftacy for a moment. I fee no foul but W. S. I hate 
Hhe fight of all the world. Ah ! my dea;-, if ]^6u condcmq^ 
inc ever fo much for iipprudence, you muft pity me, "m 
fcneding on the caufe, and knowing that my Ifufierihgii 
arc not to be defer i&cd; to have caufed affliSion to\hc 
only being in God's world that I care for, and to- have 
Been the promoter of ill to one whom I all but worflifp ; 
JiireTy, my dear, for a heart which never Was accufcd-of 
i«rant of feeling, this is puniflimejat enough. Sooth mii 
a little, niy dear, in your anfwer, for my heart bleeds 
.very much, and no one can retnove an atom of mj 
wxetchednefs but yourfelf 5 cherifli nie,' my adored Mary 
Anne, i^rid love me, or 1 fink under my mifeiries. A 
cold arirwer to this would jdeftroy me now; but why 
(hould I difpute it, and doubt ? I don't, Mary Annrf, ift-;* 
deed I don't. Lo, you know I adore you, and will pitj 
ine. There is another, my dear Mary Anne, another 
iK^hom I ath deprived of feeing, one w;ho has alfo daima 
upon my affedion, and wbo w|U alfo Oiare/theqi with its 
adored mother ; could I get a gl|mpfe of Ker,' it would' 
give rtic great pleafiire^ AUsI to be deprived ofcbubfel 
is* being very mifera])le indeed. If you have any- thing 
kind to fay to me, my dear, do fay ttj it' wiltfeiea It'yptic 
to my bleeding heart. Tell me all you wifli„ biit tell me 
you ftill love me. You run no rilk now, I aflure ydu, 
my dear; you may fafely 'un1?ofom yourfelf to *me ; do,,^ 
do, my dear, once more fign yourfelf <^ Your unalterable 
Mary;" for unalterable, my dear, mean? ** never to, 
change, let what will be the fituation and circumftances.^ 
Could you, in your anfwer, fix an hour th^t you would ' 
come to ihe window with, your little girl, I would be 
walking by^ ami I could then fee you libth j' but don't be 
^ . ' uneaiyi 
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ttneaiy, my dear, I would not ftop: but do only what . 
you like about it« 

I muft now from neceffity, my deareft Mary Anhe^ 
bnter upot) the Unpkafant fubjeft, in order that you may 
know it clearly, and give me your fdnttntcnts upon it ; 
Which fentiments can be a law to me, my deareft love. 

Our plan how is, fpr toy folicitor to fee Mr. Sturt'^, 
and For them to fettle the damages between them, and 
Whatever they fettle I agree to pay, and for the matter 
to be then adjourned to the (herifF's court,, in the county 
of Dorfet ; which will avoid the publicity of a regular 
trial: and if they a^^ee to damages, my folicitor wiU 
th^n reprefent it to Mr. S, tha(t «* he may as well (af 
they are agreed upon the fum) take it at once, and not 
run the rifle of .haying the fame leffened in the event of a 
'trial^.'^ If he agrees to this, we (hall even avoid the 
iiheri^^s court, and the matter is fettled by a ^eparatd 
maintenance. Now I wifti to know if you approve of 
all this, as I cannot a£l at all com£ortat!fly till I know it« 

Qn the other hand, if you do nothing but let the bud- 
nefs go on ; ftould you wilh to prevent a divorce* | 
Uhderftand he has no chance of it, for the leaft recrimina* 
tion on your fide (and God knows you might recriminate 
largely if yoii chofej would prevent it. ^ 1 muft add alfo, 
that in cafe the trial is fuSered to proceed, whether I am 
to defend it or let judgment go by default (virhich is plead* 
ing guilty and making no defence at all), I am certain I 

could eafily prevail on — to take out a bill of divorce 

againft me, (hould Mrs. Addifon fucceed in gettiilg hers^ 
which is now pending I'cfore the Houfe of Lord«. Which- 
ever way you decide, my deareft Mary Anne, ^J truft, I 
entreat /ou to confider yourfplf entirely, if there is any, 
thing I can do> conimand me ; there is no facrifice under 

' T heaven 
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fsuvth wtii<;ti I aii not rea^ to niake» and <ytn Wii(k t# 
make lo ferve you* So help me God. 

Put two Icaled covers on your ^nfwer^ and fend it by 
the penny^-poft^ direded to Mr. Gall^ No. 36, Curzoa 
$treet. He ift a German Tervant of William Spencei'^ 
1 thought this better thai^ the name of. Spencer i but tf > 
joulikcbcft*. 

DlilK CnA^tMS^ 

IF you are difengaged on Monday next, we (hall ht 
"♦cry happy in ypur company at diiinier, at half after five* 
t (hould not have written you this formal notei had t> 
t^een able tc^meet whh you. 

Youi;;5, &e. 
Fndaf. BL*ANDF01til* 

Doft^t trotobie yourfclf to fend an.anfwer t we (hall not 
Wait for you after half after five, Fincaftle and Thorns- 
ton dine with met. 

♦ Direhed to Lady Mary Anne Sturt, No. 18, Lower Seymcnuf 
Street^ Portraan Square^ by Mr. William Spencer. . 

t Left at I>ofant*S Hotel* Lord Blandford had often tailed: 
I gave dire^ona to refnfe him. On the Saturday before I met 
' lAxi. Fiacaftle, who a&ed. If he was to ineet rap wt Lord Btend* 
iard's on Monday, I Ql)^ No, I would fee him d-^*-d fiirfc I 
never would put my foot in his houfe. — This does not look like a 
man who felt he had connived at his wife's infidelity. "Lord 
Blandford was Termed with a notice that very day (Monday) by 
Mr, Stiirt^ fbfiekor. • 



^^ 






£TIic foUcfifing httrt^ was ©mittca to be put in its proper 
plate 5 it is inferred li«r©,i0m^ke the whole corrca.] 

s ■ ' 

IVhhe Knighh, Tuefday. 
I^EAR Lady Mahy Anne, 
DID I not tely upon fiharles letting me know when 
you arc confined, I fhbuld rufpcfik that it was the cafe 
pow, from your Ifong'filence. I have notiieard from 
Charles neither for fome time. I ftould be forry ydu 
fliould hurt yourfelf l?y writing much ; t)Ut I^own I fliall 
\xt glad to receive a line from you, to fay you ajre botfj 
well. I hope Henry got his pamp I fent him by — ■ : 
Colonel Thornton leaves me to-morrow. Sir Henry 
Pafliwopd cotnes here ^n Tufeday. J hope thp carpet |s 
Ifirrived, and that you do not diflikc it. • Remember to 
Jpharles. ^ ' 

yn^ltcrsjHy yours, i^c. 

Blanjmoriu 

' Whtti Knightsy WtJnefd^y January* 
DiiarJLai>t Marv, 

I HOPE you are ftill up : you. will not "refufis tasa^ 
fwer me one qQk(Uon,^^which is, did you jrieccjye a letter 
from vasi lajt Tuejday Je^nmghtj another h^ ^mmrdayf-wtd 
another yefterday ? 1 am anxious to knowy becaufe I 
fufpe£l a npoft fliameful negligence in trie Salifbiiry poi|, 
and I am now in i^orrefpondence with Mr. Frcpling, the 
fecretary, about it ; and I received a letter from Charles 
^o-day, which I owgh| to haye received yeftei^kyr^ ^I 
ihould be really much obliged tp you if you would anfwer 
this part of my letter, about the pod, as it is unpjeafaRt 
to lofe a letter, however indifferent the contents may be* 

I enclofe you your key, which I am forry I took by 
ID|ftake. I have not been at all well lately, . and at times 
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fo nervous, that I cannot refrain firom crying t I dare not 
truft my thoughts for a moment, fol the leaft uhcotx^forf* 
able idea overfets me. I don't know what' is th^ matter 
with me ; but I fuppofe it will either wear itfelf or one out : 
I know it if very foolifh, bu5 1 never bad any refolution 
in my life. I appear to fome people in a fituation to be 
envied ; God knows how much the wbrfe it is in reality. 
May you/my fifter, i^ever. feel what I feel, is^ the praye^r 
pftnM friepd, . , 

6i'Ain>roRD. . 

As the fooner th^s buHnefs is cleared Mp. the better, I 
(hould be much obliged to you if you would dire£l your 
anfwer to me at the pofi office^ Bagfi>oty as I (|iaU then get 
it a day fopner. I (hall fend to Ba^fliot foj: it« 

No. 27* 

TOUR cniel, diflionourable, and notorious condu£t, 
my Lord, compeU me to forbid your putting your feet 
in my houfe. My feryants have received pofitive orders 
to reftife you admittance, and tp t^ke every (top; ho\yr» 
ever difagreaUe, to pr^ycpt you. 

Thurfikjt Yqors, &c; 

Mdjamaa^ |86r« . C* Sturt, 

I am called to town fuddenly, and (ball \xt hack on 
Saturday or Monday, and have left orders to fend exprefs 
to me, if you fhould dare to come to Critchill HoBfe, 

.THE above is an exaft copy pf a letter given me by my 
mailer, to deliver to Lord Blandford, (bould he come to 
Critchill in my maker's abTence. 

Edward Smit^h* 



Wo. 
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Mr DBAH Sir, 

I DISCO VERgD, in the end of December, wltb 

the greateil horror and aftoniihment, a criminal corce- 

fpondence between Lord Bi^ndford and Lady Mary Ann^^i 

my wife : and I !|ave n^oft fjAelancbply ^nd decided proof, 

befidesy that the child of which Qi^ h^s beeit delivered 

lately was his* I was comp^Iledi ^ the timci to conceal 

tl)is fhocking (Jifcovery, from Lady Gary's ady^pccd 

I . ftate of pregnancy ; and ha^ve delayed the commupics^iofx 

If, to the prefeiit moment, in order to be flowed due timp 

|x for her recovery, not wifliing that even my wrongs jtnd 

fufferings fliould fi^perfede the feelings of humanity. But 

I ' I need hardly add, that ) .hay^ b^d no connexion with 

i ber (ince my acquaintance with her mifcondufi, and that 

; I never can fee her agaiq, or fuffer )xpr to lemain ^y 

longer under my roof, I defir^, therefore, tjiat you 

VJll have th^ goodnefs to reprefent me upon this unhappy 

^ ' i)cca(ion^ and that you will take every proper means to 

I farry my wifhes intoefFcQ. It gives me gre^ pain to 

requeft this of you ; but having no friend in the country 

now, and advifed not to h^ve an interview with Lady 

Mary, I am, diftrefling as it is, obliged to folicit your 

frjendlbip on this melancholy bccafion. , ' ' 

J remain, deaf Sir, 

. Your faithful and obliged friend, 
Feiruary 22, l8oi. C. Stukt. 

. Doranfs Hotel j Albemarle Street. 

(A copy.) 

After having copfulted counfel what (teps I fliould 
take, I fent the above letter to n>y friend the Rev. Mn 

Marfli, 



Marfh, who at firft declined communicating itf contentr 
to Lady Mary Anne. Heft C^tcfiillthe day Lady M^ry 
was able to move from her bed^ ,9p4 h^ye never ften he^ 
fince. 

.... J No, ag, .. ,' V . . J 

Sfy r>E4R Lady Shaftesbury, 
XADY Mary continues wonderfully well, with thfj 
infant ;' {he is removed }nto the drcfling^room. I ^m 
tinder con Oderable difficulty ab9Ut the chriftening; under 
afl cJrcumftances, knowing what 1 do, Jt is extremely 
painful, mortifying, and diflreflihg to afk my own rela- ! 

tiohs : Mrs. Smith offered. Lord Radnor the fame, and \ 

Mrs. Phillips— how can I defire the t^ie and .accept the I 

others? fknow not what io do.— The fea is not near j 

fo troubled as my mind has been thefe three weeks* -God ] 

knows how I fhall aft, what f (h^all do in this cruel \i 

fitdatibri ; in refpeft'to tlje diabolical wretch himfelf, . < J 

1 am fixed and inexorable. I have deleted more Qf his J 

aoominable lelters-^more impudent, more dlfgiifting thafi ] 

any. .1 am truly liiifcrable; all my arrangements, z\\ '^ ] 

iny views deftroyed and overturned for ever. I am on > 

my way to Town ;r^Mirs Bingham will be at jCritchill . - ' 

* to-iriofrow ; flie is friendly *ahd kind. The aJFccI . \ 

tjonate conduft of Lady Mary hurts and diftrafls m^ j 

more than | can ex{irefs. I am almpfl: at times led to " j 

believe it is* all a dream— a delirium' — that it is a fchome, - ] 

But, alas ! reflexion convinces me of h^r cruel guilt, and . 
that all this afFeftjoh is meant ta, deceive me ; Forme ] 

knows' I am in'pofleflion of his piflure, Hs hair, his 
dirty baubles^ and m'ore than fufpefts I have ftopt alt 
the corrcfpondencc. I can write no more. Burn thls^ — ^ 
Give mykind iov« airJfincere affeQion to S^jlftifburyij 
.V ; * . your ' 



" yolir ieit ik^Ut^Md ydbrfelf ; and b*lteVtt itte> whait- ' 
feWr mif be ftxy fatfe, t fliiil b6 r 

Your oHig^d and- 

F^iftftil Jihtftbte fctvant, 

, SH<9Utd tkU delu<fed tndii takie advantage ef nij)r abfenc^e^i 
i hs^v^^Uft i^nbfs how to di^jpofe of himv 

^« thet^ountefs of Shafujbury^ 
Siindan^ near ArunJelf Suffix* 

1rH£ agitation of i^rtAni slcstfe prevented iiie.fyobl 
|perfo»Ui]r tddiirg itiy kave of yoti, although . I . wiflied 
V«ry .rtmch to do foVh^wc^i"^ Shaftelbury, I ain furc> 
will Mc^iyvittte you that ik wss firom no othct* motive^ 
Iftdeigdy. I etn^tt iiTloft gratcfbiliy acknovrfed^s^ Ibarein^ 
i»f ittMy hidt .Mrikh tM kindeft fidlickudb fpr bvery thif^g;: 
iktn coritelrned me frdmyoii both t and b^ aflbred^ Vfhat^ 
6ver nl^' he my fate, I 'flikll retadn the Hyriibftremenw 
branctt of tt4 X^e tfhfitrrtuhate ccrrer|)ondcfnce*- 1 hitvd 
deteft e d» 4»rth> - tndtffeidy . overWbeltned nae with griefy 
a^ofriflnli^toi sitid indignattein t . xh/t vilbiny t»f iSial 
-''^^^^'^i-^ ftagg^^i; tny fehibs ; I edn fbaro^ly credit what I 
itnii Aad; ohi Lady Shafteibory, When 1 cdnfideil 
that this inteigcte; is &ot of reoent dit^^, but only agahi 
t^tmjAiti 1798 (^er eij^bn&tien)^! own the compaf<» 
(U»n } felt h\ hsi^ Maty Atkt^'% fiiaati^n 1% much» mwA 
V Icffcn^d ; 
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leflcned ; it is almoft turned into dilguft and eontempt. 
I have indifputable proof of %hH cruel connexion exiftiug ' 
when I thought I alo^e (hared her afFe£iion. ' On the 
word and honour of a man| and I call the Supreme 
Being^s anger and vengeance uponx my head if it b npt 
fad^ (he alone then enjoyed mine^*-(he (hared every thing 
with me, and I fondly thought (he fully merited it. — ^To 
be deceived, after entertaining fiith fentiments, I own, 
roufes every feelikig of manly pride, of indignation and* 
refentment. I have, under the ' ^ 's haad, what 

wounds me ftill deeper, and what I can neiiher forget 
nor forgive : I dare not mention it— but, my dear Lady 
Shafte(bury, I did venture to intimate to^ypu what I faw 
your foul and generous mind (huddered at ; it is true, and 

the 'is weak, unguarded, and mad enough 

to declare it ; he even prefumes tareafon on that account, 
the folly a)9ir impropriety of his not being allowed to be 
prefent at the chriftening. Much of 'this fouf letter, 
which I receivedron Saturday, tipbratds her for: lidlembg 
to you-ytanrd animadverts ;on you feverely:for giidng[ 
the advice you did* This letter is in anfwer to ime (he 
wrote unknown to me, on her return, on Monday, in- 
confeqttence ofthe.converfation you had on Sunday :night»; 
This very day, 6th of January, I have deteded another 
letter, ente;rilig more ferioufly into tlie nature of the cqh* 
tpel^ion that palled; more (liongly abufmg, and very 
ferioufly upbraiding Lady M. ibr .being perfuaded.by you 
to give him, up. In this letter, the ■ \ ' . . ■ .^ 

finder his own hand, has^ folly and weakpds to pi^ve 
his own guilt : he proves the foul connexion, an;} con- 
fefles he niarried to break it off. Like a -^— ^, he faysj^ 
in June 1798, after explanation, it was renewed. Good 
gracious! my inind is overwhelmed with grief, with 
horror, attfae.art, at the abominable deceit of Lady M* 
: I 2 . — Only^^ 
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•^Only, Lady ^haftefbury; pidure to yoiirfelf the tot- 
ttire of mind I mud fufier, to ilifle what J.fo deeply 
feel ; pidure to yourfelf my breakfafting» dining, and 
fitting alone all day with a woman, who has fo tranf* 
greflcd every principle of religion and morality ; who 
hsk, under the cloak of religion, been led to commit 
this moft abominable crime ; who has forfeited, not re«- 
cently, but years ago (at a time when I thought X en* 

•joyed her entire aiFe£tion and confidence), all claim to 
my protection. Pidlure . to yourfelf,* my* dear Lady 
Shftftelbury, what, my mind mud feel, when I fee my 

'two own dear children daily carefled by her, with all the 
fondnefs of guiltlefs innocence ; her kind attention to 
me--all, all this is more painful, more diftrefling than 
I xzn defcrH>e. Humanity teljs me to fupprefs my feel- 
ings, and bury in my own bofom the wrongs and inju- 
ries I have received. It requires almoft more than human 
fortitude to do it ; I have hitherto (any farther than ap- 

.pearinglow, and out of fpirits, which I Cfinnot help) 

. avoided giving hpr the fmalleft hint I am acquainted with 
it, na Ibul but yourfelf and Shaftefl3ury knows it ; the 
letters I have received, I ,have bad the initia|$ of nay - 
own fervants' names put- to them, without fomniuni- 
cating to them the contents, or in the i}ighte(^ manner 
hi,nting the fubjeA^.at prefent^ therefore, this a^ropious 
bufinefs is only known to yourfelf af^d Shaftefbury ^ and 
I rely on -your difcretion ^nd judgment^, as well ^s 
Shaftefbury 's, not to fuffer the fmallell hipt to efcape 
you; of this be afliired, my dear L4<)y Shoft^fliury, I 
will not take a ftep without being advifed, nor indeed 
without both being informed of it fyf\ by mp. My 
mind is mjide up in regard to thisT-^' ; ■ ; but ilill 
I (hall not fiiffer my piiffti feelings, my owp opinions, 
abfolutely alono^ to dire<^ me. My mind is not calm 

y 2 enough 



X 146 .) 

enough to aQow me to judge cocilf 4nd 4ir|[a0i^i||.>ely., 
My ^nduA on this unfiMtq^aJie opcafiot { yf.\(k £bfmV^ 
be maftly. an4 corfeft^, and fuch 9^ I tvof e ^iid truft lyiU 
meet with the approbation of all wHo fe^I jthe fm^ltoft * 
concern about me. I do not like to fend you even a cop^ 
of, the corrcfpondipncei fince you have kft St. Giles's, by, 
|he poft. If I knew any of your fiprvanis goinjj tA 
SUndon> I would trail them to his care. ' I mpft (ifkn 
cerely hope you receiye benefit from thQ Wi>f SUpdonj^ 
fnd that you feel yourfelf daily re-eftakliibrng ywr healtb* i ^ 

You muft, my dear Lady Shaftclbury, take pare of your* 
felf;-^yery little attention will do, for you ajise bleflod 
ffiatur^ll^ with an e3u:e|leot (jxonftitqtion* . . 

, Yours affeSioiiatily, 

No. 31; ♦. 



TH]E5 rcfult of the fad conflifl in which' you have 
cruelly and delrbcratcly involved me, can be ho, longcy 
a fccrct ; nor can it be unknown to you, that youi' very 
criminal indifcrction* has ^xpoftd me to imputations 
which, if well founded, would defcrvcdly exclude me 
from thefociety and commiferatiori of all mankind. '1^ 
hive been branded bythp — ^ — ^-^ of a laiwyer, wit^ 
having connived at your proftitqtion, and been an ac- 
complice in that guilt which dtQionOui^ ydu. My 
allowing your ^rvant^ and thofe of Lord Bland- 
ford, lat your eiirneft entreaties, ^nd in oppofition to 
my moft ftrenuous objedipns, , on ^ccoupt of the leve- 
rity of th^ weather, to accompany me in the yach't^ 
coupled with the gowns and trffling baubles which, un- 
known to roe, you improj^ferly received from Lord 

Biandfordj 



^ : 
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J^Mi€&K^i k^t ^efn f:f^^f^f4 itfto prooft of v^y feeiiJi 
.pri*^y to ymr ioitrigues* ^ 

I do not fln/za^ to tf^l^Q yop r^fponT^b]^ for ibf c^lpfpLi^ 
an4 f^irehpocis of !a lawyer, Vf hpfe ii|ter£ft }t tpjay be to 
ji«ffiiSQe gn^ jpjffeprefe^ ; J o^Iy ^tan to imprefs ftrongly 
on yqm wind, if it is vwlftewbje jtp fofrpw ^nd rp^ac^rfe^ 
,tjie infsiti^y which profeffiofiail tr'i^k has. ^ndeayour<d to 
j3xtra£i frofp drcufn^lances tricing aocj innocent in them** 
felves. . Oh Qo^! ^^^^ ^(^ °^y profpeSs (ho^Id bq fo 
^4^1y blaftedi ^pd ia jtha( q^artei' frotn w^^ence. } 
fpn^ly /fxpe^fd coipfort! Yofi,' as w^ll as 9J4 thofe 
ivhqknow me perfonally, mud feel the fulk0, cpnviq- 
lion, tha|t it ifi not m my ch^radeir to have c^miived ^t 
.your bafenjefs : and I 6^11 Qqd to witnefiiy, that your cpi|- 
nexion with Lord Blandford was entirely upl^Aowni a»4 
^vcn unfu(pe(Sled by me^ until ypuf correfpondence with' 
bicn was intercepted op thi? a6th of Peceml?er 1800 ; 
;ind this difcoyeryy latp as it was^ wpuld not evei;! then 
h^ve been msuie, but for yoi|r having fecretly tajcen a 
Jetter of i|)i^e ffpn? my letti?f-l^ag of^ t)i^t day. 

..Di0f#tpd MS I am, by being rpUied of all doinjeftjc 
gpmfort, without the -rnpft 4iit^nt hppe of its retumtng, 
without ail hop^e as it were, s^nd beholding before me 
what I £o^dly cohfidered as tli<» fw^eteft pledge^ of yo^r 
undivided afe.dioni$ deprived of the foftering care of .a 
4>i^ce virtuous and ainiable mpthet^ — I leave ypif to' judge 
iwhat my ftrliflgf niftift be, pndpi fuch affli<^ing c|rcqm- 
fianc<s$ I 4n4 tQ ^&imM^ «tf 99iff^^y of ^bat heart* 
^endinj gfi^f v|rhif:b ypu have iqipofied on tne during, tl^c 
litmftilidcr of my life. Bm it is^npt pnly iny home, and 
. pf all tbpfc dpmeftic i:pmfprts v^hi^h render hpipe dc- 
firable, which you have deprived me of> I complain, but 
of being fiorced,. by ypur gv^it^ to vindicate i^y char^det 
from charges of the grpflfeft an^ ^^oft inf^mot^^ natijre.-7- 
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It is an aggravatioiT of your crime,, that innoceflcti (houtc) 
be put upon its defence ; and as I do not know what tmpref- 
iion tnay have been made in the minds of men by this attack, 

* I befeech you to reflcdl ferioufly on the multiplied injuties _ 
I have fuftained from a m^h whom gratitude ibould havt 
taiightt if honour could not bind him, a better condud. 
You know that when the doors of Blenheim were not 
fo acceflibk to hjm^ mine were generoufly thrown open 
to htm^y as they have been at all times to my friends, 
and that he cafme to me» and was hpfpttably entertained, 
with an eftabltfliment nearly as great as my own, for 
feveral months at a time, and at different periods. I wilt 
not add to your diftrefs, by going into a detail well known 
to you, and too freft in your memory not to (land forc- 
moft in your recolle^ipn at this moment ; but allow mc 
to a(k you, what was my condufk when the cotrefpond- 
encc was made known between my brothe?, hirwife, and 
yourfelf — did I dcfcrt you ? did I on that occafion give 
you up ? , You know I did not ; I defended you with 
honeft warmth ; I did fp, becaufe ftem my very foul I 
thought you was ^rofsly injured ; that it was a foul and 
wicked attack, arifing from -private pique, without the 
fmalleft ground whatever; 1 firmly believed you loved 

* no other man than myfclf. Can you forget your weeping 
on my bofom, and Ranking me for my refenting the 
fuppofcd outrage oiFered to your reputation? have yoq 
forgot your folcmnly invoking Heaven to witnefs your 

* innocence and your fmcere attachment to me ? Tijtne has 
revealed the perjury, and that this was all a (hameful 
detufion ; that you had been in long intimacy with this 

.rungratefulobjefi, excites at once aftonifliment ahddif- 
guft. - . ' 

I return you your ptduie, which I would willingly 
keep, were it poffible for us ever to live together again* 

— liut 
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—-But, alas ! it is not. Thd die is caft ; an intervievir 
will only diftrefs us both v my hedrt cannot "bear to fee 
afflifkion— and in one whom I ioved> it would overwhelm ' 
nie. I dare nottrttft myfelf with you ; 1 am irrevocably 
fixed to decline the meeting you wifli/ and can only fay, 
God blefs you. 

May^Ot 1801. Charles Sturt, ' 

, Doranfs Hoiel, Albemarle Street. 

To the Rt. Pott. Lady- Mary Anne Siurty' * 
A^*. X 8, Lewer Seymour Street^ Portman Square. 
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S. (^SHtLLy Printer, 
XXttU Qseen Street, Holb^ra. 



( n^k Strht, St. James's SqUarei 
. . • •' ; ^oth June ,\%oi, _ ^^ ' 

J. R,I 1>G WAY 

jyiOST refpcQfuUy b^g$ leave to inftvtn the Public, 
that hp continues to furnlih.Newfpapers |^it free) to 
every part of the Imperial fldminions, zn^ warrants a^ 
funSfuaL delivery, of thepi, at the fbllqvy lAg prices ^ 

A daily paper, per annum S 8 o 

A paper thpte tfinvs per Wcll4; ^•' 4- '4- ^ • 
A weekJfipapet . ; :. . ^ f^^: .- - i.. % - 7^ - - • 

(Any other period, at the above prices*) 



The following new Publications may he*had as above i , 

X. AT ALA; or, the HISTORY of TWO LO- 
VERS, Savages of the D^fert in North America: Tranf- 
lated from the French of Francis Augustus Cha- 
teaubriand, One volume* Price 3s, 6d. 

2. COMMl)NICATK)KS:c<mGei-ning the AGRI^ 
CULTURE and COMMERCE of theJUNITED 
STATES of AMERICA. Being an Auxiliary to. a 
Report, m^dc by William' Strickland, Efq.. of 
York, to the Board of Agriculture, on the Queries 
wherewith he was charged, in a Tour to that Country. 
In Three Parts: — Part I. 4s.; Part II. as. 6d. ; and 
Part ill. IS. H^ 

3. A PRACTICAL TREATISE, explaining the 
Art and Myftery of BREWING PORTER, ALE, 

'TWOPENNY, and TABLE BEER; recommending 
and proving the Eafe and PofTibility of every Man*s 
brewing his own Beer, in any Qj^iantity from One Ptck 
to One Hundred Quarters of Malt ; with Inftruftions 
for bottling Porter and Ale, and theif Min^gdm'dft in 
Other Vcffels. Calculated to expose the Dedepttons in* 
Brewing, to redifce the Expenfes, and add to the Com- 
forts of Families. Price only is. By Samuel Child, 
jBrewer. The Sixth Edition, corre^ed and enlarged. 
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